
Leacroft July 15, 2014

!

!!!
On this day in 1776, the Continental Congress approved the Declaration of Independence, 
setting the 13 colonies on the road to freedom as a sovereign nation. As always, this most 
American of holidays will be marked with red, white and blue flags, fireworks, parades and 
backyard barbecues across the country. 
2.5 million 
In July 1776, the estimated number of people living in the newly independent nation.  
> 
318.4 million 
The nation's estimated population on this July Fourth. !!!!
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The Signers 
56 
Numbers of signers to the Declaration of Independence. 
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman and Robert R. Livingston 
comprised the Committee of Five that drafted the Declaration. Jefferson, regarded as the 
strongest and most eloquent writer, wrote most of the document. It's also worth noting that: 
•	 John Hancock, President of the Second Continental Congress, was the first signer. This 
merchant by trade did so in an entirely blank space making it the largest and most famous 
signature — hence the term John Hancock, which is still used today as a synonym for 
signature. There are 7.4 million businesses with paid employees in the U.S., of those 
establishments 1 million are in the retail trade industry. 
•	 Benjamin Franklin (age 70), who represented Pennsylvania, was the oldest of the 
signers. Franklin County, Pa., had an estimated population of 152,085 as of July 1, 2013. 
Edward Rutledge (age 26), of South Carolina, was the youngest. 
•	 Two future presidents signed, John Adams (second President) and Thomas Jefferson 
(third President). Both died on the 50th anniversary of signing the Declaration (July 4, 1826). 
There are 12 counties nationwide named Adams and 26 named Jefferson. 
•	 Robert Livingston, who represented New York, was on the Committee of Five that 
drafted the Declaration of Independence but was recalled by his state before he could sign it. 
Livingston County, N.Y., was home to an estimated 64,705 people as of July 1, 2013. 
•	 Representing Georgia in 1776 were Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall and George Walton. 
Gwinnett County, Ga. (859,304), Hall County, Ga. (187,745) and Walton County, Ga. 
(85,754) were named for these signers. 
•	 Charles Carroll, who represented Maryland, was the last surviving signer of the 
Declaration. He died in 1832 at the age of 95. Carroll County, Md., named for him, had an 
estimated population of 167,564 as of July 1, 2013. 
•	 Roger Sherman, who worked as a land surveyor and lawyer, represented Connecticut. 
Nationally in 2012, there were an estimated 29,976 surveyors, cartographers and 
photogrammetrists employed full time, year-round, and 841,077 lawyers employed full time, 
year-round nationwide. 
•	 Nelson County, Va. (14,789) and Wythe County, Va. (29,344) were named for two of 
the six signers who represented the state of Virginia — Thomas Nelson Jr. and George Wythe. 
>!
And the Rocket's Red Glare 
$203.6 million 
The value of fireworks imported from China in 2013, representing the bulk of all U.S. 
fireworks imported ($213.8 million). U.S. exports of fireworks, by comparison, came to just 
$10.2 million in 2013, with Israel purchasing more than any other country ($2.7 million).!
U.S. Flags 
$4.0 million 
In 2013, the dollar value of U.S. imports of American flags.  
The vast majority of this amount ($3.9 million) was for U.S. flags made in China.> !
!
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$781,222 
Dollar value of U.S. flags exported in 2013. The Dominican Republic was the leading 
customer, purchasing $160,000 worth.> 
This Land Is Your Land 
Fifty-nine places contain the word "liberty" in the name. Pennsylvania, with 11, has more of 
these places than any other state. Of the 59 places, four are counties: Liberty County, Ga. 
(64,135), Liberty County, Fla. (8,349), Liberty County, Mont. (2,369) and Liberty County, 
Texas (76,907).> 
One place has "patriot" in its name: Patriot, Ind., has an estimated population of 205. 
The most common patriotic-sounding word used within place names is "union" with 136. 
Pennsylvania, with 33, has more of these places than any other state. Other such words most 
commonly used in place names are Washington (127), Franklin (118) and Lincoln (95). !
The British are Coming! 
$100 billion 
Dollar value of trade in 2013 between the United States and the United Kingdom, making the 
British, our adversary in 1776, our seventh-leading trading partner today.> !
Fourth of July Cookouts 
62.9 million 
Total estimated number of hogs and pigs as of March 1, 2014. Chances are that the pork hot 
dogs and sausages consumed on the Fourth of July originated in Iowa. The Hawkeye State 
was home to an estimated 19.8 million hogs and pigs. North Carolina (estimated at 8.0 
million) and Minnesota (estimated at 7.8 million) were also homes to large numbers of pigs.  
>!
220,521 
The number of paid employees (for the pay period including March 12) who worked in a 
poultry-processing establishment in the U.S. in 2012. There were 517 such establishments — 
California (45) had the most. Georgia has the most establishments with greater than 1,000 
employees (13), followed by Arkansas (11) and North Carolina (8). !
6.1 billion pounds 
Total estimated production of cattle and calves in Texas in 2013. There is a good chance that 
the beef hot dogs, steaks and burgers on your backyard grill came from the Lone Star State, 
which accounted for nearly one-sixth of the nation's total production. And if the beef did not 
come from Texas, it very well may have come from Nebraska (estimated at 5.1 billion 
pounds) or Kansas (estimated at 3.7 billion pounds).> !
Measuring America 
As we celebrate this Independence Day, we reflect on how America's Founders enshrined the 
importance of statistics in our Constitution as a vital tool for measuring our people, places 
and economy. Since 1790, the U.S. Census has been much more than a simple head count; it 
has charted the growth and composition of our nation. The questions have evolved over time !
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to address our changing needs. Today, the 10-year census, the economic census and the 
American Community Survey give Congress and community leaders the information they 
need to make informed decisions that shape our democracy. These statistics are how we know 
how our country is doing. !!
Message from HOA President 

