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A Great POP


The Pool Opening Party was great!  Thanks to Jessica and her team for a well planned event.  
Also thanks to all who brought the delicious food.  We had a great turnout.  If you did not 
make it this time, there is more to come.  If you enjoyed the pork BBQ, I have included 
Smokin’ Butts business card in this issue.  Local business.  Give them a try! 
The next event is Popcorn and Penguins this Friday night (6/19) at 8:30 poolside. 
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Message from HOA President 

Pool Updates: 
The repairs and renovations at the pool were 
completed on schedule and under budget and the pool 
opened up as scheduled this year.  Other than a 
couple mysterious and small water line breaks we have 
had no issues thus far and we look forward to full time 
pool operation beginning June 11, 2015 when CMS 
let’s kids out for the summer. 

Driving/Safety: 
Along the lines of kids being out for the summer, we all need to be very mindful of the 
increase in the presence of neighborhood children throughout the community.  Please 
be aware of your surroundings when driving to and from your home and constantly 
be on the lookout for kids in the street, or running along or across them for 
everyone’s safety.  The speed limit in the neighborhood is 25 MPH and although 
sometimes that seems painfully slow, observing that limit is much less painful than a 
possible accident. 

Architectural Review (ARC): 
The ARC committee receives this time of year can be high and for that reason, I ask 
that when submitting your application to make exterior changes to your home or lot, 
you take the time to fill out the application completely.  Many homeowners simply put 
their name, address, phone number and email and a note of “new siding on home”, 
or “New fence” and send the application in.  Understanding that many feel this 
process is un-necessary it is a requirement of the Governing documents of Leacroft 
and does indeed work to protect everyone from the famous “deep blue house next 
door”, or rather undesirable colors of trim, shutters, etc. 

Sending in the application incomplete is actually counter intuitive as it increases the 
time involved in evaluating the applications and causes the committee to either deny 
the application, or return it to the homeowner for more information.  Understanding 
that it does take the homeowner more time, consider that the committee is made up of 
volunteers who get no direct benefit from their time and do volunteer for the 
betterment of the entire community so please be considerate of their time as well.   
The good news is that the average ARC application takes only 1-3 days to be 
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received, evaluated and returned to the owner if complete.  The bad news…. It can 
take well over 1-2 weeks if the application is received incomplete and more 
information is required. The ARC application and complete guidelines can be found 
on the website as well by clicking “HOA Documents” at the top of the home page for 
your convenience and assistance with this process. 

Yard Maintenance: 
My favorite topic… Summer brings on several challenges for turf maintenance, 
especially for fescue and other “cool season” turf grasses.  Fungus (indicated by 
large brown spots, brown circles, or a power like substance on turf blades, can creep 
up on you without notice in several weeks when the average nighttime temperatures 
stay in the 80’s overnight, especially after a good summer rainstorm. Fungus can be 
controlled very simply with a proactive application of a granular fungus control 
product you can apply with any normal spreader according to manufacturer’s 
direction.   Liquid versions are also available.  Proactive treatments can/should be 
done once per month in mid-June, July, and August.  If your yard gets “infected” with 
fungus slightly heavier and more frequent applications will be necessary, just be sure 
to follow the directions on whatever product you choose to purchase. 

Turf height:  This is one thing that the vast majority of people get wrong and is also 
one of the most managing mistakes to make especially during the summer.  Many 
people make the mistake of cutting their turf at a height of 1.5-2” in an effort to “skip 
a week” of mowing next week.  Fescue in particular should never really be cut any 
less than 3 inches tall, except during the very cool months of the year and then, no 
shorter than 2.5” to remain healthy.  As soon as the day time temps average over 
about 85 degrees, you should raise the mower deck to at least 3.5” and when we get 
to July, August, early September consider to increase that to 4”.  Doing this, 
“shades” the topsoil and roots from some heat which can kill cool season turf. 

That’s about it, time for the “dog days of summer” so enjoy the coming sun and 
warmer temperatures and until next time, stay safe. 

Sincerely, 

Paul A. Greiner, CMCA, AMS, PCAM 
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Gardening with Deb Peters 

     My garden is thriving hopefully yours is 
also.  My neighbors Faith and Samantha came 
over to check it out and found a few red 
cherry tomatoes, which they immediately 
proceeded to pop in their mouths.  I followed 
their lead and popped one in my mouth.  I can 
honestly say it was delicious.  It tasted like 
summer.  No more grocery store tomatoes for 
me for a while.  They also found my first 

zucchini and my first cucumber, which I did not taste yet.   I’m so excited!!  This is 
awesome, as it is every year.  I can’t wait until more things are ready to pick. 

