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“In the spring I have 
counted one hundred 

and thirty-six 
different kinds of 
weather inside of 
four and twenty 

hours.” 
Mark Twain 

 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
Spring is in the air.  Many of you will be using your green thumb to spruce up your lawn.  Keep in mind the 
crime prevention benefits which can be achieved using only your landscape. CPTED is a crime prevention 
philosophy based on the theory that proper design and effective use of the built environment can lead to 
a reduction in the fear and incidence of crime, as well as an improvement in the quality of life. 

 Type of Plant - thorny plants under windows help protect vulnerable entry points 

 Plant size – big, bushy shrubs create hiding places for criminals 

 Lighting – trees planted near light poles will end up maturing to block the light 

 Gravel – smaller pebbles make more noise when walked on 

 Rocks – larger rocks are used as a tool of opportunity to break into your home 

 Maintenance – keep landscaping well-trimmed with all doors and windows fully visible. A well 
maintained landscaping sends the message that you respect your property and expect others to 
respect it also. 

Meet Your CMPD University City RA1 Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lieutenant     Community Coordinator  Community Coordinator 
Jim Wright     Chris Kopp    Hassan Peterson 
704-432-3900     704-432-3900    704-432-3900 
jwright1@cmpd.org    ckopp@cmpd.org   hpeterson@cmpd.org 
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Do you or a loved one have a history of medical problems, living alone, using an electronic calling or 
medical alert service, or just a seasonal resident?  When a medical or fire emergency strikes, help is only a 
call away.  However, for those who live by themselves or who have special mobility issues, what happens 
when they can’t get to the door to let first responders in?  When mere seconds could be the difference in 
saving a life, CFD will not hesitate to force entry into your home.  There is now a way to prevent forced 
entry damage and added stress during an emergency. 
 

    
 

CFD has partnered with KNOX.  KNOX is a company which produces the KNOX-BOX, a high security key 
safe designed for single family homes that only local emergency responders can access.  There are a 
number of benefits with the KNOX-BOX: 

 Key readily available to first responders 

 Key locked in KNOX-BOX; not hidden under a rock for a burglar to find 

 No relying on a neighbor to be home to let responders inside 

 Door or windows not damaged by responders trying to access your home 

 KNOX-BOX is UL listed against physical attack 

 Now with optional tamper switch. Connect 
the temper switch to your home’s alarm 
system for add security 

 
Steps to get setup your KNOX-BOX with CFD: 

 Visit the residential KNOX-BOX website at 
http://www.knoxbox.com/store/Knox-Box-
1650-Residential-Series.cfm 

 Enter Charlotte, NC into the department 
search; select Charlotte Fire Department 

 Purchase the KNOX-BOX of your choice 

 Install the KNOX-BOX 

 Contact your local CFD station to inform them you have a KNOX-BOX 

 Done.  

http://www.knoxbox.com/store/Knox-Box-1650-Residential-Series.cfm
http://www.knoxbox.com/store/Knox-Box-1650-Residential-Series.cfm
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Spring time = spring cleaning time.  This is the perfect time to check your home to ensure you are properly 
protecting your home and family.   
 

What is a burglary? 
A burglary occurs when a person enters or remains unlawfully in a 
home/building with the intent to commit a crime.  It is a property 
crime.  A burglary is not “robbery”, which is a crime against a 
person.  Burglary is a crime of “opportunity”.  The first goal in 
prevention is to reduce the opportunity. 
 

When do burglaries occur? 
Most residential burglaries occur during the daylight hours 
because most people are working or running errands. Entry is 
most often made through a front or back door. 
 
Here are some simple prevention tips: 

 Keep all doors and windows closed and securely fastened. An open window or door is an open invitation 
for burglars.  Thieves are also quick to spot weak locks that may be easily forced open.  Doors should have 
deadbolt locks with a one-inch throw and reinforced strike plate with three-inch screws.  All windows 
should have window locks. 

 Secure sliding glass doors. Place a metal rod or piece of plywood in the track and install vertical bolts.  
These will help prevent burglars from forcing the door open or lifting it off the track. 

 Always lock the door to an attached garage. Don't rely on your automatic garage door opener for security. 

 Burglar alarms - Not necessarily a deterrent for the “professional”, but more for peace of mind. Can reduce 
the amount of time thieves are in your home, and help to notify the police of a problem. 

 Keep shrubbery trimmed away from entrances and walkways. While large, ornate hedges may be beautiful, 
they also provide a hiding place for burglars who need only a minute to break in through a window or door. 

 Secure your valuables in a home safe or lock box. 

 Photograph your valuables and log their serial numbers. 

 Operation ID - Apply a personal identification number such as your driver’s license number on your 
valuables by engraving or with a permanent marker. 