!
President Paul is on assignment and will return next month. !
Message from HOA Vice President 

July is here and before we know it it will be gone. I say this to say one thing 
that for those who are not old enough to know it the older we get the faster  
time will past on and I am so glad because time is sure passing quickly since 
last July.. I want to tell you why.. 
  
   My wife family has the Joyner Family Reunion the last full weekend in July 
and we have had it going for at least 49  to 50 years and boy we have so much fun.  
We have at least 100 plus each year. 
We start on Saturday night with Hot Dogs and Hamburgers  with all the trimmings 
 and the most important for some is the desserts. On Saturday morning we get together 
again for a full course breakfast (country link sausage, grits, biscuits and eggs.  
Oh almost forgot my brothers specialty  white sausage gravy.   !
After we have all finished our breakfast we just hang around  the club house  
with the brothers (they do the cooking for the evening meal) as a matter of fact  
the do all the cooking except for the sweets. !
At 6:00 pm Saturday we gather again for our big meal  which consists of Beef Tenderloin,  
Bar-B-Que chicken, Green Beans, Potatoes, Cole slaw, Navy Beans, rolls and all kinds 
of soft drinks. And again plenty of sweets. And for the closing of a wonderful 3 day reunion 
on Sunday we all get together  at 2:00 pm for homemade ice cream.   !
Each year we have a drawing of all the Joyner siblings and for the past 12 years or so the  
prize has been a bedspread Quilted by the  Amish ladies in Pennsylvania that my Sister 
knows (Jane already has hers) and it is beautiful. I think they have about 4 more to give  
away and that will take us to start with another gift.  

!
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We have family coming from Florida, Pennsylvania, Georgia and Charlotte. 
As Jane has always said the greatest gift her parent could have give them was each other. 
Earlier this year seven of Jane's sisters, one brother and a brother-in-law came and spent  
the night with us. What wonderful time we had, played domino until 2:00 am. Settle in to 
sleep about 3:00 am. Oh and by the way if you are wondering there were 9 girls and 6 boys 
in the family. 
           BUT  I WILL SAY THIS TO ALL OF YOU WHILE WE ARE GONE TO NASHVILLE 
  AND WHEN YOU LEAVE YOUR HOME<  >  WATCH YOUR WALLET >> 
   Bob Matthews  

	  !!
Gardening with Deb 

     It’s here, it’s here.  Tomato season that is.  
If you’ve been following my advice you 
Should have an abundance of tomatoes 
ready for picking and eating right now.  
Between my eggshells and my coffee 
grounds my tomato plants are taller then 
me. (and I’m 5’1)  This is a new record 
for me.  The only problem that I am 
having is that they are outgrowing the 

cages I so diligently remembered to put in when I planted them.   Now what to do 
with this massive harvest.  Well, we already know that none of my neighbors will 
have to buy tomatoes for the rest of the summer. The other possibilities are 
limitless.  There are thousands of recipes out there.  Salads, sauces, etc.  Last year 
I even made a tomato pie.  Of course they are so sweet and juicy some people 
like to pick them right off the vine and pop them into their mouths.  Stan’s favorite 
go to lunch is a classic BLT sandwich.  Since we’ve cut bacon out of our diet I 
guess now it’s just a LT sandwich, with both the lettuce and tomatoes coming from 
our garden.  It’s still yummy even without the bacon.   !
     This is the time of year that your garden should be thriving.  However, we all 
know that July is hot and in order to survive the heat gardens just like people need 
plenty of water.  The best time to water is early morning before it gets too hot or 
early evening before it gets dark.  I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again; do not 
water during the hot afternoon hours.  If you turn your hose on and put your hand 
in front of the water it will feel hot.  And while hot water is good for some things 
watering your garden is not one of them. 