     Now for my tale of woe: Rabbits 1   Deb 0  

     Last summer I wrote a lot about the rabbits and different ways to get them to 
stop eating your veggies.  My biggest recommendation was to put down hot sauce 
or cayenne pepper around the perimeter of your garden. Well guess what?  This 
year it didn’t work.  I think that this year’s rabbits must have relatives in Texas 
because they didn’t mind the Texas Pete hot sauce.    My entire 1st box of cool 
weather veggies was devoured by them.  I lost my lettuce, romaine, Brussels 
sprouts, cauliflower, I guess these rabbits just got used to the smell and taste of it.  
Maybe they liked it enough to use it when they devoured them.  They didn’t touch 
my other 2 garden boxes—go figure. 

Rabbits 1      Deb 1 
Anyway; I enlisted in the help of my neighbor Tammie and together we attached 
rabbit fencing around each box.  It wasn’t difficult.  We just stapled it around each 
box, high enough so rabbits can’t jump over it but low enough so I can reach over it 
to tend the garden.  Now here comes the fun part.  Later on that same day after the 
fencing went up I noticed two rabbits frolicking on my patio.  As I watched them for 
a little while I noticed that they wandered over to my garden area.  They must have 
needed a snack after all that frolicking.  I watched them hop all around the garden 
trying to figure how to get in. Bottom line:  they couldn’t.  After several minutes they 
got discouraged and hopped away.  I’ve since seen rabbits in my yard, on my 
patio,but never in my garden, 
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Rabbits 1     Deb 2 

     Instead of planting any more cool weather veggies I decided to wait and see if 
some of them would regrow since the rabbits did not eat all the roots.  Interesting 
enough some of them are indeed growing back.  My lettuce, romaine, broccoli, 
cauliflower are all coming back and doing great. 
Take that you pesky rabbits.  Go find another restaurant to eat at. 

 

On Another Note: 

     Some of you are in the same predicament as me.  Due to all the heavy rain 
some of my smaller older trees have been falling down.  I’ve been lucky enough to 
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not have any fall towards the house however; we did have one fall and take out a 
section of our fence. We decided to take a few more down before they became a 
danger.  Well my neighbor Isaac recommended someone he used through “next 
door neighbor” on line.  We contacted them and used them and were very pleased.  
“ Hi Tree Service” owner:  Norman Diaz   704-200-7532.  He is very reasonably 
priced and they will take whatever trees you need taken down.  (If you want them 
chipped or the stumps ground this will cost extra).  He is very personable, polite, 
and does an excellent job.  Thanks Isaac and next-door neighbor for the 
recommendation. 

     That’s it for now!  Gotta run and put the sprinkler on, and do some tending to 
“My brand new “Do Over” garden.   Until next time— 

Here’s To Green Thumbs and Happy Gardening !!! 

Travel Photography
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For the past several months, I have been writing a column on travel and one on 
photography.  Since most of these column covered much of the same topics, I have 
decided to combined them and call the column Travel Photography. 
Travel has been a big part of our lives for several years.  During that time, we have 
tried different things to make the trips more memorable. 
At first, when we wanted to go somewhere new, we would search for the best airfare, 
car rental and motel accommodations. After that step was completed we waited, 
patiently, for the time to come.  We hopped on the plane and let the adventure begin.  
That is fine but we found we were wasting a lot of time planning what we were going to 
do from day to day. 
We have found that there are three parts to a good vacation; planning, vacationing 
and remembering. 
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Planning 

The first thing I do is create a journal is the word processor on my computer.  In that 
journal I put all of the items that I will discuss in this paragraph. 
  
Check the weather in the places you are are going.  This is normally Connie’s job 
since she pack for the trip.  As an example of how important this can be, we went to 
Bryce Canyon National Park in May 2014.  Bryce in in the desert (see picture above)…
many old western movies were shot around here…it is going to be hot all of the time!  
However, a little investigation finds that Bryce Canyon is between 8,000 and 9,000 feet 
above sea level.  That is over 3,000 feet higher than Denver and Mt Mitchell, the 
highest point in the Appalachian mountains, is only 6,684.  Bryce can get cold.  One 
night it began snowing while we were at dinner.  The next day we drove thru a snow 
storm to Moab.  No, we had not expected snow and we did buy warm jackets in Bryce. 
Weather.com is a good starting place for check weather. 

Investigate a bit about the area, if this is a new place for us to visit,.  For me, a good 
place to start is to Google about the area.  There will normally be a wikipedia article 
which has a lot of good information.  I copy this article and paste it into the journal.  I 
then highlight the spots that we would like to see. 

