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It’s May, It’s May, the merry month of May

May has been s special month for us.  21 years ago, we moved to Charlotte on the 5th of 
May.   
We had visited Charlotte for about 24 hours several months earlier.  We knew no one in 
Charlotte.  I did not have a job in Charlotte.  We did not have a place to live in Charlotte.   
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We had recently sold our house in southern California and all of our furniture was in a 
moving van on the way to Charlotte and would be here in 10 days.  Why we did it is another 
very long story. 
My job was to find a job and Connie’s job was to find us a house.  On the ninth day in 
Charlotte, Connie found a house for rent in Winchester.  Our furniture arrived the next day.  
Nothing like a little pressure to make you move quickly.  I found a job but it took a little 
longer than the 10 days. 
We were happy in Winchester but we wanted our own home.  After looking for several 
months, we found a model we liked in Highland Creek.  About that time, Leacroft was just 
opening.  Some of the roads were graded, there was a sales trailer near the corner of 
Billingham and Prosperity Church.  The homes were being build by the same builder that built 
the home we liked in Highland Creek.  We asked the salesman at Leacroft if our model could 
be built here (it was not on the list of available models) .  After examining the community 
map, he found two lots that was large enough for the house in Leacroft’s first phase.  The lot 
was completely covered with trees and the road was just graded.  At that time, Highcroft 
ended at Old Bridge, Stoneykirk and most other streets did not exist.  The good news was, 
we could have the house for about $50,000 less that they wanted in Highland Creek.   

We signed the papers in September 1994 and the house was finished in April 1995.  Since 
the house had not been built, we were able to modify the plans to suit us.  For instance, the 
house plans had four bedrooms but we wanted only three. We eliminated the fourth 
bedroom and enlarged the other two and added a half bath. We still had a month on our 
Winchester house when our new home was finished.  We took that month making our own 
modification to the house; we had tile to the entry way, installed speakers in the ceiling, 
added slide out shelves to the kitchen cabinets and other stuff that I can not remember. 

In May 1995, we moved into our new home.  By that time, we had a few neighbors and a lot 
of construction.  

We have enjoyed our life in Leacroft. 

If you have a story as to why you came to Leacroft, let me know. 
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Message from HOA President 

Happy Spring everyone !!  I’m thrilled we are out 
of the cold winter weather and also, very happy 
the rains have calmed down a bit, I am sure you 
are we well.  With spring comes my least favorite 
topic that causes a lot of stress to homeowners, the 
Board, and un-necessary work for all involved, 
including our management company.  That subject 

is violations and I will start with a humorous picture and short story…. 

  

The above picture is of my home, notice the little “yard decoration” out front?  
Yes, that is a toilet.  Jenn and I have been renovating in the house and part of 
that was replacing toilets.  As a joke to Jenn as she was out of town at the time, 
I put it out front, took a picture and asked her thoughts as she indicated she 
would like another flower pot somewhere out front.  She of course objected to 
my “idea”.  I then got a phone call and got distracted for a bit and while on 
the phone, I noticed my neighbor, who just bought the home a week or so ago 
come home, see it, shake his head and walk inside.  Imagine what was going 
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through his head at the moment.  The “decoration” was promptly removed 
after about 30 minutes but it is a great example of why we have restrictions, 
rules, and thusly, why we send out violation letters.  While I realize the above 
is a bit of an extreme although funny example, it is indeed on point.  Imagine if 
your neighbor did this, kept it there and would not remove it.  Now imagine 
you just listed your home for sale.  I am confident that any potential buyer 
would take issue with it.  Luckily, we don’t have any examples of the above in 
Leacroft, we do however have many others that can have similar impact on the 
decisions of potential buyers. 

What are the most common violations? 
In no particular order they are; lack of lawn maintenance, lack of exterior 
home maintenance, trash and recycle bins being left out for days at a time. 

How can you avoid the most common violation letters? 
Mow your lawn every 7-10 days and certainly every 2 weeks to keep turf at 
an appropriate height. 
Take a stroll around the outside of your home once or twice a year to check for 
mold, mildew, faded paint, damaged wood, faded shutters, etc. and arrange 
for those items to be taken care of by pressure washing, painting trim, 
replacing or painting faded shutters and finally, keep your trash and recycle 
bins out of sight and do not put them out at curbside before Thursday evening, 
and take them away from curbside Friday after you come home from work, or 
Saturday AM at the latest. 

All of this is rather simple and can be accomplished with a little bit of effort 
and in the event of exterior repairs, a modest amount of money that will simply 
increase in cost the longer those exterior items are left unaddressed.  Finally, if 
we can get all owners in Leacroft to follow just the above, we can save the 
Association several thousand dollars a year and thus, reduce upward pressure 
on annual assessment. 

