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Merry Christmas 
From the huge s taff s a t the Leacrof t Vi l l a ger 
publication offices. #

Did you notice that we pulled out the colored pencils 
for this issue.#
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New software 

For those of you that are 
observant of little details, may 
notice a difference in this 
months Villager.  The software I 
use is Pages on an Apple 
computer.  This month, without 
notice, the software was 
upgraded and many of the 
features I use were deleted.  
This month, the Villager is 
completely new.  If you notice 
any errors or omissions, please 
let me know.  My editorial staff 
is fairly small. 

Lynx Light Rail 

A couple of weeks ago, I went 
to a meeting sponsored by the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Planning Department.  The 
main focus of the meeting was 
to give a progress update in 
the light rail coming to the 
University City area.  If you are 
interested in this development,  
go to CharlotteFuture.com 
and click on the NOTIFY ME 
link at the bottom of the page.   
You can signup for a 
newsletter that will keep you 
informed, 

The Villager

http://CharlotteFuture.com
http://CharlotteFuture.com
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Message from HOA President #

Is it really December already?  Time does fly and seems to 
move faster each and every year.  That said, December is one 
of my favorite months so no complaints here.#

The annual meeting of the Association occurred on 
November 21, 2013 and was a successful and enjoyable event 
for all that attended.  Items covered were; the adoption of 
the 2014 budget for the community, voting/election of 3 
Board members, overviews of significant happenings during 

2013, plans for 2014 and last but certainly not least, we got to celebrate Mr. Bob Matthews 80th 
birthday.#

With the above, I am happy to report that we did make a quorum at the annual meeting 
although just barely, and that Beth Degrassi, Paula Henricksen and I will remain on the Board 
for an additional 2 year term.  Thank you all who attended for your time and efforts, we will 
take the suggestions/requests we did receive into consideration for 2014 as we set our plans for 
the months ahead and will keep you posted as those plans develop.#

December does also bring with it an increase in crime which was covered at some length at the 
annual meeting but for those that were unable to attend the summary is this.  Do NOT leave 
any items in your vehicles overnight if that vehicle is not in your garage.  You know that gym 
bag only has your gym clothes in it, but potential thieves do not and they can and will break in 
to get it just in case it has anything of value in it.  This same train of thought applies while 
shopping.  Please keep all valuables out of sight and in the trunk.   Specifically within the 
community, if you see something strange, call 911.  Many years ago, 911 was for “emergencies 
only” but CMPD implores you to call 911 anytime you see someone, or something out of place 
as this is the most efficient and appropriate way to get a police response. #

On a more positive note, Leacroft has been and remains a low crime area and with the diligence 
of all owners and residents, we can keep it that way in the future.#

On a personal note, you may recall my reference to a paper I worked on in September/October 
of this year.  The purpose of the paper was to fulfill the requirements of my certification of 
Professional Community Association Manager (PCAM).  This certification is the highest level 
of certification within the Community Association Institute (CAI) for managers of Community 
Associations.  There are only ~1700 PCAM’s in the US and only ~2400 worldwide so it is quite 
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 Message from HOA Vice President!
Hoping everyone had a good Thanksgiving and did not do 
what I did,>ate too much. but it was really good. My 
Thanksgiving was a great one, all of my family was here. 
My birthday was day after and my kids said it was the big 
80. My Grandson and his wife flew in from New York, 
Adam David Thompson and Amber, Daughter Cindy and 
Son-in-law Mark drove up from Florida, and my other 
grandson, Matthew came up  from Florida. #
 That is not all yet, My daughter Joy, Son-in-law Micheal 
and grandsons Evan and Hayden from Charlotte. So you 

