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The Villager_________________________________________________________________________________

Here are some answers to Frequently Asked Questions about the holiday:

•Yes! Punxsutawney Phil is the only true weather forecasting 
groundhog. The others are just impostors.
•How often is Phil's prediction correct? 100% of the time, of course!
•How many "Phils" have there been over the years? There has only 
been one Punxsutawney Phil. He has been making predictions for over 
125 years!
•Punxsutawney Phil gets his longevity from drinking the "elixir of life," 
a secret recipe. Phil takes one sip every summer at the Groundhog 
Picnic and it magically gives him seven more years of life.
•On February 2, Phil comes out of his burrow on Gobbler's Knob - in 
front of thousands of followers from all over the world - to predict 
the weather for the rest of winter.
•According to legend, if Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, there will 
be six more weeks of winter weather. If he does not see his shadow, 
there will be an early spring.

•No! Phil's forecasts are not made in advance by the Inner Circle. After 
Phil emerges from his burrow on February 2, he speaks to the Groundhog Club president 
in "Groundhogese"(a language only understood by the current president of the Inner 
Circle). His proclamation is then translated for the world.

• The celebration of Groundhog Day began with Pennsylvania's earliest settlers. They 
brought with them the legend of Candlemas Day, which states, "For as the sun shines on 
Candlemas Day, so far will the snow swirl in May..."

• Punxsutawney held its first Groundhog Day in the 1800s. The first official trek to Gobbler's 
Knob was made on February 2, 1887.

• So the story goes, Punxsutawney Phil was named after King Phillip. Prior to being called 
Phil, he was called Br'er Groundhog.

Groundhog’s Day
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A Valentine Story
I was never much for Valentine’s day after grade school where everyone in the 
class gave Valentine cards to everyone else. About the third grade, I had second 
thoughts about sending a card to a guy named Butch asking him to be my 
Valentine. I can not remember sending another card for a long time.  

That all changed when I met Connie.

We had been dating for about 18 months when I proposed at Thanksgiving 
dinner before the family and friends. I think she was truly surprised. Her sister-
in-law suggested that we get married at their house on Christmas eve since she 
had a big party planned and most of our friends and relatives would be there. I 
thought it was a great idea and it would be cheap.  Connie was in information 
overflow and nothing was being processed. She had less than a month to 
prepare for our wedding.

 After the wedding we started thinking about a honeymoon. Valentine day pasted 
without much notice.  Valentine day was not my thing and Connie was too busy to think about it.

Fast forward one year to February 13.  

I called Connie to say hi and she brought up Valentine’s Day.  “What are we going to do for Valentine’s Day?” she 
asked. I had not give a minute thought to it.  “Would you like to go to Coco’s for dinner?” I responded after a 
few seconds.  Coco’s was a local diner that was fine for Saturday breakfast but it was not a place for a romantic 
Valentine dinner.  What did I know?  Valentine’s day was not my thing. “No!” she replied, “I will just make 
something at home”.  I am often pretty slow at catching the subtle hints from her but this time I knew I was in 
big trouble.  As soon a we hung-up, I was calling every nice restaurant within 50 miles to try to get a reservation 
tomorrow night.  Finally I got one. It was a very nice restaurant but it was about 30 miles from home and the 
reservation was for 9:30PM.  Connie and I both had to get up early for work and 9:30 was about our bedtime.

I tried to explain to her that Coco’s was just a joke and that I had reservation all along. She did not buy it.
We had a great time at the restaurant but we both were pretty tired.  That night, she thanked me for dinner but 
said that next year she would plan Valentine’s day. I had the strange feeling that I was not yet out of the dog 
house.  I suggested that we alternate years in planning the celebration and she could have next year and I would 
have the following year.  I felt that if she would buy that plan, I would be around for at least two more years. We 
also decided that Christmas eve was a great time to get married but it was a lousy time for a wedding 
anniversary.  We declared Valentine’s Day our official wedding anniversary and that we would celebrate it up big 
every year. 
The next year, she got us a nice hotel room and made reservations for a nice Valentine dinner.  We had dinner in 
the room but that is another story.
The next year was my year and I had to out do her plans.  We have been doing this for nearly 30 years now.  We 
have done everything from a train ride up the California coast to week at a dude ranch near  Ronald Reagan’s 
ranch.  Some years have been more modest than others.  For example, last year we went on a South Pacific 
cruise that I have been writing about in the travel section. This year we are going to Beaufort SC.  
I hope we can keep it up for another 30 years. 
Len
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HOA and Leacroft Committees
Message from the HOA President

