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D-Day



STUNNING D-DAY FACTS
It isn't just stories like the capture of Pegasus Bridge which boggle the mind. 
Consider the following D-Day facts:

• Until the very last minute, the place of invasion - Normandy - was the 
most heavily guarded secret on the planet.

• Even the units conducting the initial assaults did not know the locations of 
their landings.

• Surprise was crucial since Germany had 55 divisions in France - the 
Allies could transport no more than 8 divisions on D-Day morning.

• It is estimated that nearly 2 million soldiers, sailors and airmen were 
involved in Operation Overlord, including U.S., British, and Canadians 
who were scheduled to fight after men on the ground secured a 
Normandy bridgehead.

• 195,000 naval personnel manned 6,939 naval vessels (including 1,200 
warships and 15 hospital ships).

• About 17 million maps supported the mission.
• Training maps used fake names.
• The United States shipped 7 million tons of supplies (that translates into 

14 billion pounds of material).
• Of those supplies, ammunition accounted for 448,000 tons.
• Air-support operations - often overlooked in the success of D-Day - 

sustained significant losses:
• Between the 1st of April and the 5th of June, 1944, the Allies flew 14,000 

missions losing 12,000 airmen and 2,000 aircraft.
• 127 more planes were lost on D-Day.
• By the end of the Normandy campaign, 28,000 airmen were dead.
• Instead of two days, it took Germany's 2nd Waffen SS Division two 

weeks to reach the front. Allied air power, Eisenhower's spies and French 
Resistance contacts all contributed to that result.

• There are 9,386 graves in the American cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer. 
Each grave faces west, toward America.

• 307 of those graves contain the remains of "unknown" soldiers.
• 1,557 names are listed in The Garden of the Missing for those who were 

never found.
• 4,868 British dead are buried in the Bayeux Cemetery.
• 1,837 British names are listed at Bayeux for those who were never found.

 

In June 1944, America and her allies invaded the German stronghold in France.  We have a 
tendency to forget the sacrifices made on those June days.  Here are a few facts that I got 
from the internet.  We should never forget what they did then for us now. 
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• There were 946 Canadian casualties in the Normandy campaign.
• 21,500 German dead are buried at LaCambe.

Had it not been for the discovery of penicillin by Alexander Fleming (in 1928) and 
further research and testing by Howard Florey and Ernst Chain (in the late 30s and 
early 40s) - proving that penicillin could successfully treat infections - the death 
tolls would have been far greater.

Five years before he died, General Eisenhower (who was a conquering hero at 
war's end and later served two terms as America's president) came back to 
Colleville-sur-Mer. It was the first, and only, time he made that journey after the 
war. Looking over Omaha Beach, he spoke from his heart:

. . . these men came here - British and our allies, and Americans - to storm these 
beaches for one purpose only, not to gain anything for ourselves, not to fulfill any 
ambitions that America had for conquest, but just to preserve freedom. . . . Many 
thousands of men have died for such ideals as these. . . but these young boys. . . 
were cut off in their prime. . . I devoutly hope that we will never again have to see 
such scenes as these. I think and hope, and pray, that humanity will have 
learned. . . we must find some way . . . to gain an eternal peace for this world. 
(Eisenhower: A Soldier's Life, by Carlo D'Este, p. 705.)
Decades after D-Day, even though humanity seems farther than ever from finding 
"some way to gain an eternal peace for this world," everyone can agree on at least 
one point. Those who fought, and died, to free Europe on that day altered the 
course of history.
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HOA and Leacroft Committees

Message from the HOA President

Read your documents… They are more interesting than you think. Well maybe 
interesting is the wrong word as I admit, I am one of the few that enjoy legal 
documents but in actuality, once your break them down, they are not too difficult 
and actually have a lot of information in them.

As many of you know, Villages Of Leacroft Homeowners Association is governed 
by many documents; Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions, Bylaws, Articles of 
Incorporation, Plats, etc which are often referred to as simply “governing 
documents”. Now this may not seem like much of an issue on the surface but 
when you consider that an estimated 90% of homeowners have never read these 
documents the result is many owners do not understand their responsibilities 
contained therein.