can bet we had a great time from Wednesday until Monday. 
Plus by the time Monday was over I really could tell I was 80 years old but I had a great 
time. My granboys had a good time with my Florida State football trying to hit the sign 
on street or just throwing it back and forth, while grandaddy just watched.#
   #
 But to my surprise we had our annually HOA meeting on the 21st and Deb Peters 
bought me a surprise birthday Cake and we all enjoyed it before and after the meeting.#
I think we had a good meeting and Paul covered a lot of things about what 2013 we had 
done as your board and what we hope to do in 2014.#
We gave Len Tucker,our Newsletter editor, a $50.00 gift card in thanks for his hard work 
with our villager.#
 #
  I am hoping each of you have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and stay safe 
when you leave you home and return also.#
 When you are shopping WATCH YOUR WALLET at all times.#
  #
 Love to each and see yo.u in 2014#
 #
  Bob Matthews  

the achievement to blow my own horn a bit.  It’s taken just over 5 years of work and 
classes, the submission of a rather long narrative case study,  and I would be lying if I said 
that I am not thrilled it’s over.  Again, thank you all for stepping in to handle things during 
the 30 days I worked the final paper.  I hope to continue to bring professional guidance to 
the Board and the community for the next 2 years of service.#

Till next time, stay safe, and have a truly wonderful Christmas holiday. 

Paul A. Greiner, CMCA, AMS, PCAM
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Gardening with Deb Peters     #

I hope everyone had a healthy, happy Thanksgiving, 
enjoying family, friends, and lots of veggies from your 
garden.  My brother and sister in lawWere 
disappointed that they weren’t able to have fresh 
tomatoes, eggplant, and peppers from the garden due 
to our early freeze.  However if you have been 
following my column you know that I had a ton of 
ratatouille in my freezer.  It’s a good thing I did 

because they came up a few days early in order to beat the storm.  Of course for those of you 
who know me, there is never a shortage of food in my freezer.  We had a great time and when 
they left they emptied out my freezer, that way they didn’t need to go food #

Shopping when they got back to Florida. However, they did leave a thank you note on the 
empty freezer shelf. After they left I decided to start clearing the garden to start the gardening 
process all over again.  Remember; I told you that gardening is one of those things that you 
actually get to do a “do-over”#!
     My middle garden box that Stan rebuilt for me this year was so successful that I coerced 
him into redoing our very first original box.  This is the one right next to the patio.  We are 
going to make it a little higher and a little larger in both length and width.  For those of you 
interested in making your own, you can go back to last year’s Villager and find step-by-step 
directions.  Not sure which month but Len could probably help you find it.#
     I’ve already started emptying the dirt out and I have a few pointers.  #
This year I put a blanket/tarp on the ground where I can empty the dirt on.This way my good 
soil won’t just wash away.  When you empty the dirt out of a garden box as you pull up any 
spent plants you can shake the dirt off the roots and reuse it.  You can also mix the plant 
directly in with your new dirt. (Think compost)  However; you can only do this if the plant 
died of natural causes, and not a disease or bug infestation.  If you have these problems and 
mix it in with your new soil; the disease or insects will start a new life cycle in your new 
garden, and you don’t need that. Okay, back to my garden box.  As I am cleaning 
it out I come across some carrot tops.  Not expecting anything I pulled them out.        
did I get a big surprise.  Pulling them out one at a time each one was bigger then 
the previous one.  We’re not talking baby carrots!!  They were huge.  The first one 
was 12 inches long.  (I know this for a fact since I measured it with a ruler) The 
other 4 were just as big or bigger.  We’re talking enough carrots to feed not one 
but a bunch of families.  I was going to take a picture so Len could put it in the 
paper, but I haven’t figured out how to use the camera on my phone yet.                   
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 Instead I did what every good gardener  does—I gave some to my neighbors and the rest I 
cut up for dinner tonight.  What a great way to end the growing season!!#!
     HERE’S TO GREEN THUMBS AND HAPPY GARDENING. !
                    HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!!

