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Meet Your NEW CMPD University City RA1 Team Members 
Lieutenant Dave “DJ” Johnson – Response Area 1 Commander 
“Greetings, my name is Lt. Dave Johnson and I am proud to be the new Response Area One Commander. Some of you may remember me 
from my days as a Community Coordinator for RA1 (2008-2010). For the past two years, I have commanded University City Division’s 
Response Area Two which encompasses much of the area bordering UNCC. For the two years prior to that, I served as a night shift patrol 
sergeant in the University City and North Divisions. I bring to this job a strong background in community policing and a fervent belief in 
servant leadership. Captain Wright’s work brought about some great successes in Response Area One over the past three years and I know 
that along with Officers Kopp and Phelps and the rest of the Response Area One team we can continue to make this area a safer, better place 
to live. However, that doesn’t happen without your involvement. Please take an active role in the security of your neighborhood; look out for 
your neighbors and call 911 when you see something that looks out of place. I ask nothing more of you than that. Please feel free to contact 
Officer Kopp, Officer Phelps or me with any concerns we may be able to assist you with. I look forward to hearing from you.” 

Officer Bob Phelps – Community Coordinator 
“I am Bob Phelps, your newest University City Response Area One Community Coordinator.  I have met many of you over the years at 
National Night Out and other neighborhood/business meetings that many of you have attended.  I am really looking forward to meeting and 
getting reacquainted with you, the eyes and ears of our community.  I have been an officer with CMPD for 16 years.  This includes my time as 
a patrol officer in Charlie One/North Division from 1998-2004.  I have worked division level investigations first in North Division, and then in 
University City Division, with a primary focus on robberies for the past 10 years.  Over the past couple of years, this responsibility has 
expanded to include the investigations of felony aggravated assaults.  I have been assigned to the University City Division since its inception 
in 2007.  I hold a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Administrative Sciences/Criminal Justice concentration.  I possess my Advanced Law 
Enforcement Certificate from the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards Commission and have been certified in 
Crime Prevention through Environmental Design by CMPD.  I am a recipient of the Queen City Optimists International Police Officer of the 
Year (2004) and the Medal of Merit (2005).  I have also received the Chief’s Award for Excellence in Policing in 2004, 2006, 2007, and 2009 for 
various community related crime/robbery reduction projects.  Like yours, my family is also a stakeholder in the University City community, as 
we have made this wonderful and diverse community our home since 2001.  Please don’t be a stranger and don’t hesitate to contact me with 
any questions or concerns.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lieutenant   Community Coordinator Community Coordinator  Juvenile Crimes Officer 
Dave “DJ” Johnson  Chris Kopp  Bob Phelps   Hassan Peterson 
704-432-3900   704-432-3900  704-432-3900   704-432-3900 
djohnson1@cmpd.org  ckopp@cmpd.org rphelps@cmpd.org   hpeterson@cmpd.org 

 
The value of our lives is not determined by what we do 

for ourselves. The value of our lives is determined by 

what we do for others.  - Simon Sinek  

mailto:djohnson1@cmpd.org
mailto:ckopp@cmpd.org
mailto:rphelps@cmpd.org
mailto:hpeterson@cmpd.org
http://amyheller.typepad.com/.a/6a013481e46cfb970c016766d55ee2970b-pi
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Fireworks are synonymous with our celebration of Independence Day. 
Yet, the thrill of fireworks can also bring pain. 200 people on average go 
the emergency room every day with fireworks-related injuries in the 
month around the Fouth of July holiday. Fourth of July can be a fun time 
with great memories. But before your family celebrates, make sure 
everyone knows about fireworks safety. If not handled properly, 
fireworks can cause burn and eye injuries in kids and adults. The best 
way to protect your family is not to use any fireworks at home — period. 
Attend public fireworks displays, and leave the lighting to the professionals. 