One issue in particular that I and the rest of the Board are asked quite often is; 
“What did I get this Violation letter for?”  Generally, the reason for the letter is 
due to the fact that a homeowner did something they should not have 
(unapproved exterior change), or more often, did not do something they should 
(lawn/home maintenance).  Our CCR’s include amongst other items, a listing of 
“Use Restrictions”.  In our CCR’s these restrictions can be found in Section 7 on 
page 13 of the recorded document.  This section list out many things we can do 
with our homes and land, and many things we cannot do. There are two pages of 
restrictions here and they are not too difficult to read in a few minutes.  A full copy 
of our CCR’s and other documents can be found at: http://www.leacroft.org/?
page_id=681

Along with the above section, there are also more defined “Rules and Regulations” 
for the Pool that were developed, and are periodically updated by the Board.  The 
Board is granted this authority under section 4.08 of the CCR’s and it is also under 
this section that the enforcement provision of sending written communication to 
an owner that some type of violation has occurred, or is occurring.  

All of the above as well as the other provisions of the documents often result in violation 
letters being sent.  If I were to summarize the 4-5 easiest ways to avoid getting a letter, I 
would say this; (1) mow your lawn every 5-10 days to a height of 2-4 inches depending on 
the type of  turf you have, (2) apply “lawn safe” broad spectrum weed control products a 



few times each year between February and May, (3) paint your mailbox every few 
years, (4) pressure wash the exterior of your home every few years, and (5) replace or 
paint the shutters on your home as well as the front door (in their original colors of 
course) when they become severely faded.

“Why is all of this important” you may ask.  Well there are really three things that 
come to mind.  (1), almost every realtor out there will say that curb appeal of your 
home, as well as the other homes in your community have more impact on the 
marketability of your home than almost any other factor.  (2) I am sure that everyone 
can appreciate a clean well-kept yard and home (both yours and our neighbors) as this 
makes the entire community more appealing, and (3), Violation letters cost all of us 
money, and quite a bit actually.  Our management contract is the second largest annual 
expense right behind the pool and costs the neighborhood just over $20,000 per year.  
The administrative expense that is included in the contract covers mainly violation 
letters and comprises just about $5,000 of that annual number.  Therefore, we can also 
reduce our yearly expenses and therefore assist in keeping annual assessments in 
check, by following a few relatively easy guidelines and in the end, maintain our 
community appearance without getting one of those famous letters.

Finally, and I apologize for not covering this earlier but Julie Goodliffe, who volunteered 
for the BOD as an “at large” position to fill the vacancy left by Joe Mercier’s expired 
term has sold her home and she and her family will be (or have by now) moving down 
to the south of Charlotte.  This obviously left a void on the Board and we are lucky 
enough to have had Jimmy McKenzie volunteer.  Jimmy works in treasury services at 
Bank of America and he and his wife live on Worsley.  At the May meeting the Board 
nominated Jimmy to the Treasurers position and Jimmy thankfully accepted the 
nomination.  I look forward to working with Jimmy as do the rest of the Board and 
thank Jimmy in advance for his assistance and guidance moving forward.

Till next time, stay safe.

Paul A. Greiner
President
Leacroft Homeowners Association, Inc.



Several people have been asking about rentals in the neighborhood.   I 
have asked Paul Greiner to respond to these queries.  Here is his 
response.

Renters - There is no formal policy within Leacroft regarding renters, there is 
also no support within our governing documents to restrict owners from renting 
their home, or the number of homes in the community that can be rented at any 
time.  Since our CCR's to do not provide for this restriction, to add one would 
involve amending the CCR's. 
 
The possible restriction on rentals was part of the attempted passage of 
amendments to the CCR's along with many other useful changes over many 
months and in fact the last couple of years. 
 
However, due to lack of community interest and the unlikely chance of passage 
led the Board this year to not spend any additional time on the matter.
 
I know this is not the information you wished to receive, however, we are limited 
by the governing documents and therefore, there is nothing the HOA can do to 
limit the ability of any property owner from utilizing their property rights for the 
purpose of Rentals.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul A. Greiner, CMCA, AMS
President - Board of Directors
Villages of Leacroft Homeowners Association, Inc.
 
 "

The Board will provide additional information and details regarding 
this in the July Newsletter.



Open letter to all Leacroft Residents:
 
As most of you know, Larry and Susan Ferguson reside on the property 
within our subdivision that has two beautiful ponds.  You might also know 
that this is private property and does have a NO TRESPASSING sign 
posted.
 
Unfortunately, many children and even adults do not respect that fact and 
are often on their property.  With the warmer months approaching, this will 
only increase as it does each year.  The disrespect shown is so bad that 
one resident even went so far as to mow a portion of their property a few 
years back.  He used it as a greenway and proceeded to hit golf balls into 
one of the ponds.  Others show up, put down a chair and start fishing as if 
they are on public property. 
 
