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                            Bloodiest Day in American History
                                          September 17, 1862 

The Battle of Antietam or The Battle of Sharpsburg.

September 3rd four days after the stunning victory of the Confederate army at the second Bull Run 
Robert E. Lee dispatches a long letter to President Jefferson Davis. Lee wrote “The present seems to be 
the most propitious time since the commencement of the war for the Confederate army to enter 
Maryland.” This was the first time during the war a battle was to be waged on Union soil. During the 
battle there was 22,717 dead, wounded and missing on both sides combined. More American’s died that 
day than during Pearl Harbor, D-Day or 9-11.

Although the battle was tactically inconclusive, the Confederate troops had withdrawn first from the 
battlefield, making it, in military terms, a Union victory. It had significance as enough of a victory to 
give President Abraham Lincoln the confidence to announce his Emancipation Proclamation. This 



HOA and Leacroft Committees

enabled over 180,000 Afro-Americans to serve in the Union army enabling the Union army to maintain 
troop numerical superiority through out the rest of the war.

If there is additional interest in the details of the Battle of Antietam a new (and very enlightening) 
“animated map” is available on the following link.

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/antietam/maps/antietam-animated-map.html

Bruce Anderson

Due to business obligations, Paul Greiner was unable to 
write his President’s message this month.  He will return 
next month. 

Message from HOA President

Message from the HOA Vice President

Bob took the month off also.

If you like American history, watch the video above

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/antietam/maps/antietam-animated-map.html
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/antietam/maps/antietam-animated-map.html


Message from the Chair of the Common Area Committee

To all of you,
 
Thank you so much for taking time 
from your busy lives to help out at 
our annual Villages of Leacroft 
Clean-up Day today at our common 
area.  We were able to get 
everything done that was planned 

… and then some!  Our common area looks great thanks to you!
 
Regards,
Joseph Mercier
Chair, Common Area Committee
Villages of Leacroft HOA
Charlotte, NC  28269
http://www.leacroft.org
merciej@hotmail.com
hm off: 704.302.1565

Results of the cleanup of the Common Area.  

Another note from Joe Mercier

This may be of interest to you.
http://www.littlefreelibrary.org/ 
If interested, send a note to LeacroftVillager@gmail.com

http://www.leacroft.org/
http://www.leacroft.org/
mailto:joseph.mercier@mariner-usa.com
mailto:joseph.mercier@mariner-usa.com
http://www.littlefreelibrary.org/
http://www.littlefreelibrary.org/


Yard of the Month
Bob Matthews was unable to do the Yard of the Month this month so I took over for one 
month.  However this is not one of the better lawns but one of the worst. This lawn is at 
10320 Billingham near our entrance.  The house is unoccupied. The sign below (on the 
door of the house) says that the property is maintained by Field Asset Services 
(800)468-1743.  I called and was told that it would be taken care of.  No results yet. 
Give them a call.  If enough of us call, maybe something will happen.



Entertainment

Connie and I went to the Old Courthouse Theatre in Concord to see Bus Stop staring 
Leacroft resident Richard Meier. It was a very entertaining show and we enjoyed every 
minute of it.
The actors are all local residents and are very good.  It reminds me of the old Mickey 
Rooney movies where he says ‘Let’s all get together and put on a play for the 
neighborhood’, but these actors are professional.  It is something you should check 
out.  
Connie and I will be going to ‘Twas The Night Before Christmas’ with the grandkids.

From Richard Meier
I will be in Arsenic and Old Lace at Theater Charlotte.  I have been cast as Mr. 
Witherspoon and Mr. Gibbs.  