In January, the Board met at the home of one of the Board members due to the previously mentioned 
pending fees for the use of the meeting room at Bass Pro Shop at Concord Mills.  During the meeting it 
was discussed that the Board will meet February at someone’s home  as well in order to keep unforeseen 
expenses to a minimum.  The Board is considering having open meetings at Bass Pro Shop once per 
quarter in the event it is requested by the membership at large, or simply a few members generally.  We 
will continue to keep everyone posted on these meetings via the newsletter.

Beth Degrassi has volunteered herself for the position of Treasurer for 2013 as well.  We thank her for 
stepping up into this important role and we have every confidence in her ability to do well in this 
important role.

Spring 2013 is not that far away and thus we will be working on two major improvements to the pool 
and to the parking in the coming months.  

	
 We will be adding an access control system at the pool access gate that is within the clubhouse.  
This system will operate just like any key fob system you may be accustomed to using at your place of 
work or local gym.  When completed, each homeowner will be assigned a unique key fob registered in 
their name and this will be required for entrance to the pool.  Additional key fobs will be available for 
purchase if needed.   By adding this system, we will be able to better monitor use and to prevent 
unauthorized individuals from gaining access to our most prominent and expensive community amenity.  
There will be more information on this coming out in March and we anticipate key fobs to be mailed out 
late April or early May.

	
 The entire parking lot will be resurfaced in April 2013.  In doing so, the existing asphalt will be 
removed, new asphalt laid down and new parking stripes painted.  We plan on executing this during CMS 
spring break so as not to inconvenience school bus riders.  There will be future announcements on this in 
March as well. 

Finally, a thank you to all owners who volunteer their time and efforts in any committee or other capacity 
that helps to make Leacroft a great place to live.  I am always impressed with the dedication of the 
Events/Social committee for their hard work, dedication and the ability to put on events that a lot of us 
enjoy.   As always anyone wanting to assist in any event or other project should feel free to contact the 
Board or a committee member to get you plugged in to the community.

Till next time stay safe,

Paul A. Greiner, CMCA, AMS
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Villages of Leacroft               
Spring Festival and

Easter Egg Hunt

Who:	
 	
 All Age Groups

When:	
 Saturday, March 23, 2013
	
 	
 	
 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
	
 	
 	
 (Rain date: March 24, 2013 4 pm – 6 pm)

Where:	
 Pool Parking Lot and Common Areas
Time:	
 	
 11:00 – 12:00 ages 8 –12 meet at pool clubhouse

	
 	
 	
 (Scavenger hunt – parents can help)
	
 	
 	
 11:30 ages 0-2 – Tennis Courts
	
 	
 	
 11:45 ages 3-5 – Grounds around Playground
	
 	
 	
 12:00 ages 6-7 – Grounds around Tennis Courts

Cost:  $4 per child

Raffle: 3 Themed Baskets (Adult, Boy, Girl) filled with goodies. Each will be raffled off for 
$1 per ticket.  MUST be present to win!!

Events:
*  Full petting Zoo plus feeding animals   
*  Charlotte Fire Truck     *  Golden Egg Prizes
*  Pony Rides      *  Scavenger Hunt

Easter Eggs will be provided by the 
Leacroft Event Planning Committee

Please complete this portion and return it, check payable to “The Villages of Leacroft Social 
Committee” to Jessica Moore, 10508 Old Bridge Ln. by March 19, 2013!!!!  Call Jessica 
Moore for more information, 704-549-1449.

-OR-
Register on line at www.leacroft.org

Name:_______________________________ Phone:________________________

Number and Ages of children attending:_______________________________________
Total amount enclosed:  $_________________

Need enthusiastic Adults to help with scavenger hunt: _________________________

I can help with:
Clean Up: _________          Hiding Eggs:_________         Sign in Table:_________ Set up:__________
    (Need 2 volunteers) (Need 5 volunteers) (Need 1 volunteer)     (Need 3 volunteers)

Events Planning Team

http://www.leacroft.org
http://www.leacroft.org
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Villages of Leacroft
Walk

Why:  Fund Raiser for Leacroft Events

When: Saturday, March 23, 2013
  11:00 am – 1:00 pm
  (Rain date:  March 24, 2013 4:00pm – 6:00pm)
Where: Pool Parking Lot and Common Areas
What: Donate your favorite baked goods and/or juice boxes

**Bake Walk – Cakes, Pies, Cookies, Brownies and/or Cupcakes**

**Each child will receive one free juice box**

Please make us aware of any nuts in your baked goods!!