 Lights with motion sensors are a great way to keep the perimeter of your home well lit. 

 Create the illusion that you are home by using timers on lights, radios and TV's.  Making your residence 
appear occupied, even when no one is home, will deter criminals. 

 
Remember: Crime prevention is not difficult. It is a common sense approach to securing your home and 
protect your neighborhood.  An alert community is a safe community! When you see something that 
looks suspicious, call 911 immediately.
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The #1 crime in our area is theft.  Criminals are targeting 
electronic devices such as cell phone, tablets, and laptops.  A 
few tips to keep your personal devices and the information on 
it safe from thieves trying to make a quick buck.  

 NEVER leave your mobile device in your vehicle, on a 
counter at a store or bathroom, or on a bench at a 
park or gym. 

 Save the box when you buy your device – the labels have important information in case of theft or 
write down your serial number and IMEI number by accessing the “Setting” option. 

 Download and enable Find my iPhone, Android Device Manager, or other 3rd party tracking 
application.  Know your passwords so you can access the device remotely. 

 ALWAYS use a password and secure your device. 

 Call 911 immediately after a theft – the faster we can track a device, the greater the likelihood it 
will be recovered. 

 Make sure an officer responds to your location when you report a device theft.  The 
telephone/online Crime Reporting Unit will not conduct an initial investigation. 

 
For additional information on what you can do to safeguard their mobile devices please visit: 
http://www.fcc.gov/guides/stolen-and-lost-wireless-devices 
 

 
New scam lures Verizon customers in by offering “a special 
reward” of $54 to subscribers who visit a new website set 
up for the promotion. 
 
The phishing scam starts out with a phone call that appears 
on caller ID as “Technical Support 1-800-922-0204,” which 
just so happens to be the actual number for Verizon 
Wireless customer support line.  The call plays a recording 
that asks Verizon subscribers to visit www.verizon54.com 
in order to claim a $54 bonus. 

 
When users visit the aforementioned site, they are asked to log in using their credentials for their Verizon 
Wireless accounts.  At this point, the site steals the associated usernames and passwords. Needless to 
say, if you get this call you should ignore it.  More importantly you should never — never — use your 
Verizon username and password to log into any website other than http://www.verizonwireless.com.  

http://www.fcc.gov/guides/stolen-and-lost-wireless-devices
http://www.verizonwireless.com/
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Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and autism are both general terms for a group of complex disorders of brain 
development. These disorders are characterized, in varying degrees, by difficulties in social interaction, verbal and 
nonverbal communication and repetitive behaviors. With the May 2013 publication of the DSM-5 diagnostic 
manual, all autism disorders were merged into one umbrella diagnosis of ASD. Previously, they were recognized as 
distinct subtypes, including autistic disorder, childhood disintegrative disorder, pervasive developmental disorder-
not otherwise specified (PDD-NOS) and Asperger syndrome.  

 
ASD can be associated with intellectual disability, difficulties in motor coordination and 
attention and physical health issues such as sleep and gastrointestinal disturbances. Some 
persons with ASD excel in visual skills, music, math and art. 
 
Autism statistics from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) identify 
around 1 in 88 American children as on the autism spectrum–a ten-fold increase in prevalence 
in 40 years. Careful research shows that this increase is only partly explained by improved 
diagnosis and awareness. Studies also show that autism is four to five times more common 
among boys than girls. An estimated 1 out of 54 boys and 1 in 252 girls are diagnosed with 
autism in the United States. 
 

Autism appears to have its roots in very early brain development. However, the most obvious signs of autism and 
symptoms of autism tend to emerge between 2 and 3 years of age. Increasing autism awareness is a key aspect of 
this work and one in which our families and volunteers play an invaluable role. One of the most important things 
you can do as a parent or caregiver is to learn the early signs of autism and become familiar with the typical 
developmental milestones that your child should be reaching. 
 
The following "red flags" may indicate your child is at risk for an autism spectrum disorder. If your child exhibits any 
of the following, please don’t delay in asking your pediatrician or family doctor for an evaluation: 

 No big smiles or other warm, joyful expressions by six months or thereafter 

 No back-and-forth sharing of sounds, smiles or other facial expressions by nine months 

 No babbling by 12 months 

 No back-and-forth gestures such as pointing, showing, reaching or waving by 12 months 

 No words by 16 months 

 No meaningful, two-word phrases (not including imitating or repeating) by 24 months 

 Any loss of speech, babbling or social skills at any age 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 26th,2014       Saturday, September 27th, 2014 
Duke University        zMAX Dragway 
Raleigh, NC        Concord, NC 

  



 

CMPD University City Division Response Area 1 March 2014 

  

Phone: 704-432-3900 
Fax: 704-432-3980 

E-mail: ckopp@cmpd.org 

Officer C. Kopp 
CMPD University City Division 

8401 University Executive Park Dr., Suite 120 

Charlotte, NC 28262 

April 9-11, 2014 

10 AM — 4 PM 

8648 JW Clay Blvd 

Charlotte, NC 28262 

During this 3-day event, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Officers will be hitting 

the rooftops of Chick-fil-A restaurants across Charlotte to raise money and 

awareness for the Special Olympics North Carolina.  The event will feature  

raffle prizes generously donated by local businesses, music provided by 

Charlotte-area radio stations, and a fun atmosphere for the whole family. 