This American classic comedy revolves around Mortimer Brewster, a drama critic who must deal with his 
crazy family as he debates whether to marry the woman he loves. His two spinster aunts have taken to 
poisoning lonely old men and burying them in the cellar. His older brother believes he is Teddy Roosevelt 
and he has a murderous brother who, after botched plastic surgery performed by his accomplice, Dr. 
Einstein, now looks like Boris Karloff. - 
Performance Schedule
Friday, October 25 at 8pm
Saturday, October 26 at 8pm
Sunday, October 27 at 2:30pm
Thursday, October 31 at 7:30pm
Friday, November 1 at 8pm
Saturday, November 2 at 8pm
Sunday, November 3 at 2:30pm
Wednesday, November 6 at 7:30pm
Thursday, November 7 at 7:30pm
Friday, November 8 at 8pm
Saturday, November 9 at 8pm
Sunday, November 10 at 2:30pm
- See more at: http://www.theatrecharlotte.org/1314arsenic.shtml#sthash.WOo5A31r.dpuf

http://www.theatrecharlotte.org/1314arsenic.shtml#sthash.WOo5A31r.dpuf
http://www.theatrecharlotte.org/1314arsenic.shtml#sthash.WOo5A31r.dpuf
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If you have visited someplace that you would like 
to write about, send it to me and I will put it 
into the Villager (LeacroftVillager@gmail.com)

Travel

Bratislava, Slovakia
Bratislava is the capital of Slovakia.  This is good information if you are ever in 
Jeopardy and there is a category for Capitals of Central Europe or if you take a 
cruise down the Danube like Connie and I did a few weeks ago.  It is a city of 
about 450,000, very clean and tourist friendly.
In 1960, Czechoslovakia was split into the Czech Republic and Slovakia.  (I 
believe the split was because Czechoslovakia was too hard to spell) At that 
time Prague became the capital of the Czech Republic. (Now you have two 
answers for that Jeopardy quiz).  Bratislava is located between Budapest and 
Vienna.

This is a picture of the Slovak National Theatre in Bratislava.  I have more 
pictures of this city on http://www.flickr.com/photos/len38/sets 

Type to enter text

mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/len38/sets
http://www.flickr.com/photos/len38/sets


Gardening

     Originally this month’s column was going to be about using up the veggies that are
still in the garden.  Around the time of dismantling the garden of summer vegetables
I picked up my 2nd harvest plants.  This  consisted of lettuce, cabbage, romaine, cauliflower, spinach, 
and Brussels sprouts.  I didn’t plant them yet; I just placed them in the garden until I would have the 
time to plant them in the ground.  Well 2 days later I went out to plant them and their5 was nothing 
there.  The rabbits had a feast.  Now I know how farmer Macgregor must have felt. (For those of you 
with children—the Peter Rabbit stories.)  

     I spoke to several of my neighbors and we are all in agreement that our neighborhood is overrun with 
rabbits this year.  Now I’ve been gardening in the Villages of Leacroft for 13 years now and I’ve never 
had a problem before.  Of course Stan reminded me that our dog is now 13 years old and no longer 
enjoys chasing rabbits.  So how do we fix the rabbit problem?  Well we went to a couple of my 
gardening resources and are trying a couple of different things, but no real progress to report.  So what I 
decided to do was to go back to my original article on using the last of the summer veggies and talk 
about rabbit proofing next month when we have some results, so here goes.  

     Tomato recipes and how to use them and save them are a dime a dozen this time of year, so I’m 
leaving you on your own to deal with them.  There is what sounds like a yummy tomato pie recipe on 
line that I’m going to try out this weekend and if it works out I’ll put the recipe in next months Villager. 
(I hate recommending recipes that I haven’t personally tried out yet).  There are also plenty of recipes 
for all different types of zucchini bread, muffins, cakes, etc. I cut up and fried any leftover eggplant and 
then froze it.  Now I can make effortless eggplant Parmesan all winter long

     My brother who is a vegetarian is coming as usual for Thanksgiving along with his wife and they 
both love ratatouille; so I made a few gallons of it which is sitting in my freezer; made from all the 
leftover summer veggies in my garden.

     Many people call ratatouille the perfect summer dish.  That’s because of its versatility.  It can be used 
as a side dish, a main dish, a pizza or pasta topping etc.  I even used it as the filling for Stan’s egg omelet 
the other day.  First time I ever tried it and it actually came out very tasty.  

