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As strange as it may seem, Cinco de Mayo is more of an 
American celebration than it is a Mexican one but it does have its 
roots in Mexico.  Here is a brief history, as I understand it. 
Mexico won it independence from Spain in 1821 after a long and 
bloody struggle not unlike the one we had with England a few 
years earlier. Then came the Mexican-American war (1846-1848) 
which we won and we took a large portion on Mexico to be part 
of the US.  That part included Texas, California, New Mexico, 
Arizona and more.  Then Mexico had its  Civil War in 1858.

By this time, Mexico was broke and was indebted to Britain, Spain 
and France.  Mexico did not owe us anything because we had 
settled the debt at the end of the Mexican-American war. 

The president of Mexico, Benito Juarez, declared that all foreign 
debt payments would be suspended for two years. Britain, Spain 
and France all sent fleets to Mexico to collect their debts.  Spain 
and Britain negotiated with Mexico but Napoleon III had plans to 
establish an empire in Mexico and put in his relative, the 
Archduke Maximilian of Austria, as the ruler of Mexico.



In late1861, the French sent a well-armed army to 
Veracruz. As the army moved slowly from Veracruz toward 
Mexico City, the French met resistance from the Mexicans 
near the town of Puebla. The Mexicans had a poorly 
outfitted army of 4,500 men against a professional French 
army of 6,500 (some estimates as many as 8,000) soldiers.  
The Mexicans won the battle!  It was May 5, 1862. The first 
defeat of a French army in 50 years.

The victory was short lived.  Napoleon was not happy. A 
year later he sent 30,000 troops to Mexico, defeated the 
Mexican army and established Maximilian as ruler of 
Mexico.  



HOA and Leacroft Committees

Message from the HOA President 

Happy Spring everyone !!

With all the improvements completed during the first 4 months of the year I am actually at a loss this 
month as to what to write.  I know, it’s shocking, and I will try my best.

Pool Season is here!!

The pool opens for the weekend only on Saturday, May 18, is closed Monday – Friday the following week, 
then opens again Saturday May 25 to begin our pool season.  A package was mailed to all homeowners in 
the community regarding the new access control system as well as the 2013 pool rules.  You should have 
received this in the last week or so.  If you have not received it, you can download the documents on the 
homepage of the website for your convenience the link is: http://www.leacroft.org/wp-content/uploads/
2013/05/Leacroft-2013-Pool-Season-Letter-Regs.pdf

If you did not receive this mailer you will need to contact Henderson properties to get your pool access 
fob.  You can reach Henderson via email to: hoa@hendersonproperties.com or via phone call 
704-535-1122 and they will be happy to assist.

With Spring time finally here and the average temperature in the day time above 70 degrees (FINALLY) tall 
fescue grass, (and weeds) which most of us in Leacroft have both grow tremendously fast this time of year.  
Along with that, it’s worth noting that few things impact the overall appearance of a home site more than 
the condition of the grass/turf.  Finally grass/turf conditions are one of the most frequent violation letters 
that our management company has to send out to our members and no one really likes those letters.  To 
assist everyone with the condition of their turf, I have decided to delve into the subject of yard 
maintenance with some simple steps you can take now to improve your lawn for a small amount of time 
and money.  

	
 Fertilizer: Early spring is the perfect time to give fescue lawns a dose of fertilizer.  Without getting 
into all the technical details, a high nitrogen content is appropriate for this time of year.  Nitrogen content 
of fertilizer is indicated as the first number in the XX-XX-XX formula indicated on the bag.  Go with one 
that has as its first number, something above 20 and you will be fine.  Also, as a benefit, most spring time 
fertilizer has in it some weed control chemicals.  Scotts Turf Builder with weed control comes to mind.  
Your local Lowes or Home Depot employee will be happy to assist in selecting the most appropriate 
product for you.  A 13lb bag is generally enough to cover about 5,000 sq. Ft which should be enough for 
most homeowners and the cost is around $30.00 per bag.  Scotts Turf Builder is kid and pet safe after 
application just be sure to follow all instructions on the package
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Weed control: If you have already fertilized, but still have weeds, there are simple products out 
there that can kill most weeds without harming your lawn.  Ortho has a liquid product called simply 
“Weed B Gone” which works well (it’s what I use at home) and costs about $11.50 per bottle.  You 
simply hook it up to your hose, and walk around the yard and disperse the product directly onto your 
lawn.  Each bottle covers approximately 3,000 Sq. Ft.  Ortho Weed B Gone is kid and pet safe after the 
turf dries so apply in the evening after the kids settle into the house and you will be just fine. Most 
anyone can apply one or both of these products (don’t apply both within the same week) in about 1 
hour on most of our lawns so time commitment is minimal and I can say from experience that the 
benefits are well worth it.  