100% of the money raised goes directly to the Special Olympics. 
  

The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a 

variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them      

continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience the joy and    

participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics     

athletes and the community.  Special Olympics North Carolina is one of the largest Special Olympics 

programs in the world with more than 38,000 registered athletes who train and compete in year-round 

programs in 19 different sports. 
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JOIN OUR HERD and lace up your running shoes 
for the Chick-fil-A Connect Race Series of 
Charlotte, NC on April 26, 2014. Proceeds from 

the race will benefit the mission of the Limbs 
for Life Foundation - a global non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing fully 
functional prosthetic care for individuals who 
cannot otherwise afford it, and raising 
awareness of challenges facing amputees. 
 
The race will include: 

 ChronoTrack Chip Timing 

 USATF Certified Course 

 Dri-fit Shirts 

 Age Group Awards 

 Chance to Win Chick-fil-A Chicken 
Sandwich Meals for a Year! 

 

Directly beside the finish line of the race will be a FREE Family FunZone for children under 12 years of age. The 
Family FunZone will be open from 7:00-10:00AM on event day and will be filled with free activities and inflatables! 
 

Martha Nauman, a teacher with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, contracted bacterial 
pneumonia. Unfortunately the medication prescribed had no effect on the bacteria and by 
February 13, she was hospitalized with severe sepsis. Her heart stopped and her kidneys shut 
down. Martha had a 10 percent chance of survival. The only option was to treat her with very 
strong blood pressure drugs. These drugs are so strong that they pull blood from the 
extremities and force it to the major organs to get them working again. 
 
Martha is a survivor. With excellent medical care, and the tremendous support of family and 
friends she continues to heal. Unfortunately, the same medication that was necessary to 

ensure Martha's survival, had a devastating effect on her feet and the fingers on her left hand. The lack of blood 
flow to her extremities resulted in the amputation of both feet.  
 
On February 11, 2013, Martha saw herself as a mother, wife, teacher (of 28 years), and an athlete who enjoyed 
running, swimming, Pilates and TRX. Because of the devastating effects of the medicine, Martha has not been able 
to teach or participate in any of her normal physical activities. Martha knows that she can't change what happened, 
but thankfully, she can control what happens from this point forward. She is looking forward to and working toward 
doing all of the things that she did prior to her illness. 
 
Please join us in this race to celebrate life, love (tremendous outpouring of support!), and determination! Martha 
and her family are excited to pay all of the love and support forward. Proceeds go to Limbs For Life Organization 
which provides prosthetics to people who otherwise would not be able to afford them! 
 
More Information: http://www.cfaraceseries.com/races/125/pages/1023-event-info 

  

http://www.cfaraceseries.com/races/125/pages/1023-event-info
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The University City Division is offering free educational training on active shooters.  This training is 
designed for all business professionals and school employees. 
 

 The presentation combines the philosophies from the Department of Homeland Security and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations, along with the local guidance from the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Police Department. 

 During the training, you will learn the history of active shooters from the 1966 University of Texas 
clock tower to present day tragedies. 

 We will also discuss detailed statistics published by the nation’s leading authority in active shooter 
research, the Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training Center. 

 Finally, survival techniques and options will be outlined based on “Run, Hide, Fight” taught by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

 
This training will not teach tactics or business policies. There are no scenarios or practical applications. 
This is lecture-based training aimed to prevent the unnecessary loss of lives. 
 
If this training interests your school or business, please contact Officer Kopp by phone at 704-432-3900 or 
by email at ckopp@cmpd.org. 

mailto:ckopp@cmpd.org
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The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department has launched a program intended to target felons carrying firearms 
in our community. The program will urge members of the community to 
call a dedicated phone line and forward anonymous information with 
the identity and whereabouts of a felon in the possession of a 
firearm.  The anonymous caller will be eligible for a $500.00 reward if an 
arrest is made as a result of their anonymous tip.  Additionally, anyone 
in the public who forwards information leading to the arrest of a person 
illegally carrying a firearm may be eligible for a cash reward. 

 
Do you have information about other crimes? 
If so, you can submit your information anonymously by calling, emailing or SMS texting. You could get a cash reward up to 
$1,000! Although the police solve many crimes in Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, they can't solve all of them without your 
help!  
 