Baked goods will be collected on Saturday, March 23th at 9:00 am

Please complete this portion and return it to Jessica Moore, 10508 Old Bridge Ln. by March 19th!!!  Call 
Jessica Moore for more information, 704-549-1449

-OR-
Register online at www.leacroft.org

Name: ______________________________ Phone: _____________________________

Type and amount of baked goods you will provide: ____________________________

Nuts:  YES   NO  (Please circle one)

I can help with:

Collecting baked goods: ______ Setting up baked goods: _______

   (Need 1 volunteer)      (Need 2 volunteers)  

http://www.leacroft.org
http://www.leacroft.org
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It is time to thinking about summer swim team.  Registration will be in 
March and April and is open to all Leacroft residents age 5-18.  Practice 
will begin in May.  Meets will be weekly June 11th through July 14th.  This is 
a great opportunity for the kids to become better swimmers, make new 
friends,  win ribbons,  get exercise and have fun!  Mark your calendars 
now. 

We are also looking for local businesses to sponsor the team.  If you are a 
Leacroft resident and own your own business this is a great opportunity 
for you to help the neighborhood kids and get some advertising.    For 
details contact us at www.leacroftswimteam@gmail.com

http://www.leacroftswimteam@gmail.com
http://www.leacroftswimteam@gmail.com
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Leacroft People

______________________________________

The Moore Family

"Our family moved into the Villages of Leacroft in the summer of 2004 with our three oldest 
children – Brittany, Tyler, and Carson.   Will and Ashleigh followed in the next few years and 
have only known living in this neighborhood.   David is the administrator at CrossWay 
Community Church while Jessica homeschools our kids.   We have been married over 16 
years and are planning on at least 49 more.
 
Since moving into the neighborhood, we have tried to take advantage of the neighborhood 
events to get to know our neighbors.   As a result, Jessica quickly joined the event planning 
committee and now leads that team.    We have gotten to know many people via the Easter 
Egg Hunts, Fall Festivals, Block Parties, and Sleigh Rides and enjoy seeing and interacting with 
those familiar faces around the neighborhood and at the pool.   Although our lives are full 
(just like many of you!), we want to contribute to making Leacroft a great place to live."
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GARDENING BY DEB PETERS

Gardening 101      February 2013                         Deb Peters

     Don’t do it!  Don’t do it   Don’t do it!    Okay, so we’ve had a few above average days
And the days are getting longer.  But it’s still WINTER.  I know some of you (including myself) already have bright 
yellow daffodils popping out of the ground.  The thing is the bulb actually does most of its growing underground. 
What this means if we have a day or two where the temps hit below freezing the bulb part still stays pretty 
protected.  Even though they are spring perennials the bulb should survive.

     Now, just as stores rush the holidays, you know, Christmas displays before Halloween, and Valentine’s Day 
right after Christmas; they often put out their spring plants and veggies way, way too early.  They make their 
displays look so attractive and “springy” that it’s not hard for even experienced gardeners to succumb to the 
purchasing of them.  It happened to me this year.  I got caught up in the arrival of the warm weather and colorful 
display of pansies at Wal mart. Now I already have a pot of pansies in the front of my house and everyone knows 
that pansies will tolerate the frost.

     Well guess what?  They don’t.  The pansies that I have out front that bloomed through the frost and snow and 
are still blooming are mature/well established plants.  They have been in the front of my house for about three 
years. The ones that I was enticed to purchase were young plants, beautiful colors, which made me feel happy.  I 
planted them outside and sure enough like clockwork we had another frost.   What happened?  You guessed it 
they died.  I guess “Mother Nature” still likes to be in control of things.