Annual Assessment: 
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The May 2015 Board meeting comes around, the Board will be holding 
hearings for the suspension of pool access, voting privileges, and unfortunately 
more stringent and formal actions.  Please be aware this process is not 
something that the Board enjoys and contrary to common belief is not a “fun” 
exercise for us to have to go through.  Therefore, I ask that all ensure that all 
assessments are paid in full by the end of April so that we can all avoid the 
process and go into the pool season without these pleasantries and the 
expenses that go along with it. 

Pool Updates: 

The repairs and renovations at the pool are just about complete and everything 
has gone to plan and within the budget allocated to accomplish everything 
that needed to be done.  In mid April, all owners were mailed a copy of the 
Pool access procedures and the updated 2015 pool schedule along with the 
general pool rules in effect for this year.  While little has changed, I ask that all 
take a few moments to read it and inform all family members of them so we 
can avoid any negative outcomes from possible rules violation while at the 
pool.  Doing so will go far to ensure a successful and enjoyable pool season 
this year. 

Enjoy the coming sun and warmer temperatures and Till next time, stay safe. 

Sincerely, 

Paul A. Greiner, CMCA, AMS, PCAM 

Gardening with Deb Peters 

     Everyone at one time or another has 
heard the old adage “April Showers Bring 
May Flowers”.  If you don’t believe it or are a 
little skeptical just drive by my house.  The 
front of my house is an array of color.  It will 
surely make a believer out of you.  If you 
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continue to the side of the house we have new knockout roses that are four 
different colors.  The April showers made my garden explode and I am 
already starting to see the beginnings of this years tomato plants. 

     I’ve been so successful with my vegetable garden that Stan and I decided 
to expand.  I’ve always wanted a nectarine tree and when we went to the 
garden center Stan was walking around and decided he wanted a pear tree.  
We were told that we couldn’t plant one pear tree.  If we wanted it to produce 
pears we needed to plant a pair of pear trees.  Not male/female, we needed 
to plant two different species.  So we came home with two different varieties of 
pear trees.  A moon glow and a Bartlett (Don’t ask me the difference) our 
nectarine tree is still on backorder but it should be here shortly.  Stan already 
dug the hole so it will be ready to pop in as soon as it arrives.  My neighbor 
George said he was going to build me a little farm stand so The Villages of 
Leacroft can have its very own farmer’s market. 

     The one problem that we still have and its starting early this season is the 
squirrel and rabbit population.  I have seen with my own eyes a squirrel jump 
up on my patio table and sniff around the vegetables I have sitting they’re 
waiting to be planted in the ground. 

     Mitzy just stares at them and says” O,look at the cute bunnies, Mommy” 
I guess at 16 her days of chasing squirrels and rabbits are over.  I’m thinking 
that we may have to take a more aggressive approach this year.  I know that 

our fruit trees will probably need to be 
covered with netting as protection from the birds.  But still not sure about the 
vegetable garden this year, if my hot sauce doesn’t work.  Maybe a scarecrow 
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will work.  Preferably one without a heart so it won’t feel bad about scaring 
the rabbits away.   

     On a more permanent note, maybe this is the year that we finally 
Put a fence around.  I’ll keep you posted.  Rabbit Stew Anyone? 

Here’s to Green Thumbs and Happy Gardening. Happy Easter! 

New Neighbors   

Greg and Cristina McCarville 
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Here's a little bit about ourselves: we are Greg 
and Cristina McCarville and are renting the 
house at 10612 Old Bridge Lane. We moved 
here from Chandler, Arizona and it's just us, 
no children or pets. We enjoy the outdoors, so 
probably you'll see us using the tennis courts 
and the pool. So far we love this area and 
maybe someday we'll look into buying a 
house around here too. 

Welcome to the neighborhood!
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Block POP 2015

  

Saturday ~~ May 30th ~~ 5:30-10:30
Hey everyone! Can you believe our pool is opening in one week!!! We 
are gearing up for our Block/POP Party. This was a huge BLAST last 
year. Join us on Saturday, May 30th from 5:30-10:30. We will have 
BBQ, and a movie. YOU MUST RSVP below so we can have the right 
amount of BBQ. PLEASE also sign up for a side dish or dessert. We 
need everyone to contribute. We are also looking for your VOTE for 
the MOVIE we show.

RSVP here  (double click on link)

http://leacroft.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?
u=c5ce7065d715c7ea8572b347a&id=a92c4c2da7&e=d089754712
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Travel

Aruba 

One of the Caribbean Islands that Connie and I recently visited is Aruba. I read the 
following in the late edition of National Geographic Traveler. 