Faith Snyder at Stan and Deb Peters’ Menorah
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I can not remember if I showed this picture before or not.  It is Mt 
McKinley in Alaska.  It is the tallest mountain in North America at 
20,230 feet.   I have read that it is now technically 20,237 feet.  I got 
my original  information from a restaurant in Denali named ’20,230’. 
The local name for the mountain is Denali.  It was named McKinley 
by a local supporter of the 1896 presidential candidate and the name 
has stuck.  Ohio congressmen have blocked any attempt to let the 
Alaskans officially change the name back to Denali.#

From the base to peak, it is considered the highest peak in the world 
entirely above sea level.  I took this picture a couple of years ago while 
we were in Denali National Park and thought it might be appropriate 
on this cold winter day.#

If you have never been to Alaska, you might want to consider putting 
it on your bucket list.  The sheer beauty of the country is worth the 
trip.

Travel
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Comey's Power Wash Service#
Offering you a quality affordable option for all your 
power washing needs.#
Services include but are not limited to:   Driveways, 
Walkways, Patios, Decks, Fences, Houses and more.#
Offering Leacroft residents a winter special - Now 
through March 15th, have your driveway power washed 
for $50. P lea se ca l l , text , o r emai l to se t an 
appointment.#!

John Comey 
704-258-1541 (mobile) 
johnacomey@yahoo.com

Business Buyers Network 
I  facilitate the selling of small to middle market sized 
businesses.  Services include consulting services, 
securing accredited third party business valuations and 
offering memorandums of future business performance, 
seller-buyer matching, funding resources for buy/sell 
transactions and capital gains tax mitigation.  I maintain 
relationships with a number of lenders, attorneys, 
accountants, closing companies and other related 
services.#!
Unlike traditional business brokers who have at best a 
25% success rate and leave 30% to 70% of your market 

value on the table, I provide the business owner with the knowledge and power 
to effectively sell their business to a buyer for more than market value with a 74% 
success rate.  From finding qualified buyers to providing accredited 
documentation from professional third parties, I am a full service agency 
facilitating every step in the process of selling a business thereby freeing the 
owner up to focus on the day to day running of their business.#!
So if you know anyone who would like to sell their business, I would appreciate 
the referral.#
Thank you, 
Richard Meier 
704-510-4374 
rbmeier@carolina.rr.com
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From Craig Nunn#
Mountain Interval is a two-level, well-equipped log cabin located in the heart of North Carolina's alpine recreational 
area, just a quick 2 ½ hours from Charlotte.  #
 #
The cabin is a tranquil retreat to kick back and relax in the mountain atmosphere and listen to the babbling brook 
nearby while still being convenient to attractions, shops, dining, and other activities. #!
Quick Facts on Mountain Interval 
  #

• 4 Master Bedrooms sleeping 12-16 people (3 Queen beds, 3 Fulls (including pull-out couch), and 4 Twins)#
• New 7 person hot tub and cozy gas fireplace#
• Upgraded Kitchen with lots of appliances#
• Free WiFi, DirecTV, XBOX360 system, and tons of other electronic amenities#
• Foosball table and many other games#
• Level entry and 1-level living#
• Outdoor entertaining with new deck, fire pit, kids' swings, patio seating, LP grill, and two outdoor heaters#
• 2-zone central heat/air#
• 360-deg of trees that offer peace, quiet, and tranquility while still being convenient to local attractions#
• Fantastic Winter views#
• Level parking for up to 4 vehicles#!