Parents, I implore you to make sure that your children respect Larry & 
Susan’s privacy  and not trespass.   While there is a no trespassing sign. 
Smaller children may  not be able to read it, for that reason, they should not 
be playing unsupervised.  .   For those that can read it, I ask that they  be 
considerate and not walk freely  on their property  as if it were their own.  
This is not just out of respect but also safety of your children.  We all know 
how curious they can be and there are lots of fun things in the water.  
Should one fall in, it could result in a very  serious situation when not 
supervised. 
 
On a side note, some teenagers consider the area on Turtle Cross that 
leads up to their property as “lovers lane”.  Those of us that reside on this 
street will not tolerate cars being parked there when they have no reason to 
be.  Not only is it an eyesore but makes it hard for those that live on that 
street to come and go with the traffic of cars that should not be there.
 
We are all entitled to feel comfortable on our own property and are due the 
respect of not having people trespass.  If you do not have permission to be 
there- you should NOT be there. 
 
Jessica Dwyer
 
 

I am repeating this letter because I believe it is important for all to respect 
the private property.  I am also including a picture of one of the ponds for 
you that have not seen it.



Ferguson’s Pond

Yard of the month
Jess and John Yoos  10418 Worsley Lane  ($25.00 gift certificate)
I am suggesting that all homeowners get ready for the July yard of the month 
contest
Bob Matthews and Jimmy McKenzie



Events Planning Team

Dear Neighbors,

It is unfortunate, but we had to cancel the 2013 swim team season due to 
a lack of participation.  We simply did not have enough swimmers.  This 
is very sad because swim team was a great activity for the kids and a 
great community builder for our neighborhood. 

Upon hearing we would not have a team, Wellington graciously offered to 
let our swimmers join their team.  Several kids from Leacroft are 
swimming there this season to continue their pursuit of the sport.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the HOA board for their 
support with getting the new blocks installed. We would also like to thank 
PostNet for sponsoring our team and The Coffee People Catering and 
Brilliant Lines T-shirts for being willing to sponsor our team.  

                                                                            Sincerely,

Kelly Schlicher & Trevia Hunter

Swim Team Managers



Leacroft News

Thanks to all who participated in the block party over Memorial Day weekend.  
We had approximately 90 people come to hang out together around the pool, 
enjoy the opportunity to catch up with old friends and make new ones.  Although 
the weather and water was cooler than normal, we had a fun opportunity to enjoy 
the company of our neighbors and strengthen the bonds in our community.  
Special thanks to the Leacroft Community Group from CrossWay Community 
Church for organizing the event.  There will be several more movie nights at the 
pool over the summer, so we hope to see you there.

Estate Sale
A couple of weeks ago there was an estate sale at 4400 Chatsworth Court.  It 
was very successful but there are some more items to sale.  Another sale this 
Saturday, June 22 10AM to 6PM.  Everything must go!



Travel

Myrtle Beach in the early morning

Last week, Connie and I along with 3 grandkids spent 4 nights in Myrtle Beach.  I am sure that 
many of you have been to Myrtle beach recently and I will not be telling you anything new.  
We stayed at the Coral Reef Motel, right on the beach.  It is a nice hotel but it is in need of a little 
updating.  It is 11 stories high and four different towers.  Each tower has at least two elevators and 
while we were there, at least one was not working very well.  It is a long walk downstairs, especially 
for us old folks.
Myrtle Beach has a lot of miniature golf courses (Putt Putt for the locals) and of course we had to 
take the grandkids for a round or two.  That was a lot of fun.  The grandkids always won.
One of our favorite hamburger places there is the River City Diner.  It is always crowded but it is 
worth the wait.  You can get other thing than hamburgers but why?  Be sure to get an order of 
onion rings.  You won’t believe how large they are.

One of the things that I have notices the last couple of time that we have been to Myrtle Beach is 
that it seems to be redefining itself.  Many of the older, smaller beachfront motels have gone out of 
business and newer bigger motel are taking their place.  Some of the old beach town flavor is going 
away.
The grandkids have been there so often that they prefer the motel’s pools and lazy river to the 
beach.  The beach is fun for an early morning or late evening walk.  We let the tourist lie on the 
beach.
Even with the changes, it is a fun place to go for a few days.



Hi!

My name is Chuck Excell. I 
recently retired as pastor for 
over 38 years of the Hamburg 
United Methodist Church in 
Hamburg, New York. Before 
entering the pastoral ministry I 
was a professional musician 
(piano/keyboard and organ). I 
also taught piano and was a 
church choir director and 
organist.

My wife of 42 years died in 
2010, three years after I retired.  
It was our hope that, after I 
retired, we would move to the 

Charlotte area where our daughter lives. So my move here in 2012 was a bitter/sweet 
experience. 