!
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     Other then watering and weeding the only thing you should have to worry 
about is insects.  This year the only insects that are munching on my garden are 
cabbageworms.  Cabbageworms usually do their munching at night.  The best 
way to get rid of them  (without pesticides) is to pick them off.  Unfortunately by 
the time you go out to your garden they’ve already had lunch and dinner and are 
nowhere to be found.  The good news is that while they dined on my broccoli 
leaves, they didn’t touch the actual broccoli.  They don’t know what they’ve been 
missing.  My broccoli this year was yummy.   !
     So other then a few minor problems your garden should be producing plenty 
of veggies.  I’ve been picking tomatoes, lettuce, broccoli, cucumbers, zucchini, 
kale, and squash.  My white and purple eggplant are both ready while my carrots 
and beets still need a little more time.  But I’m a happy gardener this year and my 
neighbors are happy that I’m a happy gardener.   !
     Until next time…Here’s to green thumbs and happy gardening. 

!!!
Letter to Editor !
     Just about everyone in The Villages of Leacroft knows me and how I feel about 
getting to know your neighbors.  I’m not saying that you should get into their 
personal lives, but you should know who they are, their kids, and their pets.   
Watering plants, collecting their mail and watching their house while they are on 
vacation are all part of being a good neighbor. !
     Sometimes neighbors go above and beyond this.  They become friends.  They 
socialize together, party together, and are there for you to help celebrate the good 
times and support you in the bad times. 

!

White EggplantPerfect Tomato
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     I got to appreciate my neighbors a little more on Sunday June 22nd when Stan 
suffered a heart attack up at the pool. !
     The pool staff was wonderful.  One of my neighbors, who happened to be by the 
pool ran over and asked me what he could do.  My reply was “go to my house, get 
my pocketbook, wallet, cell phone, and whatever else you think I might need at the 
hospital.  On his way to my house he alerted one of my other neighbors who ran 
down to the pool and offered me a ride to the hospital.  (I declined since I wanted to 
ride in the ambulance with Stan). 
The same neighbor came to pick me up from the hospital when I was ready to come 
home. 
     Since all my neighbors know I can’t drive there were numerous offers of rides to 
the hospital.  I was offered rides to see Stan, rides to the grocery store, 
I was offered dinner.  This was all from my neighbors.  They were my support team 
and that’s when I realized that they were like part of our family.  Honestly, I don’t 
think this support would have happened had we not known any of our neighbors---or 
worse yet if we weren’t talking to each other because of some stupid little incident, !
We are truly lucky to have such wonderful neighbors.  Since my stroke, my mantra 
has been “Life’s too short to be miserable, life’s too short to be anything but 
positive”.  Try it---not only will people know/like you but you will gain a more positive 
outlook on life.  I guarantee it.   !
     And finally thank you to everyone who helped us in our time of need.  The 
Villages of Leacroft are a great place to live. !
                Deb Peters 
Travel 

Reed’s Gold Mine!

!
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A few weeks ago, Connie and I took our grandkids to Reed’s Gold Mine in Midland,NC 
about 25 miles from Leacroft.  The kids had a lot of fun going through an old gold mine 
shaft, hiking through the woods and finally panning for gold.  One grandson found a piece 
of gold about the size of a grain of salt.  The size did not matter, he was the only one to 
find gold that day.  
Here is a story of the gold mine that I found on the internet. 
. 
Reed Gold Mine is the site of the first documented gold find in the United States. From this 
discovery, gold mining spread gradually to nearby counties and eventually into other 
southern states. During its peak years gold mining was second only to farming in the 
number of North Carolinians it employed. The estimated value of gold recovered reached 
over one million dollars a year. North Carolina led the nation in gold production until 1848, 
when it was eclipsed by the great rush to California. 