Mountain Interval is named after a published collection of poems of the same name by Robert Frost.  The style for the 
cabin is based around rustic tranquility featuring arboristic themes while retaining modern conveniences and design 
styles.  We reuse or recycle at every turn from the simplest recycling bin in the kitchen, to the reclaimed wood side table 
made from the stump of a fallen tree, to working with our energy provider to participate in the TVA's Green Power 
Switch renewable energy program.#!
Mountain Interval is conveniently located to all kinds of local attractions, shops, dining, and recreational adventures 
for every season, and other activities.#!
We have carefully selected a top local property management firm, A&W Rentals.  A&W will fully service 
you and your family & friends during your stay at Mountain Interval.  All of the availability, rates, and 
booking tools are fully integrated with A&W's booking software as well our email and phone so that you can 
receive the most up-to-date information and seamless experience.#!
Call us at:  (828) 355-5511#
Visit our website at:  MountainInterval-BeechMtn.com#
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Business and Marketing Consultant#
Having held a wide range of management 
positions, including COO and CFO, James 
Warder is a business and marketing consultant 
specializing in small businesses. He is also a 
wel l respected wr iter with two books , 
hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles, 
and several web sites to his credit. If you 
require help in any of these areas, including 
the unique Christmas gift of a mini biography, #
Thanks, and Happy Holidays, #!!!

James Warder 
704-287-7699  
jameswarder@aol.com.#
 #

• Travel Agent#
•I am a full service travel agent. I work with all major ocean cruise 
lines, river cruise lines, all-inclusive resorts, hotels, airlines and tour 
companies.  Do you have a wedding, anniversary, birthday or any 
other special occasion coming up?#

•For all of your travel needs, give me a call#

Len Tucker#

4500 Highcroft Ln#

704-907-1430#

len@Lencontravel.com#

LenConTravel.com#
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I live at 4633 Highcroft Lane and I own a small business. 
We offer three services,!!
 1- "Paintless Dent Repair" on cars. Simply put we remove 
small to medium size dents in cars rather then taking it to 

the body shop. !!
2- "Windshield Repair" we fix rock chips on windshields, similar to the Safelight 
commercials you see on TV or hear on the radio. !!
3- Glass Restoration, we remove scratches from any type of glass and hard water 
stains from car glass, shower enclosures, and commercial windows.!!
Gary Laudermilk!
Clear View Glass and Dent Repair!
704-622-9005

Robert Clifford !
    New HOA Board member!
!
My wife Gail and I relocated from New 
York to Charlotte in 1996 and have 
been residents of Leacroft since 
December of that year making 
December our 17 year in the Village. !
   We have four children and 3 
grandchildren that are scattered 

throughout the country. We also have two 
fur kids that reside with us on Bolton Court. You may see us walking Pippa our 
Bewier Yorkie early in the morning most every day. !
   Gail and I have recently retired, me from IBM, Gail from University 
Dermatology. We now have time for what we enjoy in life to include 
travel,kayaking,hiking and enjoying the fruits of retired life. !
    I look forward to working with the current board members, who by the way are 
the unsung heroes of Leacroft, to continue to improve on all the requirements 
necessary to keep Leacroft the great place that it is. 

Leacroft People



Leacroft Villager December 15, 2013

�11Leacroft Villager

History#

150th Anniversary of Civil War#

Fredericksburg  (actually 1862 but not much activity 12/1863)#

By Bruce Anderson 

Once McClellan was removed by Abraham 
Lincoln, Ambrose E. Burnside devised an 
ambi t ious p l an to take Richmond. 
Burnside’s plan relied on deception, speed 
and co-ordination. The Union army had to 
cross the Rappahannock to move through 
Fredericksburg to capture Richmond.#

Bur ns ide ’s a rmy accompl i shed the 
deception and speed part of the plan but although they were at the Rappahannock 
by November 17th, co-ordination of the pontoon bridges arrival did not go well. 
One load of 48 pontoons was to be shipped down the Potomac to Belle Plain and 
to be hauled overland to Burnside. Unfortunately no one had arranged for teams 
and special wagons to haul the pontoons there. The other shipment was sent by 
wagon train from Washington and was likewise bungled. Harnesses arrived 
unassembled in boxes and the horses furnished by the quartermaster were 
unbroken to harness. The last of the pontoons arrived on November 25th late in the 
day.#