     Basically, you can use any veggies left from your garden.  The only one that needs to be peeled is the 
eggplant; every6thing else can just be diced.  Sauté each diced vegetable separately in EVOO with some 
minced garlic. The vegetables that you use are up to you.  I used eggplant, zucchini, yellow squash, 
onion, green and red bell peppers. After sautéing each vegetable separately you can transfer them to a 
prep bowl.  When you have

                                                                                                                                                                        ! !



                                                                                                                                                                        ! !finished doing this to each vegetable you can transfer them all to a large saucepan.  (Use a slotted 
spoon, so you don’t transfer all the liquid).  Cut up and add the tomatoes.  At this point if you 
decide it needs more liquid you can add the liquid that you saved.  You can also add one can of 
tomato sauce or died tomatoes or whatever spices your family enjoys.  I usually use some mined 
garlic and fresh basil.  And Voila it’s finished.  The longer it sits the more the flavor improves, 
there is no set rule when it comes to ratatouille.  You use whatever veggies you have and you serve 
it however you want.
As for mine like I said it’s already in the freezer awaiting my brother’s visit. 

As for the rabbits—that’s to be continued next month when we have a solution figured out.   Until 
then-

 Here’s to green thumbs and Happy Gardening.
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Classified AdsClassified AdsClassified Ads

Leacroft Youth

These ads are free for Leacroft residents 
under 19 years old.

Lots of room for ads Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for babysitting 
or pet sitting. She is Red Cross-certified 
for babysitting. Sarah can be reached at 
980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-593-0581 

rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet setting

Jillian Manning is available for 
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red 
Cross-certified for babysitting. She can be 
reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf 
removal

704-549-1499

Mothers’Helper

Evan Thomas  (age 8) 704-877-2386

Help around house; vacuum, dust, pickup 
etc.  Call for rates

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey  Pet setting 
704-593-0581

Daniel Faler  16   Dog sitter 
(704)510-0052

Classified Ads

Classified Ads

For Personal items only.  Free for 3 
months.  For Leacroft Residents only.

Britney Moore  Pet care / Cookie 
Catering  704-549-1449
e-mail sweetiepierose@earthlink.net

Daniel Faler 16 Grass cutter
704-510-0052

Caroline Faler 12 Dog Sitter
704-510-0052

mailto:sweetiepierose@earthlink.net
mailto:sweetiepierose@earthlink.net


Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Air Conditioning / Heating

Bradham Brothers  

(704) 392-8056

Quality Comfort HVAC

PO Box 1726

Matthews NC 28106

Qualityhvac@alltel.net  704821-6920

Appliance Repair

NC Plumbing (Dishwasher install)

5205 Blackjack Lane

Mint Hill, NC 28277

NCPlumbing.com 704-9620460

Expert Appliance Service

Indian Trail, NC

Expertappliancenc.com 

704-292-8429

Carolina Appliance

704-847-0004

http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com

Auto Repair

Pitts Repair Service 

704-786-6894

Carpet and Rug Cleaning 

Lillard’s Carpet & Rug Cleaning
Charlotte, NC
704-728-2724

Concrete

Concrete by George 

704-605-3709

Leacroft List
All listings on these pages have been recommended by Leacroft residents that have used the services.  
Plenty of room for more

mailto:Qualityhvac@alltel.net
mailto:Qualityhvac@alltel.net
http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com
http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com


Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Dryer Vents

Dryer Vent Wizard (David LaValle)
Charlotte, NC
DavidLaValle@gmail.com
Charlottedryerventlady.com

Electrician 

Robert Riley (electrician & handyman)
Riley Electric
Charlotte, NC
704-248-1214

Gas Piping

Clark’s Gas Piping
6443 Pargo Road
Charlotte, NC 28216
704-391-1042

Glass

Glass Solutions
10806 Reames Rd., Suite D

Garage Doors

Precision Door Service
4000-A Sardis Church Road
Monroe, NC 28110
precisiondoor.net
704-347-0300