A Simple Man 
John Reed (Johannes Reith) was a Hessian soldier who left the British army near the 
conclusion of the Revolutionary War and came to settle near fellow Germans living in the 
lower Piedmont of North Carolina. Most of the people dwelt on modest family-run farms in 
rural areas, where they raised small grain crops such as corn and wheat. 
The life of farmer John Reed would have been long forgotten had it not been for a chance 
event one Sunday in 1799. On that day, Reed's son Conrad found a large yellow rock in 
Little Meadow Creek on the Reed farm in Cabarrus County. This rock reportedly weighed 
17 pounds and for three years was used as a doorstop at the Reed house. 
In 1802 a Fayetteville jeweler identified the gold nugget. He purchased it for the asked 
price of $3.50—one-tenth of one percent of its true value. 
The following year John Reed began the Reed mining operation by forming a partnership 
with three local men. The partners supplied equipment and workers to dig for gold in the 
creek bed, while Reed provided the land. The returns were to be divided equally. The men 
mined mainly in the off-season from farming, giving first priority to raising their crops. 
Before the end of the first year, a slave named Peter had unearthed a 28-pound nugget. 
Using only pans and rockers to wash the creek gravel, the part-time miners recovered an 
estimated yield of one hundred thousand dollars by 1824. 

The Fever Spreads 
Hearing of Reed's good fortune, other Piedmont farmers began exploring their creeks and 
finding gold. Men and women, both young and old, worked in the gold fields. Foreigners 

"Placer," or creek, gold mining led to underground mining when it was learned in 1825 that 
the metal also existed in veins of white quartz rock. The search for underground or "lode" 
gold required much more money, labor, and machinery. Underground work at Reed was 
not begun until 1831. Four years later a family squabble resulted in a court injunction that 
closed the mine for a decade. 
John Reed was a wealthy man when he died in 1845. Soon the Reed mine was sold at 
public auction. The mine changed hands many times through the years until 1912, when the 
last underground work took place there. Placer miners found the last large nugget at Reed 
in 1896. The yield of the mine in large nuggets alone ultimately totaled more than one 
hundred pounds. 
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We have a Facebook page 
devoted to travel.  It is 
updated each day with travel 
pictures, travel trivia, and 
travel tips.  It just takes a 
couple of minutes to check it 
out and it is fun and 
interesting.  Like it!!
Facebook:  LenCon Travel.
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Classified Ads

Leacroft Youth

These ads are free for 
Leacroft residents under 19 
years old.

Lots of room for ads Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for 
babysitting or pet sitting. She 
is Red Cross-certified for 
babysitting. Sarah can be 
reached at 980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-307-0465!
rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet 
setting

Jillian Manning is available 
for babysitting or pet sitting. 
She is Red Cross-certified for 
babysitting. She can be 
reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall 
leaf removal!
704-549-1499!

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey  Pet setting 
704-307-0465

Daniel Faler    Dog sitter 
(704)510-0052

Brittany Moore - pet sitting: 
your house or ours - 
704-549-1449
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DEB AND STAN PETERS WON THE YARD OF THE MONTH FOR JULY 
10202 INGLETON COURT !!!!!

!

Yard of the Month
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If you are interested in any of these one time positions,

please contact Jessica Moore at

dsjsmoore4ever@gmail.com or 704-607-1818.

Patriotic 
Pool Party 
Dinner and 
a Movie

Combined 
July 19th 
4 - 10pm

Event Team Consultant Michelle Dunham

Coordinator Jessica Moore

Volunteer Angie Freund

Volunteer

Volunteer

End of 
Summer 
Ice Cream 

August 22nd 
7pm - 10:30pm 

Event Team Consultant Jessica Moore

Coordinator Ellen Nunn

Volunteer

Volunteer

Fall 
Festival/ 
Chili 
Cook-off

November 8th 
4-6pm

Event Team Consultant Jessica Moore

Coordinator Jessica Moore

Volunteer Angie Freund

Volunteer

Holiday 
SL-HAY 
Ride 

December 16th 
6-8pm 

Event Team Consultant Michelle Dunham

Coordinator

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Christmas 
light voting

Coordinator
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Leacroft List

Air Conditioning / Heating
Bradham Brothers  !
(704) 392-8056!

Quality Comfort HVAC!
PO Box 1726!
Matthews NC 28106!
Qualityhvac@alltel.net  
704821-6920

Appliance Repair
NC Plumbing (Dishwasher 
install) 
5205 Blackjack Lane 
Mint Hill, NC 28277 
NCPlumbing.com 704-9620460

Expert Appliance Service 
Indian Trail, NC 
Expertappliancenc.com  
704-292-8429

Carolina Appliance!
704-847-0004!
http://
www.carolinaapplianceservice
.com

Auto Repair
Pitts Repair Service  
704-786-6894 

Avon
Eddit Okwara 
704-606-6300

Carpet and Rug Cleaning 
Lillard’s Carpet & Rug Cleaning 
Charlotte, NC 
704-728-2724

Concrete

Concrete by George  
704-605-3709 

mailto:Qualityhvac@alltel.net
http://www.carolinaapplianceservice.com
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Leacroft List