It is perhaps poetic that one of the world’s smallest islands, situated next to one of 
the biggest oil nations, Venezuela, has committed to being the first nation free of 
fossil fuel by 2020. 
A Dutch outpost centered on tourism, Aruba punches above its weight.  It has joined 
the CarbonWar Room, founded in 2009 by international leaders such as Richard 
Branson to fight climate change; its solar park is one of the largest in the Caribbean, 
with 14,400 panels (soon to double); 20% of its electricity comes from wind; and a 
waste-to-energy plant turns island trash into renewable power.  Aruba’s smart-growth 
plans include electric car stations and the first trolly system powered by batteries 
using hydrogen fuel cells, which are fed by the sun and wind energy.  That the island 
boast miles of sand fringed by blue water is a bonus. “We are a living laboratory for 
a sustainable society” says Prime Minister Mike Eman, who spearheaded many of 
the initiatives.  The example is catching on.  Six Caribbean nations have said that 
they’ll follow the Aruba Model. 

Aruba won the National Geographic Traveler’s Destination Leadership Award 
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Photography

  

A few weeks ago, Connie and I were in our attic looking for items for the yard sale.  I 
found a fairly large box of 35mm slides. Some of the slides were in their original 
boxes, several were in tray for a non-existing slide projector and some were just loose 
in the bottom of the box.  I estimated that there were around 1,000 slides that dated 
back to the mid 1960s, over 50 years ago.  Most of these slides had not been seen 
for well over 20 years.  What would you do if you found this many memories hidden 
for all of these years?  Sam’s Club charges $.34 per slide to convert them to a DVD.  
For 1,000 slides, many of which may be bad, that is a lot of money but I did not want 
to lose them.  

I have a film to digital converter that works also with slides.  For several hours/
days, I manually fed slides into the converter.  Eventually all of the slides were 
in my computer ready to be culled if bad and edited if not too bad.  There are 
lots of pictures of our kids when they were babies, friends that are now 40 
years older, vacation pictures taken years ago.  
It has been and will continue to be a lot of work but the whole family is 
enjoying the pictures.  I may make a ‘slide’ show to be viewed on the TV or 
even make a picture book or two. 
I have been investigating websites for keeping and sharing pictures.  That 
seems ideal to me.  Those 1,000 pictures may soon be seen by many instead of 
gathering dust within my computer hard drive.  
Next, Connie has several hundred prints that are in storage.  Those may go 
directly to folders/albums. 
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Leacroft Small Businesses

Avon Brenda Brown 4645 Highcroft Lane, 
704-906-9624, 
 youravon.com/
brendabrown4645

Insurance Carla Chacon

chacoc1@nationwide.com

Nationwide Insurance
3900 Canterbrook Dr 
704-548-0500 x107

Lawn care A & T Lawncare
(see ad)

Tom Weir
704-609-9066
10209 Fairbourne Court

Web and Print Design Nicolas Thorley 3407 Turtle Cross Lane
704-345-5854

Bulk Waste Items 
If you  have bulk waste such a furniture etc., call 311 and request a 
pickup otherwise the regular waste pickup teams will not pickup. 

CMPD Newsletter 
Each month, the CMPD publishes a very good newsletter.  The CMPD 
has added the newsletter to the NextDoor website.  In NextDoor, click 
on City Agencies and the newsletter will be there. 

http://youravon.com/brendabrown4645
mailto:chacoc1@nationwide.com
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Leacroft HOA Links

HOA forms and documents (ARC
forms, bylaws, covenants)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=93

Leacroft Contacts (Board members,
committee chairs etc)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=89

Leacroft List (List of service providers
recommended by Leacroft residents)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=1311

Villager Archives http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=123

CMPD Newsletter Archives http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=965

Steve Smith
Handyman

(704) 996-4478

Cindy Hawkins
Dog and Cat sitter

10220 Stoneykirk Lane

Note:  If you are looking for a service provider, such as a handyman, check the 
Leacroft List in the table below

From one our neighbors 
Our mail was taken from our box which had the flag up.  It happened in 
November and again in February.   They used our account number and 
created a fake check. They purchased something at Staples in South 
Carolina. We do not use box anymore. Please warn others

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=93
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=89
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=1311
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=123
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=965
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Classified Ads
These ads are free for Leacroft
residents under 19 years old

Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red
Cross-certified for babysitting.
Sarah can be reached at
980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-307-0465
rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet
setting

Jillian Manning is available for
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red
Cross-certified for babysitting. She
can be reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf
removal
704-607-1818  Call or text

Rachel Caffrey Red Cross certified
in CPR and First Aid
704-307-0465

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey Pet sitting  
704-307-0465

Brittany Moore - Pet Care
in our home or yours
text or e-mail sweetiepierose99@gmail.com
or Call 704-607-1818

Caroline Faler Pet Sitting age 14
(704)510-0052

Computer Repair 
Christian Salazar – 704 465 0631 
Virus cleanup, Speedup, Upgrade, 

keyboard, screen fix, etc. 
Call/Text before dropping computer 

mailto:sweetiepierose99@gmail.com
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