Elite Garage Door Service 704-293-9558

http://elitegaragedoor.com

mailto:DavidLaValle@gmail.com
mailto:DavidLaValle@gmail.com
http://elitegaragedoor.com
http://elitegaragedoor.com


Leacroft ListLeacroft ListLeacroft List

Handyman Pest, rodent and snake 
services

Johnny Shue
Shue’s Home Improvements & 
Restorations
Mt. Pleasant, NC  704-791-4046

Robert Riley 
Riley Electric
Charlotte NC
704-248-1214

Southeastern Wildlife Company
John Ricks
803-415-4371

Ask for Leacroft discount

Lawn Care

A&T Lawn Care

704-609-9066

See ad in the Villager

Lawn of Dreams

704-262-9869

Mailboxes

Carolina Mailboxes Inc
327 W Tremont Avenue
Charlotte NC 28203
704-334-3393
http://www.carolinamailboxes.com

Painting

Randy Tarleton
Painter, wallpaper,Power washer
704-606-6401

Roofing

Ace Roofing
704-364-5774

Tile and Marble

Murdock Tile & Marble
365 Concord Parkway North
Concord, NC 28027
704-793-1587

http://www.carolinamailboxes.com
http://www.carolinamailboxes.com


Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

Home Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association BoardHome Owners’s Association Board

Paul Greiner, President 4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
704-301-9403

Bob Matthews, Vice 
President 

10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Paula Henriksen, Sec. 10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Beth DeGrassi, 10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
       704-534-1149

Jimmy McKenzie
Treasurer

10524 Worsley Ln. jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com

Events CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents CommitteeEvents Committee

Jessica Moore, Chair 10508 Old Bridge Ln. dsjsmoore@earthlink.net  (H) 704-549-1449
(C) 704-607-1818

Ellen Mack, Treasurer 10318 Fairbourne Ct. emmack32123@hotmail.co
m

(H) 704-548-9379
(C) 704-516-5386

Architectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review CommitteeArchitectural Review Committee

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair 

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

CommunicationsCommunicationsCommunicationsCommunications

Paula Henriksen, 
Acting Chair

10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-595-9288

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Website Admin.

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

Len Tucker, Newsletter 4500 Highcroft Ln. LeacroftVillager@gmail.com (C) 704-907-1430

Common AreaCommon AreaCommon AreaCommon Area

Joe Mercier, Acting 
Chair

10321 Billingham Dr. merciej@hotmail.com (O) 704-302-1565
(C)  540-548-4333

mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com
mailto:jjmckenzie@carolina.rr.com
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
mailto:emmack32123@hotmail.com
mailto:emmack32123@hotmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com


Leacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft ContactsLeacroft Contacts

LandscapingLandscapingLandscapingLandscaping

Beth Degrassi, Acting 
Chair

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
 (C) 704-534-1149

BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com
(C)  704-301-9403

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCHNEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Judy Ferrara, Chair 4506 Highcroft Ln. jferrara2769@yahoo.com (H) 704-609-4908

WelcomingWelcomingWelcomingWelcoming

Brigitte Stoll, Chair 10328 Bolton Court bstoll1@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-264-2259
(C) 980-254-3731

Yard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the MonthYard of the Month

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Swim TeamSwim TeamSwim TeamSwim Team

Kelly Schlicher, Co-
Manager

10209 Ingleton Ct. kaboodle@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-503-5230

Trevia Hunter, Co-
Manager

10206 Billingham Dr. treviad@aol.com (H) 704-953-3070

mailto:degband@aol.com
mailto:degband@aol.com
mailto:bstoll1@carolina.rr.com
mailto:bstoll1@carolina.rr.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=587752625
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=587752625
mailto:kaboodle@carolina.rr.com
mailto:kaboodle@carolina.rr.com
mailto:treviad@aol.com
mailto:treviad@aol.com