Dryer vents

Dryer Vent Wizard (David 
LaValle) 
Charlotte, NC 
DavidLaValle@gmail.com 
Charlottedryerventlady.com

Electrician 

Robert Riley (electrician & 
handyman) 
Riley Electric 
Charlotte, NC 
704-248-1214

Fencing

H&B Fencing 
www.HBFencing.com 
HBFencing@carolina.rr.com 
704-320-5158

Gas Piping

Clark’s Gas Piping 
6443 Pargo Road 
Charlotte, NC 28216 
704-391-1042

Glass

Glass Solutions 
10806 Reames Rd., Suite D

Garage Doors

Precision Door Service 
4000-A Sardis Church Road 
Monroe, NC 28110 
precisiondoor.net 
704-347-0300

Elite Garage Door Service 
704-293-9558!
http://elitegaragedoor.com

mailto:DavidLaValle@gmail.com
http://www.hbfencing.com/
mailto:HBFencing@carolina.rr.com
http://elitegaragedoor.com
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Handyman Pest, rodent and snake services

Johnny Shue 
Shue’s Home 
Improvements & 
Restorations 
Mt. Pleasant, NC  
704-791-4046

Robert Riley  
Riley Electric 
Charlotte NC 
704-248-1214

Southeastern Wildlife Company 
John Ricks 
803-415-4371 !
Ask for Leacroft discount

Lawn Care

A&T Lawn Care 
704-609-9066 
See ad in the Villager

Lawn of Dreams !
704-262-9869

Mailboxes

Carolina Mailboxes Inc!
704-334-3393!
http://
www.carolinamailboxes.
com

Notary Public

Eddit Okwara!
704-606-6300

Painting

Randy Tarleton 
Painter, wallpaper,Power 
washer 
704-606-6401

Roofing

Ace Roofing 
704-364-5774

Tile and Marble

Murdock Tile & Marble 
365 Concord Parkway 
North 
Concord, NC 28027 
704-793-1587
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Leacroft Contacts 

Home Owners’s Association Board

Paul Greiner, President! 4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
704-301-9403

Bob Matthews, Vice 
President 

10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.co
m

(H)704-503-0887

Paula Henriksen, Sec. 10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.r
r.com

(H)704-595-9288

Beth Degrassi 10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (h)704-510-0718!
       
(c)704-534-1149

Robert Clifford 10316 Bolton Court sossog2004@yahoo.
com 

(704) 510-1712

Events Committee

Jessica Moore, Chair 10508 Old Bridge Ln. dsjsmoore@earthlink.
net  

(h)704-549-1449!
(c)704-607-1818

Ellen Mack, Treasurer 10318 Fairbourne Ct. emmack32123@hotm
ail.com

(H)704-548-9379!
(C)704-516-5386

Architectural Review Committee

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair 

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
(C)  704-301-9403

Communications

Paula Henriksen, Acting 
Chair

10218 Billingham Dr. bookworm@carolina.r
r.com

(H) 704-595-9288

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Website Admin.

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
(C)  704-301-9403

Len Tucker, Newsletter 4500 Highcroft Ln. LeacroftVillager@gma
il.com

(C) 704-907-1430

Common Area

Joe Mercier, Acting 
Chair

10321 Billingham Dr. merciej@hotmail.com (O)704-302-1565!
(c)704-302-1565
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mailto:pagreiner@gmail.com
mailto:maeh_gran@gmail.com
mailto:sossog2004@yahoo.com
mailto:dsjsmoore@earthlink.net
mailto:emmack32123@hotmail.com
mailto:LeacroftVillager@gmail.com


Leacroft Contacts

Landscaping

Beth Degrassi, Acting 
Chair

10310 Suffield Ct. degband@aol.com (H) 704-510-0718!
 (C) 704-534-1149

BYLAWS & Covenants, Conditions  & Restrictions (CC&R’s) 

Paul Greiner, Acting 
Chair

4501 Bellmore Ct. pagreiner@gmail.com !
(C)  704-301-9403

Neighborhood Watch 

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-609-4908

Welcoming

Brigitte Stoll, Chair 10328 Bolton Court bstoll1@carolina.rr.com (H) 704-264-2259 
(C) 980-254-3731

Yard of the Month

Bob Matthews, Chair 10517 Worsley Ln. maeh_gran@gmail.com (H) 704-503-0887

Swim Team

Kelly Schlicher, Co-
Manager

10209 Ingleton Ct. kaboodle@carolina.rr.co
m

(H) 704-503-5230

Trevia Hunter, Co-
Manager

10206 Billingham Dr. treviad@aol.com (H) 704-953-3070
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