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How to Give Your House Curb Appeal
The curb appeal of a
house or a neighborhood
is often the first impres-
sion made when people
visit a community. Im-
proving landscaping,
paint colors, driveways
and other external items
can increase the person-
ality and charm of your
neighborhood. Projects
may include affordable,
quick tasks like mowing
a lawn and pulling weeds
or more elaborate, exten-
sive tasks like adding a
walkway or replacing
gutters.

Overall, improving the
curb appeal of your
neighborhood provides
immediate visual bene-
fits, increases home val-
ues and promotes quality

neighborhood standards.
Creating curb appeal for
a house may mean look-
ing at the small ways to
set it apart from other
homes in the neighbor-
hood. While exterior
paint, siding or stucco
are obvious ways to cre-
ate curb appeal, there
are other often over-
looked ways.

Step 1
Take note of the areas
such as the porch, front
door, steps, sidewalk,
fencing, plants and exte-
rior light fixtures.

Then compare to other
homes in the neighbor-
hood to see how the
items match up. Look for
small ways to distinguish

your house.

Step 2
Consider patio stones or
paving stones. They can
add color, depth and
shape to a walkway.

If the budget is tight, con-
sider lighting the side-
walk with either
battery-operated side-
walk lights or solar lights.

Step 3
The porch area, whether
small or large, is a way
to tastefully set your
house apart. Could
plants such as perenni-
als that bloom at different
times of the year be
planted in bunches
around the front?

� The 2010 pool season is right
around the corner. Opening date is
Saturday, May 22. Daily hours of oper-
ation are 10 a.m. - 9 p.m., except Fri-
days, when it closes at 10 p.m. On
days when public school (CMS) is in
session, the pool will be open from 4 -
8 p.m. On weekends before Memorial
Day and weekends after Labor Day,
the pool will be open from noon - 6
p.m. The pool will be closed on week-
days before Memorial Day and on
weekdays after Labor Day.
Residents who have paid their annual

dues in full will be receiving their pool
passes soon, along with updated pool
rules.

� With regret, the board has ac-
cepted the resignation of our commu-
nity liaison Pam Wisniewski, and the
seat will remain vacant at this time. We
encourage all of our residents to be-
come more active in the neighborhood.

� The May board meeting will be
held on Tuesday, May 25 at the pool at
7:30 p.m., weather permitting.

Notes from HOA President Frank Keenan

Continued on page 7
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It’s almost that time again! The 2010 swim season is coming soon.
If your child can swim the length of the pool and wants to have a
blast this summer with his or her friends in the neighborhood, then
you qualify for the team.

Simply fill out the registration form in this issue and return it to Swim
Team Manager Ken Bury at 4534 Highcroft Lane. We also will be
planning a registration event at the pool sometime after it opens for
the season. The registration fee is $60, with a $5 same-family dis-
count for each additional sibling. Make checks payable to “Villages
of Leacroft Swim Team.”

SWIM TEAM INFORMATION

The team colors are black with red, the recommended suit is the
Speedo Axcel Splice, and the alternative would be a solid black or
red suit.

Practice Schedule:
Season begins June 1 with daily after-school practices 5:30 - 6:30
p.m. and Saturday 9 -10 a.m. Starting June 11, schedule will be
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 9 -10 a.m.; Tuesday and
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. (Your child must be able to attend
roughly half of the practice times to participate.)

For those who want a head start on improving their technique,
NOMAD Aquatics & Fitness Center is hosting a Summer League
Swim Clinic beginning April 17. There will be four (4) Saturday ses-
sions from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. The clinic will focus on strokes, starts,
turns and additional skills to prepare swimmers for summer league
swim programs. The cost for members is $150 for all sessions or
$40 per day. Non-members pay $200 or $60 per day. There is a
$10 sibling discount. There are only 20 openings per session, so
sign up today at the front office. – 704-949-1555
www.nomadaquatic.com.

If there are any questions, feel free to e-mail me at
kbury@carolina.rr.com or give me a call at 704-307-4537.