 
North Carolina General Statute 14-410 states it is unlawful to possess, cause to be discharged, or sell a pyrotechnic. 
Pyrotechnic is defined as any device designed to detonate, explode, spin, or propel themselves through the air. This does 
not apply to caps, snake/glow worms, smoke devices, party/string poppers, wire sparklers, or sparkling devices. There is no 
longer a small fine associated with this violation; violators will receive a mandatory court appearance for district court. 
 
Follow these safety tips when using fireworks: 

 Never allow young children to play with or ignite fireworks. 

 Avoid buying fireworks that are packaged in brown paper because this is often a sign that the fireworks were made for 
professional displays and that they could pose a danger to consumers. 

 Always have an adult supervise fireworks activities. Parents don't realize that young children suffer injuries from 
sparklers. Sparklers burn at temperatures of about 2,000 degrees - hot enough to melt some metals. 

 Never place any part of your body directly over a fireworks device when lighting the fuse. Back up to a safe distance 
immediately after lighting fireworks. 

 Never try to re-light or pick up fireworks that have not ignited fully. 

 Never point or throw fireworks at another person. 

 Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose handy in case of fire or other mishap. 

 Light fireworks one at a time, then move back quickly. 

 Never carry fireworks in a pocket or shoot them off in metal or glass containers. 

 After fireworks complete their burning, douse the spent device with plenty of water from a bucket or hose before 
discarding it to prevent a trash fire. 

 Make sure fireworks are legal before buying or using them. 

If a child is injured by fireworks, immediately go to a doctor or hospital. If an eye injury occurs, don't allow your child to touch 
or rub it, as this may cause even more damage. Also, don't flush the eye out with water or attempt to put any ointment on it. 
Instead, cut out the bottom of a paper cup, place it around the eye, and immediately seek medical attention — your child's 
eyesight may depend on it. If it's a burn, remove clothing from the burned area and run cool, not cold, water over the burn (do 
not use ice). Call your doctor immediately. 
 
Fireworks are meant to be enjoyed, but you'll enjoy them much more knowing your family is safe. Take extra precautions this 
Fourth of July and your holiday will be a blast!!! (I know, I know…cheesy pun) 
  

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.stuartsclipart.co.uk/bonfire_night_clipart/bonfire_night_clipart.html&sa=U&ei=30aDU-3VJYKlqAbQgIHIDA&ved=0CE4Q9QEwEDhQ&usg=AFQjCNGdP3qRKhs_ZSHg9veNT1z_SGACPQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.oldfort.org/fireworks.htm&sa=U&ei=VUqDU4ndINKcqAaJnoHQBg&ved=0CE4Q9QEwEA&usg=AFQjCNGwvA-W0NYLlZy6ehLTpK3DOF1ZNA
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We had seen a rash of burglaries occurring in our division.  Criminals are entering 
your wide-open garages and stealing your bicycles, lawn equipment, and even 
valuables from inside vehicles parked in the garage.  A crime prevention study 
was conducted in our division.  This type of burglary is a crime of opportunity and 
is occurring in less than 15 seconds per incident.  The scariest part for the 
community…they are happening during the middle of the day.  In one case, a 
bicycle was taken from a garage while the homeowner mowed his grass.  
Whether these are professional criminals preying in your neighborhood or a 
juvenile walking around, don’t allow you and your family to be a victim. 

 
Here are a few measures that you can take to reduce or prevent the opportunity of becoming the victim of a 
Garage Burglary: 

 When retiring for the evening, check to make sure that the garage door is closed.  Once you have 
confirmed that the garage door is closed, make sure you lock the interior door leading to the garage 
area.  Most people do not realize they have been burglarized until they walk into the garage area to find 
their golf clubs, yard tools, bikes, lawn mower, etc are missing.  In some incidences people have walked out 
to find their vehicle missing. 

 Even though closing your garage door may be an inconvenience while cutting the grass or doing other yard 
activities, it can save you hours of frustration.  Remember that it only takes 15 seconds to commit a Garage 
Burglary and a thief can be in and out of your garage before you make that walk to and from the front yard 
to the back yard.  