On December 11th at 2 am the 15th New York Engineers (unarmed) were tasked to 
build 2 bridges at the center of Fredericksburg and another opposite the docks at 
the lower end of town. On the Confederate side of the river General William 
Barksdale continually checked for signs of the enemy along with his 1600 troops. 
Barksdale had positioned his sharpshooters in rifle pits and basements all along the 
river front. Once the dawn mist lifted the bridge builders were within 80 yards of 
the confederate sharpshooters when they opened fire. The Union infantry were at 
long range and had no means of returning fire and the engineers were driven front 
their work. This situation repeated itself several times until the Union army 
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massed over 100 artillery and began shelling Fredericksburg. During the next two hours 
the boyhood home of George Washington was reduced to a mass of ruins. infantry across 
in the pontoon boats. As the federal infantry crossed, they came under heavy fire but all 
the pontoons made it to the other side.#

December 12th the Federals indulged in one of the War’s more discreditable enterprises 
with the wholesale looting of Fredericksburg. What ever the Federals could not use was 
destroyed. The union army smashed mirrors, fine china, alabaster vases, mutilated books, 
paintings, draperies and chopped up antique furniture for firewood. Rosewood pianos 
were piled in the streets and burned or used for horse troughs. Major Couch was the only 
officer on record to stop the looting. Couch placed guards at the bridges to make sure 
none of what the men took would reach their camps across the river. Huge piles of 
confiscated articles accumulated at guard posts. When the fighting broke out again all the 
piles mysteriously disappeared.#

The Fredericksburg battle in front of Marye’s heights and “stone wall” is familiar to most 
of us with Union causalities of 7,500 and the evening’s visit by the “Angel of Marye’s 
Heights”.#

The best potential for Union success that day occurred south of town at the Slaughter Pen 
Farm and Prospect Hill. There the Union army found a “gap” in the Confederate line. 
Archer and Greg were 600 feet apart and between them a marshy “bog” thought to be 
unpassable.  After the Union’s initial success, the Confederate army counter attacked and 
drove the unsupported Union advance back to their original lines. #

December 15th the Federals had withdrawn from the battlefield under a driving rain storm. 
The pontoon bridges that were “the major determining factor” of the battle had been 
covered with dirt and straw to muffle the sound of the army’s retreat.#

For more information and visual overview the below link is an animated map.#

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/fredericksburg/maps/fredericksburg-animated-map/#

!

Editor’s note!

For those of you that are interested in Civil War 
history, this is a very good site
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Leacroft List

Air Conditioning / Heating

Bradham Brothers  	


(704) 392-8056	


Quality Comfort HVAC	


PO Box 1726	


Matthews NC 28106	


Qualityhvac@alltel.net  704821-6920

Appliance Repair

NC Plumbing (Dishwasher install)	


5205 Blackjack Lane	


Mint Hill, NC 28277	


NCPlumbing.com 704-9620460

Expert Appliance Service	


Indian Trail, NC	


Expertappliancenc.com 	


704-292-8429

Carolina Appliance	


704-847-0004	


http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com

Auto Repair

Pitts Repair Service 	


704-786-6894	


Avon

Eddit Okwara	


704-606-6300

Carpet and Rug Cleaning 

Lillard’s Carpet & Rug Cleaning	

Charlotte, NC	

704-728-2724

Concrete

Concrete by George 	

704-605-3709	




Leacroft Villager December 15, 2013

!
!
!
!

