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 Are you smarter than a fifth grader?


School is back in session and parents all across the nation are dreading these few 
words  “Mom/Dad, can you help me with my math homework?”  Our oldest 
granddaughter is now in the 6th grade and we have known for over a year that we 
are not smarter than a 5th grader.  We have taken on a new challenge: 

                            “Are you smarter than a squirrel?”  

Over 20 years ago, Connie and I move here from Southern California.  We did not 
have squirrels in our back yard.  I don’t remember seeing a squirrel in Southern 
California.  
We had lots of trees in our back yard in Leacroft (some have been removed).  It was 
a perfect place for lots of bird houses.  I think we had visions of an Uncle Remus (look 
it up) like back yard with blue birds and rabbits and music coming from somewhere.  I 
attached a couple of bird feeder/houses to trees and waited for the blue bird of 
happiness to appear.  Instead, squirrels came.  Squirrels ate the bird food and when 
we did refill the feeder soon enough, they began to eat the feeders.   
I needed a new plan. 
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I bought a 6 foot length of 3/4” aluminum pipe with a shepherds’ hook on the end.  
No squirrel can climb a smooth, slick aluminum pole.  
While I was figuring out my next step in outsmarting the squirrels, they saw that I 
stored the bird feed in a Rubbermaid shed in our back yard.  As I was digging a hole 
for the pipe, they were eating a hole in the door of the shed and another hole in the 
lid of the bird feed container.  They had all of the food they needed. 
I installed the new bird feeder, confident that the squirrels would never get to it.  In 
the meantime, I moved the bird feed container into our garage.  The squirrels did not 
have to climb the pole, they just climbed the tree, walked out on a limb and jumped 
to the bird feeder.  I knew exactly what I had to do this time.  I moved the bird feeder 
away from the trees and cut any limbs that could be used as a launching base.  Now 
I had them.  They could not jump to the feeder and they could not climb the pole.  
Wrong!  They can climb and they did climb.  As soon as I had moved the pole, they 
were eating.   
I needed a new plan. 
I found a dome that would fit on the pole and the squirrels could not get around it.  
We watched as they tried and they did try.  They succeed in chewing around the 
edge of the dome but never getting over it to the bird food.  We had won!  We were 
smarter than the squirrels. 
But then… a couple of weeks ago, Connie was having her morning coffee and 
looking out at the back yard.  And to her amazement there was a squirrel in the bird 
feeder.  All she could see was his tail.  How in the world did he get there?  She 
chased him off.  A few minutes later, while we were having breakfast and looking out 
at the back yard, we saw a squirrel jumping straight up, about 4 feet, and landing on 
the dome.  It took him 3 or 4 tries to stay on it but once he was there getting to the 
food was easy.  In fact, he found that if he tilted the feeder he could spill some of the 
food on the ground for some of his less athletic comrades.   
We needed a new plan 
Connie had the immediate solution to the problem.  Admit defeat and bring the bird 
feeder into the house.  She did that and we waited to see what Super Squirrel would 
do now.  Within a few minutes he was back on the dome but there was no bird 
feeder.  He walked around the dome several times not believing that the feeder was 
not there.  He even climbed the hook to get a better look.  Then he looked into our 
sunroom directly at Connie.  We could almost hear him saying ‘Okay, no more mister 
nice guy, this is war’.   
I needed a new plan.   
We still wanted to feed the birds but we did not want to think that those dumb 
squirrels could out smart us. 
I raised the dome and the feeder about a foot and and replaced the feeder.  It has 
been a couple of weeks and I don’t think they have gotten to the feeder yet.  I have 
seen a couple of them working out by jumping straight up. 
A couple of side notes.  Don’t tell us to get the squirrel proof bird feeders.  Our 
squirrels will eat them for breakfast.  Also, we do feed the squirrels and they don’t 
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seem to like bird food.  I think they like the challenge we put up and so far, they are 
winning.   
I may need a new plan. 

Message from HOA President

Paul was in the Greek Isles this month.  His column will return next month. 
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Gardening with Deb 
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     This year was a trying one for all you home gardeners.  The hot weather along with the 
drought took a real toll on gardens.  Tomatoes, one  of the easiest things to grow didn’t do so 
well, however if you were lucky enough to plant cherry tomatoes the yield was awesome. We 
literally harvested hundreds and they are still coming.  For any of you first time gardeners:  my 
advice to you is to not get discouraged.  You just have to adjust your thought process to deal 
with Mother Nature. 

     Speaking of Mother Nature, she threw us quite a curveball the other day. Just as I finished 
planting my fall garden the skies opened up.  Not with rain mind you but with grape sized hail.  
Luckily it only lasted a few minutes and there was no damaging winds or freezing temperatures 
to go with it,  Although I do have to say that I was holding my breath during those few minutes.  
If you didn’t get a chance to plant your fall garden yet there is still time.  If you get your  plants 
in the ground by mid-September your plants will be producing by Thanksgiving.  Perfect 
timing for a fresh salad and the number 1 Thanksgiving side dish of Brussels sprouts. 

     Since my tomatoes and cukes are still producing I left them alone.   Won’t pull them out 
until they stop producing. (middle box)  My peppers are still producing along with my basil.  I 
have enough basil to  make pesto for the entire neighborhood, (box #3) 

     Now to box #1.  This is the box where I did battle with the rabbits at the beginning of the 
season.  As you can see the rabbit fence is up.  The hot sauce is down.  This year I took it up a 
notch and put down sirriacchi  
Sauce with cayenne pepper mixed in.  I also put some jalapenos around the sides of the box. If 
you look very close you can see them in the pictures.  If the rabbits still eat their way through I 
think we will wind up seeing some very sick rabbits.  Hopefully this will deter them from 
eating anything else in the garden.  We’ll keep you posted.  And if you happen to start seeing 
more rabbits at the vets office you’ll know where they came from. Until next time: 
Here’s to green thumbs and Happy Gardening. 
  