     Now about your vegetables.  We live in zone 7 (NC).  We are considered to be a part of the Southeast but 
not the Deep South.  The standard rule of thumb is do not plant until the date after the average date of the last 
frost.  In North Carolina this is mid-April.  4-15. If you are inclined to plant seeds before then, you can do it in 
your house.  There are plenty of grow kits out there.  My preference is to start my garden with transplants so I’ll 
wait until after mid-April

     Now the good news is you can still get outside and start your garden preparation. This season I am going to 
give you step-by-step instructions for building a raised bed garden. 
First pick a spot.  It should have sun for most of the day.  It should also be a spot that is easy to get water to.  
Make sure it is not a place where the kids or pets will trample through.  Start small.  I cannot stress this enough.  
If you start too big you will feel overwhelmed.  If you build a 10x12 (room size) garden, I can guarantee that you 
won’t be able to deal with it and your gardening days will be over before they start.

     Once you pick a spot mark it with either paint or string and take note as to how much sun it gets, and how 
easy it will be to water.  Two of my garden boxes are 8x3 and my herb box is 5x2.  I started out 12 years ago 
with one 8x3 box.  By having two of the sides only 3 feet wide you will be able to get to the middle of the 
garden without stepping into the garden.  The next step is to build the garden box.  I will give you step-by-step 
instructions in the March issue of the Villager.
     In the meantime enjoy all those garden catalogs that are arriving in your mailbox and decide what kind of 
vegetables you want to grow.  Don’t doubt yourself.  You can do it.  It’s not difficult, and you will reap the 
goodness of fresh veggies all summer long.

     Here to green thumbs and Happy Gardening.

                                    Deb Peters
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Advertisements 

Owned and operated by a Leacroft Resident

     Support your local merchants
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Have you considered a vacation in
 Alaska?

Len Tucker
LenTucker@Cruiseshipcenters.com

704-907-1430
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Travel

Our next stop was on the Big 
Island of Hawaii.  Our ship 
arrived early in the morning 
and after breakfast, we were 
off on bus ride around a 
large, maybe it was just a 
small, part of the island.  We 
visited the Mauna Loa 
Macadamia nut processing 
plant, an orchid farm, water 
falls  and volcanos
The following was copied 
from an internet site but it 
describes the Big Island very 
well

Hawaii Island isn’t just big, it’s still 
growing. The Island of Hawaii is the 
youngest island in the Hawaiian chain 
and is also by far the biggest, 
providing a vast canvas of 
environments to discover a variety of 
unrivaled natural wonders. This is the 
home of one of the world’s most 
active volcanoes (Kilauea), the tallest 
sea mountain in the world at more 
than 33,000 feet (Maunakea), the 
most massive mountain in the world 
(Maunaloa) and the largest park in the 
state (Hawaii Volcanoes National Park). All but two of the world’s climate zones generate 
everything from lush rain forests to volcanic deserts, snow-capped mountaintops to beautiful 
black sand beaches. Whether you’re looking for a romantic getaway or a journey off the beaten 
path, you’ll discover it all on Hawaii, the Big Island.
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Classified AdsClassified AdsClassified Ads

Leacroft Youth

These ads are free for Leacroft residents 
under 19 years old.

Lots of room for ads Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for babysitting 
or pet sitting. She is Red Cross-certified 
for babysitting. Sarah can be reached at 
980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-593-0581 

rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet setting

Jillian Manning is available for 
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red 
Cross-certified for babysitting. She can be 
reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf 
removal

704-549-1499

Mothers’Helper

Evan Thomas  (age 8) 704-877-2386

Help around house; vacuum, dust, pickup 
etc.  Call for rates

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey  Pet setting 
704-593-0581

Daniel Faler  16   Dog sitter 
(704)510-0052

Classified Ads

Classified Ads

For Personal items only.  Free for 3 
months.  For Leacroft Residents only.

Britney Moore  Pet care / Cookie 
Catering  704-549-1449
e-mail sweetiepierose@earthlink.net

Daniel Faler 16 Grass cutter
704-510-0052

Caroline Faler 12 Dog Sitter
704-510-0052

mailto:sweetiepierose@earthlink.net
mailto:sweetiepierose@earthlink.net
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Air Conditioning / Heating

Bradham Brothers  

(704) 392-8056

Quality Comfort HVAC

PO Box 1726

Matthews NC 28106

Qualityhvac@alltel.net  704821-6920

Appliance Repair

NC Plumbing (Dishwasher install)