Mowing: Finally don’t forget to mow your lawn, and frequently.  Tall Fescue grows more rapidly 
in the spring due to great growing condition so you should mow your lawn at least once per week 
during the rapid growing season.  Tall Fescue should be cut at a length of 3-3.5 inches during the spring 
and can be raised to 4 inches in the summer.  Make sure the blades of your mower is sharp and when 
mowing, try to make sure you do not remove more than 1/3 of the grass blade.  Removing more than 
1/3 of the grass blade at one time stresses the turf and prevents deep root growth.

So there you have it, pretty simple and all in all, should not take up too much of your time.  By 
following the simple steps above, we can all make our community look even better than it does today. 

For more information on tall fescue to down load an annual maintenance schedule simply go to: http://
www.turffiles.ncsu.edu/PDFFiles/000017/Tall_Fescue.pdf

For general information about our community please visit www.leacroft.org , or register with our 
Facebook page “Villages of Leacroft” , and if you enjoy the newsletter and want to share it with other 
neighbors who may not get it, have them sent an email to LeacroftVillager@gmail.com to be added to 
the distribution list.

As always, thank you so much to all of our community volunteers that work sometimes many hours to 
help make Leacroft a great place to live.  My hat is off to all of you.

Till next time stay safe,

Paul A. Greiner, CMCA, AMS
President – Leacroft HOA
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Open letter to all Leacroft Residents:
 
As most of you know, Larry and Susan Ferguson reside on the property 
within our subdivision that has two beautiful ponds.  You might also know 
that this is private property and does have a NO TRESPASSING sign 
posted.
 
Unfortunately, many children and even adults do not respect that fact and 
are often on their property.  With the warmer months approaching, this will 
only increase as it does each year.  The disrespect shown is so bad that 
one resident even went so far as to mow a portion of their property a few 
years back.  He used it as a greenway and proceeded to hit golf balls into 
one of the ponds.  Others show up, put down a chair and start fishing as if 
they are on public property. 
 
Parents, I implore you to make sure that your children respect Larry & 
Susan’s privacy  and not trespass.   While there is a no trespassing sign. 
Smaller children may  not be able to read it, for that reason, they should not 
be playing unsupervised.  .   For those that can read it, I ask that they  be 
considerate and not walk freely  on their property  as if it were their own.  
This is not just out of respect but also safety of your children.  We all know 
how curious they can be and there are lots of fun things in the water.  
Should one fall in, it could result in a very  serious situation when not 
supervised. 
 
On a side note, some teenagers consider the area on Turtle Cross that 
leads up to their property as “lovers lane”.  Those of us that reside on this 
street will not tolerate cars being parked there when they have no reason to 
be.  Not only is it an eyesore but makes it hard for those that live on that 
street to come and go with the traffic of cars that should not be there.
 
We are all entitled to feel comfortable on our own property and are due the 
respect of not having people trespass.  If you do not have permission to be 
there- you should NOT be there. 
 
Jessica Dwyer
 
 



Events Planning Team

Villages of Leacroft Swim Team wants residents ages 5 - 18 to be a part of an exciting 
fun filled summer of swim!  

Email us now for a registration packet or with questions at 
www.leacroftswimteam@gmail.com.

Summer Swim ScheduleSummer Swim ScheduleSummer Swim Schedule

*Registration Deadline: May 24, 2013

*Practices while school is in session:
Tuesday May 28, 2013 June 4, 2013
Thursday May 30, 2013 June 6, 2013

*After School is out, practices will be Monday thru Friday at 6pm*After School is out, practices will be Monday thru Friday at 6pm*After School is out, practices will be Monday thru Friday at 6pm

*Meet Schedule
Tuesday June 11, 2013at Wynfield Forest
Wednesday June 19, 2013at Latta Springs
Tuesday June 25, 2013at Leacroft
Monday July 1, 2013at Leacroft
Monday July 8, 2013at Leacroft

Championship July 14, 2013at HFFA

Can’t make every practice or meet?  No problem, we want you to participate anyway and 
will work with your schedules.  Please contact us if you’re interested.  We can’t wait to 
hear from you!