One of the things that has made my move here easier is the welcome I received from my 
neighbors on Ingleton Ct. Everyone was so friendly and helpful and made me feel 'at home' 
right away. And that relationship continues to this day. 

I look forward to meeting many of you in the coming months. Mac, my pet Cock-a-poo and I, 
welcome your visit at any time. As those who know me will tell you, my door is always open 
and the 'coffee pot is always on.' 

I look forward to seeing you around the neighborhood.

Leacroft People



GARDENING BY DEB PETERS

     The time is here to see the fruits of your labor.  If you did everything right 
you should start to see the birth of your garden.  You still have a few more 
weeks to harvesting your bounty, but you should see your plants starting to 
grow.

       It’s June, its hot and here are some hot weather tips you should know.  
First and foremost:  water,water,water.  Your garden is in the hot sun all day and 
just like a child, being in the sun all day makes you thirsty.  The best time to 
water is in the early morning or at night after dinner.  If you water during the 
hottest part of the day when the water hits the ground it will quickly 
evaporate.  Now given the choice, if your plants are parched you are better off 
watering then not watering even if it is the hottest part of the day.  (example:  
if your child is outside playing and you take her out a bottle of water and sit it 
in the sun it will get hot.  However, if your child is sweaty, overheated and 
parched any water would be better then no water.  (Just remember the child/
garden analogy I always use.  Treat your garden like you would your child.)

     Another watering solution:  If you must use the hose during the hot part of 
the day, try to let it (the hose) sit in the shade for a while.  This should help 
cool the temperature of the water down.  My preferred method of watering is 
a soaker hose.  It’s easy to set up and it makes watering hassle free all you have 
to do with this method is turn the faucet on and about an hour later turn it 
off.  Some people turn it on when they wake up; or let the dog out and then 
turn it off before they leave for work.  Same thing in the evening.  Turn it on 
after dinner and then turn it on before you go to bed.  Some people have it set 
on a timer so once its programmed it will do it by itself.  We don’t.  I prefer to 
go out and do it myself.  This way I take a couple of minutes to check all my 
plants and see how everyone is doing.



   As far as feeding goes, you can use whatever you want: organic/vs.non organic.  I 
don’t use commercial plant food, but I do go out about every other week and 
sprinkle a mixture of crushed eggshells and coffee grounds around each plant.  If 
you don’t drink that much coffee many coffee shops will give you their coffee 
grounds for free.  Just ask!

     A final tip for this month:  about helping pollination.  A farmer in New Jersey 
once told me if you tickle the flowers, as they appear it is just like a bee landing 
on them to pollinate.  I don’t know if he was pulling my leg or not, but that’s what 
I’ve been doing for the last 20 years and in my mind it works, so I’ll continue 
doing it for the next 20 years!

     Just an ending quickie:  everyone knows how I feel when the first tomatoes 
show up.  Well my neighbor, Faith (7 yrs.old) came over the other day and we 
were checking my garden.  She helps me check it all the time to find veggies that 
are hidden.  Well not only did she spot a small cherry tomato, but it already 
turned red.  After asking permission, she picked it off the vine and popped it into 
her mouth.  She turned, looked at me and said, “Wow, that is soooooo good.  A 
smile of contentment flashed across my face.

Until next time; Here’s to green thumbs and Happy Gardening!!



Advertisements 

     Support your local merchants



We are going on a 
European River Cruise

this summer
Want to come

Len Tucker
LenTucker@Cruiseshipcenters.com

704-907-1430



Note:
PostNet was a sponsor of our swim team, 
the Wahoos.   



Classified AdsClassified AdsClassified Ads

Leacroft Youth

These ads are free for Leacroft residents 
under 19 years old.

Lots of room for ads Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for babysitting 
or pet sitting. She is Red Cross-certified 
for babysitting. Sarah can be reached at 
980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-593-0581 

rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet setting

Jillian Manning is available for 
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red 
Cross-certified for babysitting. She can be 
reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf 
removal

704-549-1499

Mothers’Helper

Evan Thomas  (age 8) 704-877-2386

Help around house; vacuum, dust, pickup 
etc.  Call for rates

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey  Pet setting 
704-593-0581

Daniel Faler  16   Dog sitter 
(704)510-0052

Classified Ads

Classified Ads

For Personal items only.  Free for 3 
months.  For Leacroft Residents only.