 Look out for your neighbors.  If you notice their garage door open for long periods of time with no outdoor 
activity or if they appear to have called it a night, let them know. 

 Whenever you are closing your garage door, make sure the door is completely down before driving off, 
walking away or closing the interior door because, the remote control or the wall mounted switch could 
malfunction from time to time.  

 If you leave an automatic garage door opener in your vehicle, make sure to keep it out of site and always 
lock your doors. 

 As an added precaution, (if equipped) utilize the “lock” and “unlock” safety feature on the wall mounted 
switch.  When in the “lock” position your automatic garage door opener is disabled.  This provides an 
additional barrier between you and your family, from the outside world while you are sleeping. 

 Place items of greater value further into the garage area versus close to the 
garage door. 

 When leaving the garage door open for a pet, make sure the door is not high 
enough for a thief to slide under. 

 
As I preach at every meeting and in every email…call 911 if you see a suspicious person or vehicle.  Allow CMPD 

the opportunity to identify and catch these criminals. 

  

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://velosurance.com/information-center/thief-wants-your-bicycle&sa=U&ei=YYiDU7SzAsakqAbcyoEY&ved=0CD4Q9QEwCA&usg=AFQjCNGkaQ3uMCxNOPdcn7AJbPsnxAiTvw
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When is it OK to allow your child to stay home alone?  Should I let them come home alone after school this year? How do you 
judge that your child has the maturity to handle this milestone towards growing up? What are the steps your family should 
follow to prepare your child for this new responsibility? 
 
Here are readiness indicators: 

 Does he/she want to be on his/her own? 

 Is he/she afraid to be alone in the house? 

 Can you depend on him/her to follow the house rules? 

 Does he/she complete their assigned chores as agreed upon? 

 Can you rely on him/her to tell the truth? 

 Does he/she have common sense? 

 Can he/she deal with unexpected situations in a positive way? 

 If he/she self-motivated? 

 Can he/she amuse himself/herself or does he/she require constant supervision? 

 Does your child know how to call 9-1-1 for emergency assistance? 
After you have honestly answered these questions, you may decide that your child is ready to be home alone. Next, you should 
prepare your home itself for your child’s arrival. 
 
Here are some important safety reminders YOU should consider: 

 The doors have secure deadbolts and the doors are always locked until parents come home. 

 If you have a security system, your child knows how it works. Remind your child to never give out the code to friends. 

 A working fire extinguisher is accessible to your child and they know how to operate it. 

 There are working smoke detectors on every floor of the home. 

 First aid supplies are readily available for your child. 

 Emergency phone numbers are posted near the telephone. 

 Teach your child how to use the small appliances so that they can prepare simple snacks after school. 

 Guns need to be locked up in a manner that your child cannot gain access to it. 

 Alcohol, medication and other toxic substances are stored in a location that your child cannot access. 

 A flashlight and batteries are available in the event of a power outage. 

 For your child’s safety and wellbeing these common sense practices must be instilled in them. 
 
Here are some important safety reminders for YOUR CHILD to consider: 

 Never hide a house key under a “Welcome” mat, rock or flowerpot…that’s the first place a burglar will look. A better 
idea would be to leave the extra key with a trusted neighbor. 

 When you get home, have your key ready to get in the house so you don’t have to fumble with the lock. Prior to 
closing and locking the door make sure you have removed the key from the lock. 

 Don’t open the door to anyone except a sibling or parent. 

 Once you’ve made it home, call your parent or alternate caregiver to let them know you are home. 

 Screen phone calls using “Caller ID” or the answering machine. 

 Only answer the phone if it’s a parent, alternate caregiver or sibling. 

 If you do answer the phone, never tell the caller that you are home alone. 

 No one is allowed in the house when you are alone. 

 You do not go anywhere until your parent or alternate caregiver comes home. 