Get pictures of the area.  A word description of the area is good but there is nothing 
like some good pictures.  I normally go to gettyimages.com and query for the places we 
want to see.  There are normally hundreds of professional pictures on this site.  I copy 
the pictures I like and paste them into the journal.   

I did not say anything about airline tickets, motels or car rental.  You know how to do 
all of that stuff. 

Vacationing. 

The key to a good vacation is in that journal.  Each day, review the next day’s agenda 
in your journal.  That way, you will have a good idea as to what you want to see and 
photograph.  The pictures in the journal will give you some idea on how to set up the 
shot.   
Another good idea is to keep notes on your daily adventures.  It may seem a little 
strange keeping this diary but in a couple of years or so, it will jog a lot of good 
memories.  If possible, send a picture or two on Facebook to your friends back home 
just to make them a little jealous.  

Remembering. 
When you get home, organize your pictures.  Print them and put them in albums, put 
them in folders on your computers hard drive, make a photo book or even setup a 
website to share your friends.  Be sure to keep that diary in a safe place where you can 
reread it periodically.  I keep everything on my computer and back it up regularly.  

This planning may seem like a lot of work but it can be fun.  I enjoy investigating the 
area before we leave.  It make the trip much more enjoyable and you can bring home 
more good memories  
I added this packing list to help in your planning (from Pinterest)

http://gettyimages.com
http://gettyimages.com
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Bulk Waste Items 
If you have bulk waste such a furniture, call 311 and request a pickup 
otherwise the regular waste pickup teams will not pickup. 

CMPD Newsletter 
Each month, the CMPD publishes a very good newsletter.  The CMPD has 
added the newsletter to the NextDoor website.  In NextDoor, click on City 
Agencies and the newsletter will be there. 

Several people have written in concerning dog walkers that don’t pick up after 
their pets.  It is common courtesy to cleanup any mess that your dog may 
make.  As a good example, I saw a dog walker cleanup after one of his pets 
had made a mess in the common area.  
Let’s all follow this example.
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Leacroft Small Businesses

Avon Brenda Brown 4645 Highcroft Lane, 
704-906-9624, 
 youravon.com/
brendabrown4645

Insurance Carla Chacon

chacoc1@nationwide.com

Nationwide Insurance
3900 Canterbrook Dr 
704-548-0500 x107

Lawn care A & T Lawncare
(see ad)

Tom Weir
704-609-9066
10209 Fairbourne Court

Web and Print Design Nicolas Thorley 3407 Turtle Cross Lane
704-345-5854

Pink Daisy
A Home, Bath and Body Company

A natural line of products free from harmful 
chemicals

Pinkdaisyhomebody.etsy.com.
704 907 3526
Sutrina Benge

Leacroft Resident

http://pinkdaisyhomebody.etsy.com/
http://youravon.com/brendabrown4645
mailto:chacoc1@nationwide.com
http://pinkdaisyhomebody.etsy.com/
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Leacroft HOA Links

HOA forms and documents (ARC
forms, bylaws, covenants)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=93

Leacroft Contacts (Board members,
committee chairs etc)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=89

Leacroft List (List of service providers
recommended by Leacroft residents)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=1311

Villager Archives http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=123

CMPD Newsletter Archives http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=965

Steve Smith
Handyman

(704) 996-4478

Cindy Hawkins
Dog and Cat sitter

704-800-5605

Note:  If you are looking for a service provider, such as a handyman, check the 
Leacroft List in the table below

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=93
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=89
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=1311
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=123
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=965


June 15, 2015

�  of �13 14

Classified Ads
These ads are free for Leacroft
residents under 19 years old

Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red
Cross-certified for babysitting.
Sarah can be reached at
980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-307-0465
rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet
setting

Jillian Manning is available for
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red
Cross-certified for babysitting. She
can be reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf
removal
704-607-1818  Call or text

Rachel Caffrey Red Cross certified
in CPR and First Aid
704-307-0465

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey Pet sitting  
704-307-0465

Brittany Moore - Pet Care
in our home or yours
text or e-mail sweetiepierose99@gmail.com
or Call 704-607-1818

Caroline Faler Dog Sitter  and Baby Sitter
 Age 15
(704)510-0052

Computer Repair 
Christian Salazar – 704 465 0631 
Virus cleanup, Speedup, Upgrade, 

keyboard, screen fix, etc. 
Call/Text before dropping computer 

mailto:sweetiepierose99@gmail.com
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