Britney Moore  Pet care / Cookie 
Catering  704-549-1449
e-mail sweetiepierose@earthlink.net

Daniel Faler 16 Grass cutter
704-510-0052

Caroline Faler 12 Dog Sitter
704-510-0052

mailto:sweetiepierose@earthlink.net
mailto:sweetiepierose@earthlink.net


Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Air Conditioning / Heating

Bradham Brothers  

(704) 392-8056

Quality Comfort HVAC

PO Box 1726

Matthews NC 28106

Qualityhvac@alltel.net  704821-6920

Appliance Repair

NC Plumbing (Dishwasher install)

5205 Blackjack Lane

Mint Hill, NC 28277

NCPlumbing.com 704-9620460

Expert Appliance Service

Indian Trail, NC

Expertappliancenc.com 

704-292-8429

Carolina Appliance

704-847-0004

http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com

Auto Repair

Pitts Repair Service 

704-786-6894

Carpet and Rug Cleaning 

Lillard’s Carpet & Rug Cleaning
Charlotte, NC
704-728-2724

Concrete

Concrete by George 

704-605-3709

Leacroft List
All listings on these pages have been recommended by Leacroft residents that have used the services.  
Plenty of room for more

mailto:Qualityhvac@alltel.net
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Dryer Vents

Dryer Vent Wizard (David LaValle)
Charlotte, NC
DavidLaValle@gmail.com
Charlottedryerventlady.com

Electrician 

Robert Riley (electrician & handyman)
Riley Electric
Charlotte, NC
704-248-1214

Gas Piping

Clark’s Gas Piping
6443 Pargo Road
Charlotte, NC 28216
704-391-1042

Glass

Glass Solutions
10806 Reames Rd., Suite D

Garage Doors

Precision Door Service
4000-A Sardis Church Road
Monroe, NC 28110
precisiondoor.net
704-347-0300

Elite Garage Door Service 704-293-9558

http://elitegaragedoor.com

mailto:DavidLaValle@gmail.com
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http://elitegaragedoor.com
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Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Handyman Pest, rodent and snake 
services

Johnny Shue
Shue’s Home Improvements & 
Restorations
Mt. Pleasant, NC  704-791-4046

Robert Riley 
Riley Electric
Charlotte NC
704-248-1214

Southeastern Wildlife Company
John Ricks
803-415-4371

Ask for Leacroft discount

Lawn Care

A&T Lawn Care

704-609-9066

See ad in the Villager

Lawn of Dreams

704-262-9869

Painting

Plumbing

Jim Myers Plumbing
Charlotte, NC
704-786-9001

Roofing

Ace Roofing
704-364-5774

Tile and Marble

Murdock Tile & Marble
365 Concord Parkway North
Concord, NC 28027
704-793-1587

Randy Tarleton 
Painter , Wallpaper, Power Washer - 

704-606-6401



Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

Home Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association Board

Paul Greiner, President 4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
704-301-9403

Bob Matthews, Vice 
President 

10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Paula Henriksen, Sec. 10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Beth DeGrassi, 10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
       704-534-1149

Jimmy McKenzie
Treasurer

10524 Worsley Ln. jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com

Events CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents Committee

Jessica Moore, Chair 10508 Old Bridge Ln. dsjsmoore@earthlink.net  (H) 704-549-1449
(C) 704-607-1818

Ellen Mack, Treasurer 10318 Fairbourne Ct. emmack32123@hotmail.com (H) 704-548-9379
(C) 704-516-5386

Architectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review Committee

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair 

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

CommunicationsCommunicationsCommunicationsCommunications

Paula Henriksen, Acting 
Chair

10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Website Admin.

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

Len Tucker, Newsletter 4500 Highcroft Ln. LeacroftVillager@gmail.com (C) 704-907-1430

Common AreaCommon AreaCommon AreaCommon Area

Joe Mercier, Acting 
Chair

10321 Billingham Dr. merciej@hotmail.com (O) 704-302-1565
(C)  540-548-4333

mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com
mailto:jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
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Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

LandscapingLandscapingLandscapingLandscaping

Beth Degrassi, Acting 
Chair

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
 (C) 704-534-1149

BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Judy Ferrara, Chair 4506 Highcroft Ln. jferrara2769@yahoo.com (H) 704-609-4908

WelcomingWelcomingWelcomingWelcoming

Brigitte Stoll, Chair 10328 Bolton Court bstoll1@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-264-2259
(C) 980-254-3731

Yard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the Month

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Swim TeamSwim TeamSwim TeamSwim Team

Kelly Schlicher, Co-
Manager

10209 Ingleton Ct. kaboodle@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-503-5230

Trevia Hunter, Co-
Manager

10206 Billingham Dr. treviad@aol.com (H) 704-953-3070
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mailto:degband@aol.com
mailto:bstoll1@carolina.rr.com
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