Ken Bury
Swim Team Manager

Join the Leacroft Barracudas Swim Team

BarracudasMeet
Schedule
Monday, June 14 – Leacroft @
Birkdale

Thursday, June 17 – Latta
Springs @ Leacroft (home
meet)

Monday, June 21 – Leacroft @
Wynfield Forest

Thursday, June 24 – MacAuley
@ Leacroft (home meet)

Monday, June 29 – Leacroft @
Wedgewood

Saturday, July 10 – Champi-
onships at Huntersville Aquatic
center 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

*Possible make-up meet
dates are

June 30 and July 6.

mailto:kbury@carolina.rr.com
http://www.nomadaquatic.com
http://www.speedousa.com/product/index.jsp?productId=3107178&kwCatId=&kw=axcel+splice+red+and+black&origkw=axcel+splice+red+and+black&sr=1
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Swimmer’s Name: ____________________________________________________

Birthday: _____/______/________

Parent(s) Name: ______________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

Phone: (home) ______________________ (cell) _______________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

Contact Preference: e-mail ? phone ?

Emergency Contact (other than parent): ____________________________

Insurance Carrier: ___________________________ Policy #: ______________

Ability Level: Beginner ? Intermediate ? Year-round/Advanced ?

Swimmer’s T-shirt Size: (circle one)

Youth: S M L Adult: S M L XL

Team Fees: $60

Same Family Discount – $5 discount for each additional sibling

Payment for ___ child(ren): $_______ Check #: _______ Cash: _______

Make checks payable to: Villages of Leacroft Swim Team

Volunteer Requirement:
The Leacroft Barracudas swim team requires parent volunteers to serve in various tasks necessary to
operate the team and conduct swim meets.

I understand this requirement and will volunteer to help.

Parent signature: _________________________________

Please fill out separate form for each child.

Barracudas 2010 Season Registration Form
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“There’s no place like
home; there’s no
place like home.”
Dorothy was right
when she clicked the
heels of her red
shoes together and
started chanting
these words.

Although the land of OZ had
blue skies and magical over-
tones, home was where
Dorothy wanted to be. Home in
Kansas.

To me, home now is North Car-
olina. However, Florida is magi-
cal. Awesome tropical plants
thrive there. And being able to
sit by the pool with the palm
trees swaying in the wind year-
round is just phenomenal. The
serenity and peacefulness
makes it very conducive to
writing.

North Carolina is where people
are friendly and caring. The ca-
maraderie is unbeatable, and
the atmosphere is always fes-
tive. Hearing and seeing kids
playing in the court, riding bikes
and the weekly barbeques
make me feel young, healthy
and vibrant. (I’m the only one in
my court who uses a cane.) The
conversation doesn’t revolve
around what medications you

are taking or who died this
week. It’s a much happier, live-
lier place.

All that being said, in about 10
years from now I’ll be having a
real dilemma. Do I move to
Florida to a much warmer cli-
mate or stay in North Carolina
where the neighbors and friend-
liness of the people prevail?

I love it here. I’m trying to com-
bine the best of both worlds. I
planted a palm tree in my back-

yard, and I have oranges deliv-
ered to me several times a year.
I tried planting a pineapple and
some tropical flowers in my
backyard, but they didn’t sur-
vive.

I am also still trying to get the
pool opened earlier in the sea-
son and with earlier hours in the
summer, but I think I’m a one-
person army on that.

I did manage (with some help)
to convince the board to host an
adult-only barbeque. And we
are still trying to recruit some
more adults for our adult-only
activities.

It’s difficult to create the best of
both worlds—and I don’t know
where I will be 10 years from
now, but at this time in my life, I
consider North Carolina my
home. And as Dorothy said in
the Wizard of Oz: “There’s no
place like home.”