If yor feel you are unable to participate due to financial difficulties please contact us.  We 
have a couple of  “work to swim” opportunities available and this will be kept private.

WANTED:   Adult Volunteers.  No training or experience required and you do not have to 
have a child on the team.  This is a great opportunity to get to know your neighbors and 
to support the kids in our community.  We will be hosting 3 home meets  and need all the 
help we can get to show our hospitality.  



Date: Saturday, May 25 
Time 5:30-10:30 PM 
Location: The Pool 

Potluck dinner at the pool followed by a movie at  dusk 

A great opportunity to get to know others in the community 

 LEACROFT 

 ♦  BRING YOUR OWN MAIN DISH OR PURCHASE ON SITE ~ SEE BELOW 

 ♦   SIGN-UP TO BRING A SIDE OR DESSERT TO SHARE 

 ♦  SIGN-UP BY WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 AT: leacroft.org 

Sign-Up Details 

BBQ sandwiches will be available for purchase from Smokin’Butts BBQ for $3.00 

2013 

Thanks to CrossWay Community Church’s Leacroft Community Group for coordinating this event 



Travel

 Oahu was our last stop on our South Pacific 
cruise.  Oahu is what you normally think of when 
you hear ‘Hawaii’;  Waikiki Beach,  Hawaii 50, Pearl 
Harbor, Diamond Head and the list goes on. 
Disney has a resort on the island.

Oahu is the third largest island in the Hawaiian 
Islands.  Hawaii (the Big Island) and Maui are 
larger.  It is also the 20th largest island in the US.  
(For extra credit, name a couple of the larger 
islands.)
Almost a million people live on Oahu (75% of the 
Hawaiians live on Oahu and 75% of them live on 
the city side of the island). 

OAHU



The average temperature on Oahu is between 75 and 85 
degrees year around.  Not bad!  Summer (April to 
November) is a little warmer and drier while winter 
(December to March) is a little cooler. We were there in 
February and it was sweater weather and very windy 
where we were.

We arrived by cruise ship early in the morning and had 
made reservations for a tour of the island. We met our 
tour bus on the dock a short distance from the ship.  We 
toured most of the eastern side of the island but spent 
most of our time at Hanauma Bay Natural Preserve and 
Nu’uanu Pali State Wayside.  This area is on the 
southeastern tip of Oahu.  It was formed about 2 million 
years ago when the side of a large volcano (almost half) 
slid into the ocean.  Today is a large cove that is idea for 
snorkeling, swimming or just lying on the beach.  The 
picture above is from this area. 

We liked Oahu but it was not our favorite island. The city 
of Honolulu is a lot like any big city on the mainland with 
lots of people and traffic.  The beaches and parking lots 
can fill quickly. We much prefer Kauai or even Maui to 
Oahu.  Others may think differently. 

The one thing that Oahu does have is a big international 
airport where most visitors land and depart from.  Our 
tour bus dropped us of at the airport and we were soon 
on our way back to Charlotte. 



Leacroft People

We are moving at the end of the month and need 
to clear the yard.  
Free to good home - fully assembled trampoline.

Rebekah Lindsay
10312 Ainslie Court

Call to come pick up: 704-929-6714

Several months ago, when I started this version of the Villager, several people 
mentioned that we could use the newsletter to introduce residents to each 
other.  One suggestions was to celebrate birthdays, especially children’s. by 
putting their pictures in the paper.  One lady  wanted to meet the lady in the 
floppy hat at the pool and the man that walks the cute dog every morning. 
For the past few months, I have been able to talk a few people in to writing a 
brief bio to be included in the Villager but recently it is getting a little harder. 
How many of you don’t know your next door neighbor?  What about a 
couple of doors down?
This is a way for you to introduce yourself to them as well as the rest of the 
neighborhood.  
Think about it!  If you don’t volunteer, I may have to select a few volunteers. 