Leacroft List

Dryer Vents

Dryer Vent Wizard (David LaValle)	

Charlotte, NC	

DavidLaValle@gmail.com	

Charlottedryerventlady.com

Electrician 

Robert Riley (electrician & handyman)!
Riley Electric	

Charlotte, NC	

704-248-1214

Gas Piping

Clark’s Gas Piping	

6443 Pargo Road	

Charlotte, NC 28216	

704-391-1042

Glass

Glass Solutions	

10806 Reames Rd., Suite D

Garage Doors

Precision Door Service	

4000-A Sardis Church Road	

Monroe, NC 28110	

precisiondoor.net	

704-347-0300

Elite Garage Door Service 
704-293-9558	


http://elitegaragedoor.com
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Handyman Pest, rodent and snake 
services

Johnny Shue	

Shue’s Home Improvements & 
Restorations	

Mt. Pleasant, NC  704-791-4046

Robert Riley 	

Riley Electric	

Charlotte NC	

704-248-1214

Southeastern Wildlife Company	

John Ricks	

803-415-4371	
!
Ask for Leacroft discount

Lawn Care

A&T Lawn Care	


704-609-9066	


See ad in the Villager

Lawn of Dreams	
!
704-262-9869

Mailboxes

Carolina Mailboxes Inc	

327 W Tremont Avenue	

Charlotte NC 28203	

704-334-3393	

http://www.carolinamailboxes.com

Notary Public

Eddit Okwara	


704-606-6300

Painting

Randy Tarleton	

Painter, wallpaper,Power washer	

704-606-6401

Roofing

Ace Roofing	

704-364-5774

Tile and Marble

Murdock Tile & Marble	

365 Concord Parkway North	

Concord, NC 28027	

704-793-1587

�16Leacroft Villager
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Classified Ads

Leacroft Youth

These ads are free for Leacroft 
residents under 19 years old.

Lots of room for ads Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for 
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red 
Cross-certified for babysitting. Sarah can 
be reached at 980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-593-0581 	


rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet setting

Jillian Manning is available for 
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red 
Cross-certified for babysitting. She can 
be reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf 
removal	


704-549-1499	


Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey  Pet setting 
704-593-0581

Daniel Faler    Dog sitter 
(704)510-0052
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Leacroft Contacts 

Home Owners’s Association Board

Paul Greiner, 
President

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
704-301-9403

Bob Matthews, Vice 
President 

10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H)704-503-0887

Paula Henriksen, Sec. 10218 Billingham 
Dr.

bookworm@carolina.rr.co
m

(H)704-595-9288

Beth Degrassi 10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (h)704-510-0718
       

(c)704-534-1149

Robert Clifford 10316 Bolton Court sossog2004@yahoo.com (704) 510-1712

Events Committee
Jessica Moore, Chair 10508 Old Bridge 

Ln.
dsjsmoore@earthlink.net  (h)704-549-1449

(c)704-607-1818

Ellen Mack, Treasurer 10318 Fairbourne 
Ct.

emmack32123@hotmail.c
om

(H)704-548-9379
(C)704-516-5386

Architectural Review Committee
Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair 

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
(C)  

704-301-9403

Communications
Paula Henriksen, 
Acting Chair

10218 Billingham 
Dr.

bookworm@carolina.rr.co
m

(H) 
704-595-9288

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Website Admin.

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
(C)  

704-301-9403
Len Tucker, 
Newsletter

4500 Highcroft Ln. LeacroftVillager@gmail.c
om

(C) 
704-907-1430

Common Area

Joe Mercier, Acting 
Chair

10321 Billingham 
Dr.

merciej@hotmail.com (O)704-302-1565
(c)540-548-4333
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Leacroft Contacts

Landscaping

Beth Degrassi, 
Acting Chair

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718
 (C) 704-534-1149

BYLAWS & COVENANTS, CONDITIONS  & RESTRICTIONS (CC&R’S)

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
(C)  704-301-9403

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-609-4908

Welcoming

Brigitte Stoll, Chair 10328 Bolton Court bstoll1@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-264-2259
(C) 980-254-3731

Yard of the Month

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Swim Team

Kelly Schlicher, Co-
Manager

10209 Ingleton Ct. kaboodle@carolina.rr.co
m

(H) 704-503-5230

Trevia Hunter, Co-
Manager

10206 Billingham 
Dr.

treviad@aol.com (H) 704-953-3070