 You do not use the internet without asking your parent or alternate caregiver for permission.  
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We are all concerned with the well-being and safety of our children.  As parents we want to always be there to 
protect them.  The reality is that we cannot always be there.  Therefore it is very important to help children make 
good decisions when they are on their own.  CMPD has teamed up with the Danger Rangers to help children learn 
important lessons about safety.  
 
Parents educate your children by discussing what to do and not to do in various situations.  Help them to know how 
to SAY "NO," GET AWAY and TELL SOMEONE if a situation does occur. 
 
Here are some general safety tips for parents to help their children 
stay safe:  

 Instruct your child on how to contact the Police Department, 
Fire Department or Ambulance by dialing 911 and how to 
contact a known family member or responsible trustworthy 
neighbor or adult should an emergency arise. 

 Check your child's route to and from school. Call attention to 
any dangerous spots such as vacant lots, alleyways, etc. Advise 
them what to do if a strange person follows or approaches 
them. 

 Instruct your child's school to notify you immediately if your 
child is absent. Inform the principal who is authorized to pick 
your child up from school. Try to have the same person pick 
your child up every day when possible. 

 Instruct your child to never take a ride from any strangers even 
if the person says that they are there to pick them up because 
their mom or dad sent them. 

 Choose a secret code word to use with your child in case of an emergency. Tell your child never to go with 
anyone who does not know this code word. 

 Advise your child what to do if they feel lost.  Help them to identify the safest place to go or person to ask 
for help in reuniting them with you or other caregiver. Examples of safe helpers could be a uniformed law-
enforcement or security officer, store salesperson with a nametag, person with a nametag who is working 
at the information booth.  

 Teach your child to tell you if anyone asks them to keep a secret, offer them gifts or money, or asks to take 
their picture. 

 Teach your child to always tell you if something happened while they were away from you that made them 
feel uncomfortable in anyway. 

For additional information, please review the following youth safety tips: 
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/CMPD/safety/SafetyPrevention/Documents/DangerRanger_clrbk.pdf 
 
We can provide this Danger Rangers Safety Talk to your school, youth group, or organization.  Please contact 
Officer Hassan Peterson at 704-432-3900 or hpeterson@cmpd.org.  

http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/CMPD/safety/SafetyPrevention/Documents/DangerRanger_clrbk.pdf
mailto:hpeterson@cmpd.org
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The City of Charlotte has enacted a Youth Protection Ordinance that imposes a curfew for juveniles less than 16 years of age. 

Juveniles under the age of 13 cannot be in a public place or business from 10:00 pm until 6:00 am on any day of the week.   

Juveniles ages 13-15 cannot be in a public place or business from 11:00 pm until 6:00 am on any day of the week 

(unless they fall within one of the exceptions listed below).  

A person will be in violation of this ordinance if they are:  

A juvenile and he/she are in a public place or premises of an establishment during the restricted hours.  

A parent, guardian or custodian of a juvenile and he/she knowingly allow a juvenile to remain in a public place or on the premises of an 

establishment during the restricted hours.  

A business owner or operator and he/she knowingly allow a juvenile to remain upon the premises during the restricted hours.  

A person 16 years of age or older who aids and abets a juvenile in violating this ordinance.   

A juvenile that violates this ordinance is subject to being adjudicated delinquent.  

Any person other than a juvenile who violates this ordinance is guilty of a misdemeanor, which requires mandatory court.  

A juvenile who is in a public place or business during the restricted hours is not in violation of this ordinance if they are: 

Accompanied by a parent or guardian or an adult 21 years or older who is authorized to be accompanying the juvenile for the designated 

period of time and purpose. 