5205 Blackjack Lane

Mint Hill, NC 28277

NCPlumbing.com 704-9620460

Expert Appliance Service

Indian Trail, NC

Expertappliancenc.com 

704-292-8429

Carolina Appliance

704-847-0004

http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com

Auto Repair

Pitts Repair Service 

704-786-6894

Carpet and Rug Cleaning 

Lillard’s Carpet & Rug Cleaning
Charlotte, NC
704-728-2724

Concrete

Concrete by George 

704-605-3709

Leacroft List
All listings on these pages have been recommended by Leacroft residents that have used the services.  
Plenty of room for more

mailto:Qualityhvac@alltel.net
mailto:Qualityhvac@alltel.net
http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com
http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Dryer Vents

Dryer Vent Wizard (David LaValle)
Charlotte, NC
DavidLaValle@gmail.com
Charlottedryerventlady.com

Electrician 

Robert Riley (electrician & handyman)
Riley Electric
Charlotte, NC
704-248-1214

Gas Piping

Clark’s Gas Piping
6443 Pargo Road
Charlotte, NC 28216
704-391-1042

Glass

Glass Solutions
10806 Reames Rd., Suite D

Garage Doors

Precision Door Service
4000-A Sardis Church Road
Monroe, NC 28110
precisiondoor.net
704-347-0300

Elite Garage Door Service 704-293-9558

http://elitegaragedoor.com

mailto:DavidLaValle@gmail.com
mailto:DavidLaValle@gmail.com
http://elitegaragedoor.com
http://elitegaragedoor.com
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Handyman

Johnny Shue
Shue’s Home Improvements & 
Restorations
Mt. Pleasant, NC  704-791-4046

Robert Riley 
Riley Electric
Charlotte NC
704-248-1214

Lawn Care

A&T Lawn Care

704-609-9066

See ad in the Villager

Lawn of Dreams

704-262-9869

Painting

Plumbing

Jim Myers Plumbing
Charlotte, NC
704-786-9001

Roofing

Ace Roofing
704-364-5774

Tile and Marble

Murdock Tile & Marble
365 Concord Parkway North
Concord, NC 28027
704-793-1587

Randy Tarleton 
Painter , Wallpaper, Power Washer - 

704-606-6401
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Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

Home Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association Board

Paul Greiner, President 4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
704-301-9403

Bob Matthews, Vice 
President 

10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Paula Henriksen, Sec. 10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Beth DeGrassi, 
Treasurer

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
       704-534-1149

Events CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents Committee

Jessica Moore, Chair 10508 Old Bridge Ln. dsjsmoore@earthlink.net  (H) 704-549-1449
(C) 704-607-1818

Ellen Mack, Treasurer 10318 Fairbourne Ct. emmack32123@hotmail.com (H) 704-548-9379
(C) 704-516-5386

Architectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review Committee

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair 

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

CommunicationsCommunicationsCommunicationsCommunications

Paula Henriksen, Acting 
Chair

10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Website Admin.

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

Len Tucker, Newsletter 4500 Highcroft Ln. LeacroftVillager@gmail.com (C) 704-907-1430

Common AreaCommon AreaCommon AreaCommon Area

Joe Mercier, Acting 
Chair

10321 Billingham Dr. merciej@hotmail.com (O) 704-302-1565
(C)  540-548-4333

mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
mailto:emmack32123@hotmail.com
mailto:emmack32123@hotmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com
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Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

LandscapingLandscapingLandscapingLandscaping

Beth Degrassi, Acting 
Chair

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
 (C) 704-534-1149

BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Judy Ferrara, Chair 4506 Highcroft Ln. jferrara2769@yahoo.com (H) 704-609-4908

WelcomingWelcomingWelcomingWelcoming

Brigitte Stoll, Chair 10328 Bolton Court bstoll1@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-264-2259
(C) 980-254-3731

Yard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the Month

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Swim TeamSwim TeamSwim TeamSwim Team

Kelly Schlicher, Co-
Manager

10209 Ingleton Ct. kaboodle@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-503-5230

Trevia Hunter, Co-
Manager

10206 Billingham Dr. treviad@aol.com (H) 704-953-3070

mailto:degband@aol.com
mailto:degband@aol.com
mailto:bstoll1@carolina.rr.com
mailto:bstoll1@carolina.rr.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=587752625
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=587752625
mailto:kaboodle@carolina.rr.com
mailto:kaboodle@carolina.rr.com
mailto:treviad@aol.com
mailto:treviad@aol.com