Bob Matthews and Jimmy Mckenzie drove around Leacroft and gave 
Connie and Len Tucker Yard of month for May.
I am asking each home owner to get ready for June and you never 
know who could win $25.00 gift card and sign for June..
 Thanks,
 Bob Matthews, Chairman 
 Jimmy McKenzie Co. Chairman  



GARDENING BY DEB PETERS

     You’ve worked hard, you picked a spot, you worked your soil, and youBuilt your 
garden box, now it’s time to plant your garden.  (incidentally:  inLast weeks Home 
Depot ad there was a 4x4 cedar raised garden kit for $39.97.  The ad said that all 
you needed to put it together is a screwdriver.
I haven’t looked at it yet but if everything is included (except the soil), it seems like a 
pretty good starter kit. I’m going too look at it this weekend and I’ll give you my 
take on it. 
     Some of you may have planted your vegetables already; remember the last 
anticipated frost date for our region (7) was April 15, so if you did that’s fine.  If not 
now’s the time.  I’m not going to tell you what to plant; but I will give you some 
experienced advice.  

1. Make sure your soil is loose.  After it rains may seem like a logical 
But it’s not.  If you pick up a handful of soil, squeeze it and it clumps then it’s too 
wet.  Young plants with tender roots do not have enough strength to grow 
through heavy soil.  Your soil should be the consistency
of a lightly moist sponge, not one that needs to be rung out.  
 
2. Make sure you have plenty of space between plants.  Do not plant too close 

together.  Think of landscaper’s plants, what seems small now will grow bigger 
and if planted too close they will just wind up crowding each other out. 

3. Tomatoes are about the easiest things to grow.  However; here’s some advice 
even experienced gardeners tend to ignore. (including myself)
Cage or stake them as soon as you put them in the ground.  Once they start 
growing it will be too difficult to support them.  Cages or stakes, well that’s up 
to you.  If you go to Burpee.com they have videos that explains the benefits of 
both, much better then I can.  For my own personal garden I used to do some 
of each, but this year I switched to all cages.  Whichever you decide on now is 
the time to use them.  Even Stan knows the importance of supporting the 
tomatoes when they are young.  This year as I was planting he said to me 
“Deb, did 



you remember to cage the tomatoes”?  Once they start growing they grow 
fast.

Pepper plants usually don’t need to be supported, but last year my pepper 
plants went wild with growth and I wound up staking them in mid season, 
which is probably what I’ll do this season.  For cukes,zucchini, squash, and other 
vine growers you can wait a while to see which way they grow.  Last year I 
wound up putting up a trellis so they wouldn’t lie on the ground.  Eggplant 
should be able to hold it’s own and your lettuce, spinach, cabbage, and collards 
shouldn’t need any support at all. Same with your root vegetables like beets, 
onions, carrots etc.  The rule of thumb is basically if your veggies look like they 
need support give it to them.

1. One more piece of advice:  check your garden everyday and weed,
      weed, weed.  If you spend 10 minutes a day weeding it won’t become  
       a monumental task on the weekends, When you go out to weed feel 
      the soil, You’ll know whether or not it needs to be watered.

2. When you’re finished—Take a step back, be proud of yourself, and
    feel a sense of accomplishment.  Take a picture then watch your
    garden grow.  Even after all these years I still get a rush when I see 
     the flowers starting to appear.  I know it’s getting close; just a few 
      more weeks till you see the birth of your garden.    

Until then;  Here’s to green thumbs and Happy Gardening!  

Next month:  watering, feeding, and helping pollination.  



Advertisements 

Owned and operated by a Leacroft Resident

     Support your local merchants



We are going on a 
European River Cruise

this summer
Want to come

Len Tucker
LenTucker@Cruiseshipcenters.com

704-907-1430



Classified AdsClassified AdsClassified Ads

Leacroft Youth

These ads are free for Leacroft residents 
under 19 years old.

Lots of room for ads Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for babysitting 
or pet sitting. She is Red Cross-certified 
for babysitting. Sarah can be reached at 
980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-593-0581 

rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet setting

Jillian Manning is available for 
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red 
Cross-certified for babysitting. She can be 
reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf 
removal

704-549-1499

Mothers’Helper

Evan Thomas  (age 8) 704-877-2386

Help around house; vacuum, dust, pickup 
etc.  Call for rates

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey  Pet setting 
704-593-0581

Daniel Faler  16   Dog sitter 
(704)510-0052

Classified Ads

Classified Ads

For Personal items only.  Free for 3 
months.  For Leacroft Residents only.