 

 On an errand, using a direct route, until 10:30 p.m. for juveniles under the age of 13 and 11:30 p.m. for juveniles 13-15.   
 In a motor vehicle, with parental consent, engaged in interstate travel through the city originating or terminating the city.  
 Traveling in a motor vehicle with a parent or guardian or other authorized person adult age 21 or older.   
 Engaged in lawful employment or using a direct route to or from a place of employment.   
 Reacting or responding to an emergency. 
 Attending or traveling to or from an official function sponsored by the schools, a government or religious entity, a civic 

organization, or other entity that accepts responsibility for the juveniles.  
 Exercising first amendment rights such as a free exercise of religion, freedom of speech and the right to assembly.   
 Married or emancipated.   
When authorized by special permit from the Chief of Police when the necessary nighttime activities of the juveniles are not 
adequately addressed by other provisions of this ordinance. 

North Carolina is one of only two states that automatically prosecutes all 16- and 17-yr-old alleged misdemeanants 
as adults.  HB725 will "Raise the Age" of youth jurisdiction, so that 16- and 17-year olds who commit misdemeanors 
are handled in the juvenile system. 
 
On May 21, the bipartisan bill to Raise the Age of juvenile jurisdiction won a floor vote in the NC House.  Members 
from both political parties and from different political views voiced strong support for a measure that will make 
communities safer, save taxpayers money, and improve outcomes for children.  The legislation now moves to the 
NC Senate. 
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After a trauma or life-threatening event, it is common to have reactions such as upsetting memories of the event, increased 
jumpiness, or trouble sleeping. If these reactions do not go away or if they get worse, you may have Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). 

 
Going through trauma is not rare. About 6 of every 10 (or 60%) of men and 5 of every 10 (or 50%) of women experience at 
least one trauma in their lives. Women are more likely to experience sexual assault and child sexual abuse. Men are more likely 
to experience accidents, physical assault, combat, disaster, or to witness death or injury. It is normal to have stress reactions 
after a traumatic event. Your emotions and behavior can change in ways that are upsetting to you. Even though most people 
have stress reactions following a trauma, they get better in time. Going through a trauma does not mean you'll get PTSD, 
though. Even though over half of us go through some type of trauma, a much smaller percent develop PTSD. 
 
Here are some facts (based on the U.S.): 

 About 7 or 8 out of every 100 people (or 7-8% of the population) will 
have PTSD at some point in their lives.  

 About 5.2 million adults have PTSD during a given year. This is only a 
small portion of those who have gone through a trauma.  

 Women are more likely than men to develop PTSD. About 10% of 
women develop PTSD sometime in their lives compared with 5% of 
men. 

 
Symptoms of PTSD may disrupt your life and make it hard to continue with your 
daily activities. You may find it hard just to get through the day.  There are four 
main types of PTSD symptoms: 

1. Reliving the event (also called re-experiencing symptoms) 
2. Avoiding situations that remind you of the event 
3. Negative changes in beliefs and feelings 
4. Feeling keyed up (also called hyerarousal) 

 
We want to encourage everyone to spread the word and raise awareness of 
PTSD and its effective treatments in six easy steps. Everyone can help those 
affected by PTSD! 
 

LEARN 
1. Discover the facts. Learn the basics of PTSD, key information about trauma and treatment options. 
2. Watch and learn. Take the mystery out of PTSD treatment and take advantage of technology with online resources 

and mobile apps. 

CONNECT 
3. Work together. Promote PTSD Awareness Month and get involved by spreading the word to others. 
4. Help someone. Help yourself. Find out if you have PTSD or talk to someone who may be suffering. Take action for 

yourself or someone you care about. 

SHARE 
5. Give support. Get support. It can be hard to reach out for help. Read up on how to overcome barriers to care, and 

know that there is support for family and friends. 
6. Share what you learn. Stay up-to-date and ask questions about PTSD through talking and social media. 
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Nextdoor.com is the private social network for you, your 
neighbors and your community. It's the easiest way for 
you and your neighbors to talk online and make all of your 
lives better in the real world. And it's free. 
Thousands of neighborhoods are already using Nextdoor 

to build happier, safer places to call home.  People are using Nextdoor to: 

 Quickly get the word out about a break-in 

 Organize a Neighborhood Watch Group 

 Track down a trustworthy babysitter 

 Find out who does the best paint job in town 

 Ask for help keeping an eye out for a lost dog 

 Find a new home for an outgrown bike 

 Finally call that nice man down the street by his first name 
Nextdoor’s mission is to use the power of technology to build stronger and safer neighborhoods. 
 