A Northerner’s View of the South by Neighbor Deb Peters

“North Carolina is
where people are

friendly and caring.
The camaraderie is
unbeatable, and the

atmosphere is
always festive.”
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HOA Board HOABoard@Leacroft.org

President, Frank Keenan (704) 910-0786
Vice-President, William Blackburn (704) 548-9866
Secretary, Tami Merry (704) 717-4942
Treasurer, Jennifer DeMartino (704) 503-7723

Leacroft Committees

ARC Chair, Open
Pool Chair, Patrick Bunn (704) 717-2881
Events Chair, Jessica Moore (704) 549-1449
Adult Activities Committee (AAC)

Deb Peters (704) 593-1271
Brigitte Stoll (704) 264-2259

Swim Team Manager, Ken Bury (704) 307-4537

Additional Contacts

Henderson Management (704) 535-1122
(Property Manager: Matt Pryor) Fax (704) 569-9669
Pool House (704) 549-5803
University City CMPD Response Area 1 (704) 432-3900
Tennis Courts Code 3241
CharMeck Services 311

Important Contact Numbers HHOOAA AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss::

• Sign up for the Leacroft mailing list.
Just send an e-mail to: 
LeacroftVillagersubscribe@ 
yahoogroups.com

• Selling your house? Remind your real
estate agent you are only allowed one
(1) sign on your property, facing the
street. No signs are allowed in the com-
mon areas, along streets, or outside the
neighborhood entrance.

• Under construction? Contractor work
signs can only be displayed while work
is in progress.

• Got junk? Please don’t share it with
your neighbors! Bulk items for pick up
should only be placed curb-side the
night before garbage pick up.

• Street light out? Please call 
Duke Power at 800-769-3766.

• All Leacroft mailboxes should com-
ply with the standard neighborhood
mailbox. If yours does not, you can
purchase a mailbox and/or post by con-
tacting: David Cole, Carolina Mailboxes
www.carolinamailboxes.com Request
the Eastfield T1 mailbox and post. 704-
587-9797

If you have neighborhood news to 
share or would like to advertise in 
The Villager, please contact 
knblackburn@yahoo.com.

Have a comment or 
suggestion? Drop us a 
note in the new locking 
mailbox in the common 
area near the playground.

We’re on the Web!

See us at: www.leacroft.org

http://www.leacroft.org
mailto:knblackburn@yahoo.com
mailto:LeacroftVillagersubscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:LeacroftVillagersubscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:HOABoard@Leacroft.org
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The next Adult Activity Club
meeting will be sometime in the
beginning of June (probably at
the pool). 

Right now, the only event we
have on tap is the adult swim
party and barbeque. This will be
on Friday, June 25 at the pool.

We are still working out the de-
tails, and we will have fliers and
more info by May 29 at the
Neighborhood Block Party.

Also: We are setting up trips to

the farmer’s market on Saturday
mornings.

We need one or two people to
volunteer to drive so we don’t
have to take individual cars. 

Call us if interested.  

Deb Peters          
704-593-1271
DSPeters9@aol.com

Brigitte Stoll        
704-264-2259  
BStoll1@carolina rr.com

Adult Activity Club Update

**ATTENTION ** 

We would like to pub-
lish an updated list of
neighborhood serv-
ices. 

Any neighborhood res-
ident under the age of
18 who would like to
advertise neighbor-
hood services such as
baby sitting, pet sit-
ting, lawn care or car
washing may do so
free of charge.

Please have your par-
ent or legal guardian
call or e-mail me to en-
sure your place on the
list. 

Please do so by May
15, 2010, to be in-
cluded in the June
Newsletter. 

Contact info:

Kimberly Blackburn
knblackburn@yahoo.com
704-548-9866

Other Upcoming 2010 Leacroft Events
May 1
7 am - noon

Spring Garage Sale/Coffee Sale*** 

May 29
5:30 - 11 pm

Block Party with a Movie*** (TWO volunteers needed.
Call Dave Milam 704-277-3823.)

June 25 Adult-Only Swim Party and Barbeque (more info to come)

June 11
6 - 10 pm

Summer Season Opening Bash.
Pizza, Popcorn, Move and Swim ~ FREE.