Also:  I would like to thank my neighbor  Tammy who along with sweat, and girl 
power helped me put the rabbit fencing around the garden. 
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Rabbit fencing with with hot peppers 
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Robert Matthews
Please remember our beloved HOA vice president, Robert (Bob) Matthews in your thoughts 
and prayers.  He was in CMC University City for several days and has been transferred to 
Pruitt  Health in Harrisburg for physical therapy.  Bob means a lot to Leacroft.
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Travel Photography
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One day vacations

Have you ever felt that you would like to go on a nice vacation and the only thing 
stopping you was time and money?  I think we all feel that way sometimes.
Several years ago, Connie and I started taking one day vacations.  Charlotte is a 
great town for one day vacations.  Some of the places we have gone, for one day,  
are Slippery Rock (the grand kids love sliding down the rock into a cool pool), 
Grandfather Mountain, Chimney Rock, Lake Lure, Stone Mountain NC State Park, 
McDowell at Lake Wylie, wineries on I-77, ‘Mayberry’, Old Salem and a lot more that 
I can not think of right now.
Our day normally starts with a stop at Dunkin Donuts for coffee and donuts or 
bagels and then we are on the road.  Most of the sites are less than a two hour drive 
from home.  
Our latest one day vacation was to Lake James.  It is off of I-40 west of Hickory 
(about exit 94).  The state has done a lot of work around the lake in the last few 
years.  It was the 2014 North Carolina State Park of the year.  There are a lot of 
things to do at Lake James; boating, swimming, hiking, mountain biking, and 
canoeing.  If you want to do all of these things, it may take more than a day.   
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Google Fiber
Google Fiber is coming to Leacroft.

If you would like to receive e-mail updates, go to
google.com/fiber/charlotte

Several people have written in concerning dog walkers that don’t pick 
up after their pets.  It is common courtesy to cleanup any mess that your 
dog may make.  As a good example, I saw a dog walker cleanup after 
one of his pets had made a mess in the common area.  
Let’s all follow this example.

http://google.com/fiber/charlotte
http://google.com/fiber/charlotte
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Great End of Summer and Adult Pool Party.
Thanks to all that mad this a great pool season.  A special thanks to 
Jessica and her hard working team.  Time to start planning the next great 
event.  Leacroft is getting better every year because of our neighbors that 
care.
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Bulk Waste Items 
If you have bulk waste such a furniture, call 311 and request a pickup 
otherwise the regular waste pickup teams will not pickup. 

CMPD Newsletter 
Each month, the CMPD publishes a very good newsletter.  The CMPD has 
added the newsletter to the NextDoor website.  In NextDoor, click on City 
Agencies and the newsletter will be there. 
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Leacroft Small Businesses

Avon Brenda Brown 4645 Highcroft Lane, 
704-906-9624, 
 youravon.com/
brendabrown4645

Insurance Carla Chacon

chacoc1@nationwide.com

Nationwide Insurance
3900 Canterbrook Dr 
704-548-0500 x107

Lawn care A & T Lawncare
(see ad)

Tom Weir
704-609-9066
10209 Fairbourne Court

Web and Print Design Nicolas Thorley 3407 Turtle Cross Lane
704-345-5854

Pink Daisy
A Home, Bath and Body Company

A natural line of products free from harmful 
chemicals

Pinkdaisyhomebody.etsy.com.
704 907 3526
Sutrina Benge

Leacroft Resident

Brenda Brown

Avon Representative


youravon.com/brendabrown4645

http://youravon.com/brendabrown4645
mailto:chacoc1@nationwide.com
http://pinkdaisyhomebody.etsy.com/
http://pinkdaisyhomebody.etsy.com/
http://youravon.com/brendabrown4645
http://youravon.com/brendabrown4645
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Leacroft HOA Links

HOA forms and documents (ARC
forms, bylaws, covenants)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=93

Leacroft Contacts (Board members,
committee chairs etc)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=89

Leacroft List (List of service providers
recommended by Leacroft residents)

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=1311

Villager Archives http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=123

CMPD Newsletter Archives http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=965

Steve Smith
Handyman

(704) 996-4478

Cindy Hawkins
Dog and Cat sitter

704-800-5605

If you need some help around the house; painters, plumbers, electricians, 
handyman…just check out the Leacroft List below 

http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=93
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=89
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=1311
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=123
http://www.leacroft.org/?page_id=965
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Classified Ads
These ads are free for Leacroft
residents under 19 years old

Babysitting Lawn Care

Sarah Moore is available for
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red
Cross-certified for babysitting.
Sarah can be reached at
980-225-7733.

John Caffrey 704-307-0465
rake leaves, lawn mowing, pet
setting

Jillian Manning is available for
babysitting or pet sitting. She is Red
Cross-certified for babysitting. She
can be reached at 704-510-9296.

Tyler and Carson Moore Fall leaf
removal
704-607-1818  Call or text

Rachel Caffrey Red Cross certified
in CPR and First Aid
704-307-0465

Pet Sitting

Rachel Caffrey Pet sitting  
704-307-0465

Brittany Moore - Pet Care
in our home or yours
text or e-mail sweetiepierose99@gmail.com
or Call 704-607-1818

Caroline Faler Dog Sitter  and Baby Sitter
 Age 15
(704)510-0052

Computer Repair 
Christian Salazar – 704 465 0631 
Virus cleanup, Speedup, Upgrade, 

keyboard, screen fix, etc. 
Call/Text before dropping computer 

mailto:sweetiepierose99@gmail.com
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