We'll Protect Your Identity 
You don't have to worry about your name being revealed in the case. We never tell anyone the person's name who tipped us 
off.  Not the judge.  Not the jury.  No one!  
 
What Kinds of Crimes? 
We want to know about burglaries, robberies, drug deals, vandalism, violent acts and threats of violence; any crime of a 
serious nature. And if you know of a crime that is about to be committed, we want to hear about that, too. 
 
Call in your Tip! 
You can help make our city and county a better place to live, and make some money at the same time. So make the call to our 
hotline at 704-334-1600. 
  
Submit A Tip Online!  
Tips can be submitted through our partner website TipSoft that keeps your identity confidential and anonymous. Your email 
will be encrypted and immediately and securely transferred directly to the CMPD through our TipSoft - Tip Management 
application. 
 
https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm 
       
After submitting your tip, you will be provided with your own unique ID number that you will use when checking the status of 
your tip or picking up your reward. Never submit an emergency tip here. Please call 911 if it is an emergency. 
 

  

https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm
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Nextdoor.com is the private social network for you, your 
neighbors and your community. It's the easiest way for 
you and your neighbors to talk online and make all of your 
lives better in the real world. And it's free. Thousands of 
neighborhoods are already using Nextdoor to build 

happier, safer places to call home.  People are using Nextdoor to: 

 Quickly get the word out about a break-in 

 Organize a Neighborhood Watch Group 

 Track down a trustworthy babysitter 

 Find out who does the best paint job in town 

 Ask for help keeping an eye out for a lost dog 

 Find a new home for an outgrown bike 

 Finally call that nice man down the street by his first name 
Nextdoor’s mission is to use the power of technology to build stronger and safer neighborhoods. 
 
CMPD has partnered with Nextdoor to strengthen neighborhoods and combat crime.  Nextdoor has granted 
CMPD access to post comments in the Crime & Safety category for your neighborhoods.  Officers are posting 
current crime trends, crime prevention tips, monthly newsletters, and other important community information. 
 

 
The CMPD has improved its crime mapping system for 
their citizens at www.cmpd.org.  With our new crime 
mapping system, outsourced to CrimeMapping.com, 
we have obtained improvements for our users: 

 More frequent data updates (DAILY instead of weekly) 
 More professional, user-friendly interface 
 Multiple background/base maps to choose from (streets, terrain, satellite) 
 Various crime types are symbolized more intuitively on the map 
 Easier incorporation of results into newsletters and blogs 

 
The CMPD has provided on-line access to crime mapping data since 2000.  In that time it has been free and 
readily available to our citizens in an effort to keep them informed about crime in Charlotte-Mecklenburg.  We 
are very excited to continue to provide this resource to our citizens through CrimeMapping.com.  Please visit the 
new site and start taking advantage of the great, free features that it offers by going to www.cmpd.org and 
clicking on Crime Mapping or go directly to the system by clicking on the following link: New CMPD Crime 
Mapping System. 

 

http://www.cmpd.org/
http://www.cmpd.org/
http://www.crimemapping.com/map.aspx?ll=-8998793.12186394,4194774.886228889&z=14&mc=world-street&cc=AR,AS,BU,DR,DU,FR,HO,VT,RO,SX,TH,VA,VB,WE
http://www.crimemapping.com/map.aspx?ll=-8998793.12186394,4194774.886228889&z=14&mc=world-street&cc=AR,AS,BU,DR,DU,FR,HO,VT,RO,SX,TH,VA,VB,WE
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• Meet and Greet with Nextdoor.com 
•Lexington 

April 5 

9:00am 

• Winchester Spring Festival 
•Winchester Clubhouse 

April 5 

11:00am 

• Pink Lady Fire Truck Pull 
•N.C. Music Factory, 900 Hamilton Street 

•http://www.cops4thecure.com 

April 6 

11:00am 

• "Cop on Top" Fundraiser for Special Olympics 
•Chick-Fil-A, 8648 JW Clay Blvd 

April 9-11 

10am-4pm 

• Ridge Road Villas HOA Meeting 
•Ridge Road Clubhouse 

April 9 

3:30pm 

• Radbourne Safety Meeting 
•Radbourne Clubhouse 

April 9 

7:00pm 

• Governor's Village 5K & 1 Mile Run/Walk 
•Innovation Park, IBM Drive 

•http://www.cfaraceseries.com/races/125 

April 26 

8:00am 

• YMCA Healthy Kids 
•Univeristy City YMCA 

April 26 

10:00am 

• Prosperity Ridge Community Meeting 
•TBD 

May 1 

7:00pm 

• University City Duathlon/5K/Kids Sprint 
•David Taylor Corporate Center 

•http://www.universityduathlon.com 

May 3 

2:30pm 