July 3
9 am - 2 pm

July 4th Celebration. 
Bring your own lunch, play games, win prizes. 
Children’s bike parade.

July 16
6:30 -10:30 pm

Dinner and a Movie.
Purchase dinner at pool; enjoy free movie and popcorn.

August 20
7 - 10 pm

End of Summer Ice Cream and a Movie. (ONE volunteer
needed. Call Jessica Moore 704-549-1449.)

October 9
4 - 6:30 pm

Fall Festival/Chili cook-off *** (TWO volunteers needed. Call
Jessica Moore 704-549-1449.)

December 14 Holiday “sleigh ride” with Santa *** (TWO volunteers
needed. Call Michelle Dunham 704-770-1964.)

*** Requires RSVP. Watch for registration forms. All dates are subject to
change or cancellation due to weather or participation.

Neighborhood 
Services

mailto:knblackburn@yahoo.com
mailto:BStoll1@carolina.rr.com
mailto:DSPeters9@aol.com


Page 7 The Villager
Area Description Block Captain Contacts

1 Billingham Paula Henricksen, bookworm@carolina.rr.com
704-595-9288

2 Chadsworth & Fairbourne Blake Thomas, 704-877-2386

3 & 4 Highcroft (from Fairbourne to Old Bridge, 
from Old Bridge to cul-de-sac)

Gerri and Ed Gercak, asbger1234@edandgerrigercak.com
704-280-6034

5 Stoneykirk Brigitte Stoll, BStoll1@carolina.rr.com
704-264-2259

6 Bolton Janet and Brad DeCoste

7 & 8 Old Bridge (Block captains will 
determine boundaries)

Christine and Richard Manning, rmanning44@yahoo.com
704-510-9296
Jenn Greiner, jgreiner@brightlandfarms.com

9 Ingleton & McKendree Deb Peters, DSPeters9@aol.com
704-593-1271

10 & 11 Highcroft (from Fairborne to Suffield, from 
Suffield to Worsley)

Available

12 & 13 Worsley (from cul-de-sac to Canterbrook,
from Canterbrook to cul-de-sac)

Bob Matthews, maeh_gran@bellsouth.net

14 & 15 Canterbrook (from Worsley to Dunfield, 
from Dunfield to Turtle cross)

Pam and Mike Wisniewski, Pam@Leacroft.org
704-293-8978

LenCon Travel
Lencontravel.com

LenTucker@Carolina.rr.com
4500 Highcroft Lane

704-907-1430

Connie and I have lived in Leacroft for 15
years.

We have recently started a full service
home based travel agency.

We have traveled extensively and would love
to help you with any of  your travel plans.

How about a Caribbean or Alaskan cruise or
New England in the fall?

If  you have any questions, call, e-mail or
just drop by.

Check out our Web site. 

Step 4
Add a porch swing or even an old-fashioned milk
can and shoe rack to give it a distinct look.

Step 5
Plants from the street to the front door are an im-
portant asset. Choose height and types of plants
that are appropriate for our region. 

Step 6
Light fixtures and even gutters may add subtle un-
dertones to a front porch and the curb appeal. 

Choose one area to set apart and then sit back to
evaluate. Let the unique curb appeal of your home
reflect your own creative tastes.

Remember, before undertaking any major
changes, make sure you contact the Architec-
tural Review Committee to check and see if
you need approvals for the work.

Curb Appeal cont. from page 1

http://www.lencontravel.com
mailto:Pam@Leacroft.org
maeh_gran@bellsouth.net
mailto:DSPeters9@aol.com
mailto:jgreiner@brightlandfarms.com
mailto:rmanning44@yahoo.com
mailto:BStoll1@carolina.rr.com
mailto:bookworm@carolina.rr.com
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April’s 
Yard of the Month:

Tara and David Fiano

4649 Highcroft Lane

The Fiano’s received a $25
Harris Teeter gift card.
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