Britney Moore  Pet care / Cookie 
Catering  704-549-1449
e-mail sweetiepierose@earthlink.net

Daniel Faler 16 Grass cutter
704-510-0052

Caroline Faler 12 Dog Sitter
704-510-0052

mailto:sweetiepierose@earthlink.net
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Air Conditioning / Heating

Bradham Brothers  

(704) 392-8056

Quality Comfort HVAC

PO Box 1726

Matthews NC 28106

Qualityhvac@alltel.net  704821-6920

Appliance Repair

NC Plumbing (Dishwasher install)

5205 Blackjack Lane

Mint Hill, NC 28277

NCPlumbing.com 704-9620460

Expert Appliance Service

Indian Trail, NC

Expertappliancenc.com 

704-292-8429

Carolina Appliance

704-847-0004

http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com

Auto Repair

Pitts Repair Service 

704-786-6894

Carpet and Rug Cleaning 

Lillard’s Carpet & Rug Cleaning
Charlotte, NC
704-728-2724

Concrete

Concrete by George 

704-605-3709

Leacroft List
All listings on these pages have been recommended by Leacroft residents that have used the services.  
Plenty of room for more
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Dryer Vents

Dryer Vent Wizard (David LaValle)
Charlotte, NC
DavidLaValle@gmail.com
Charlottedryerventlady.com

Electrician 

Robert Riley (electrician & handyman)
Riley Electric
Charlotte, NC
704-248-1214

Gas Piping

Clark’s Gas Piping
6443 Pargo Road
Charlotte, NC 28216
704-391-1042

Glass

Glass Solutions
10806 Reames Rd., Suite D

Garage Doors

Precision Door Service
4000-A Sardis Church Road
Monroe, NC 28110
precisiondoor.net
704-347-0300

Elite Garage Door Service 704-293-9558

http://elitegaragedoor.com
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Handyman Pest, rodent and snake 
services

Johnny Shue
Shue’s Home Improvements & 
Restorations
Mt. Pleasant, NC  704-791-4046

Robert Riley 
Riley Electric
Charlotte NC
704-248-1214

Southeastern Wildlife Company
John Ricks
803-415-4371

Ask for Leacroft discount

Lawn Care

A&T Lawn Care

704-609-9066

See ad in the Villager

Lawn of Dreams

704-262-9869

Painting

Plumbing

Jim Myers Plumbing
Charlotte, NC
704-786-9001

Roofing

Ace Roofing
704-364-5774

Tile and Marble

Murdock Tile & Marble
365 Concord Parkway North
Concord, NC 28027
704-793-1587

Randy Tarleton 
Painter , Wallpaper, Power Washer - 

704-606-6401



Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

Home Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association Board

Paul Greiner, President 4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
704-301-9403

Bob Matthews, Vice 
President 

10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Paula Henriksen, Sec. 10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Beth DeGrassi, 
Treasurer

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
       704-534-1149

Jimmy McKenzie 10524 Worsley Ln. jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com

Events CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents Committee

Jessica Moore, Chair 10508 Old Bridge Ln. dsjsmoore@earthlink.net  (H) 704-549-1449
(C) 704-607-1818

Ellen Mack, Treasurer 10318 Fairbourne Ct. emmack32123@hotmail.com (H) 704-548-9379
(C) 704-516-5386

Architectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review Committee

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair 

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

CommunicationsCommunicationsCommunicationsCommunications

Paula Henriksen, Acting 
Chair

10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Website Admin.

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

Len Tucker, Newsletter 4500 Highcroft Ln. LeacroftVillager@gmail.com (C) 704-907-1430

Common AreaCommon AreaCommon AreaCommon Area

Joe Mercier, Acting 
Chair

10321 Billingham Dr. merciej@hotmail.com (O) 704-302-1565
(C)  540-548-4333

mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com
mailto:jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
mailto:emmack32123@hotmail.com
mailto:emmack32123@hotmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com


Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

LandscapingLandscapingLandscapingLandscaping

Beth Degrassi, Acting 
Chair

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
 (C) 704-534-1149

BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Judy Ferrara, Chair 4506 Highcroft Ln. jferrara2769@yahoo.com (H) 704-609-4908

WelcomingWelcomingWelcomingWelcoming

Brigitte Stoll, Chair 10328 Bolton Court bstoll1@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-264-2259
(C) 980-254-3731

Yard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the Month

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Swim TeamSwim TeamSwim TeamSwim Team

Kelly Schlicher, Co-
Manager

10209 Ingleton Ct. kaboodle@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-503-5230

Trevia Hunter, Co-
Manager

10206 Billingham Dr. treviad@aol.com (H) 704-953-3070
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