CMPD has partnered with Nextdoor to strengthen neighborhoods and combat crime.  Nextdoor has granted 
CMPD access to post comments in the Crime & Safety category for your neighborhoods.  Officers are posting 
current crime trends, crime prevention tips, monthly newsletters, and other important community information. 
 

 
The CMPD has improved its crime mapping system for 
their citizens at www.cmpd.org.  With our new crime 
mapping system, outsourced to CrimeMapping.com, 
we have obtained improvements for our users: 

 More frequent data updates (DAILY instead of weekly) 
 More professional, user-friendly interface 
 Multiple background/base maps to choose from (streets, terrain, satellite) 
 Various crime types are symbolized more intuitively on the map 
 Easier incorporation of results into newsletters and blogs 

 
The CMPD has provided on-line access to crime mapping data since 2000.  In that time it has been free and 
readily available to our citizens in an effort to keep them informed about crime in Charlotte-Mecklenburg.  We 
are very excited to continue to provide this resource to our citizens through CrimeMapping.com.  Please visit the 
new site and start taking advantage of the great, free features that it offers by going to www.cmpd.org and 
clicking on Crime Mapping or go directly to the system by clicking on the following link: New CMPD Crime 
Mapping System. 

 

http://www.cmpd.org/
http://www.cmpd.org/
http://www.crimemapping.com/map.aspx?ll=-8998793.12186394,4194774.886228889&z=14&mc=world-street&cc=AR,AS,BU,DR,DU,FR,HO,VT,RO,SX,TH,VA,VB,WE
http://www.crimemapping.com/map.aspx?ll=-8998793.12186394,4194774.886228889&z=14&mc=world-street&cc=AR,AS,BU,DR,DU,FR,HO,VT,RO,SX,TH,VA,VB,WE


 

CMPD University City Division Response Area 1 June 2014 

 

• Last day for School for CMS 

June 10 

 

• Run for Your Life - Running Safety Meeting 
•Countryside Montessori School, 9026 Mallard Creek Rd 

June 12 

6:00pm 

• Arbor Hills Neighnorhood Watch Meeting 
•Arbor Hills Clubhouse 

June 12 

6:30pm 

• Coffee with a Cop 
•Dilworth Coffee, 5818 Highland Shoppes Drive 

•http://www.coffeewithacop.com/about 

June 21 

9:00am 

http://maps.co.mecklenburg.nc.us/qoldashboard/ 
If you would like to have information and about your community, please visit the Quality of Life 
Dashboard link. There you’ll be able to pull out information about your community’s character, 
economics, engagement, environment, health, housing, and safety. If you would like to have 
additional information or a representative from the City of Charlotte at your community event, 
please email qualityoflife@charlottenc.gov. 
 

http://maps.co.mecklenburg.nc.us/qoldashboard/
mailto:qualityoflife@charlottenc.gov
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MOORE, RONNIE LEE 02/10/1989 

B&E Motor Vehicles 
Possession of Stolen Property 

$87,500 Bond 
 

 
DUNN, XAVEON 01/26/1998 

Robbery 
Felony Conspiracy 

$12,500 Bond 
 

 
JULIUS, MALIK 10/03/1997 

Robbery 
Felony Conspiracy 

$30,000 Bond 

 

 
ESPINOZA, BLANCA 12/07/1996 
Robbery w/ Dangerous Weapon 

Conspiracy Robbery 
$75,000 Bond 

 

 
BRICE, KESHAUN 05/14/1997 

Robbery 
Felony Conspiracy 

$71,000 Bond 
 

 
GRIFFEN, MYKELLA 01/20/1996 

Assault w/ Gun 
Communicating Threats 

$4,000 Bond  
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